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Passion CAeek Mumber 


QA City Festival Dap 


A Meditation by the late Dr. David H. Fouse 


HUNDREDS OF MILLIONS OF CHRISTIANS 
CELEBRATE, TODAY, AN INCIDENT IN THE 
LIFE OF THEIR GREAT LEADER. 


It was a patriot and citizen who inspired an 
unplanned street parade that will remain for- 
ever a dramatie element in the Christian year. 
From an eminence, he looked upon His city and 
wept, because its citizens would not live up to 
its possibilities. 
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THE TENDRILS OF THE AFFECTIONS OF THIS | 


SEER AND IDEALIST WERE ENTWINED 
ABOUT THE CAPITAL. 


He was no impractical dreamer. He loved this 
beautiful earth and its people. He thought of 
the future in terms of His own city. He said 
very little about a Heaven in the Skies. He 
was interested in a Kingdom of God upon 
Earth. He wept when Jerusalem refused to be- 
come such, 


PALM SUNDAY SHOULD BE A FESTIVAL OF 
THE CITY. 


It should be the recognition on the part of the 
Chureh of the unlimited spiritual values of the 
centers of human living. This festival to every 
religious leader should interpret his home town 
in terms of the Infinite. He should open the 
eyes of citizens to the Divine possibilities of 
municipalities. 


THE HOLY CITY OF SCRIPTURE IS NOT IN 
THE HEAVENS. IT IS SOMETHING LET DOWN 
UPON THE EARTH. 


The city of extravagant description is every- 
one’s own town. It is in the future, but not in 
the air. It lies four-square on prairie, in moun- 
tain valley, on river banks, and back of the 
harbors of great seas. It is not celestial except 
jin idealism. It belongs to the earth. In it, 
God (and all that God represents) seeks mani- 
festation. 


THE ENTRANCING PICTURE OF THE IDEAL 
CITY IS A PRE-VISION OF A NEW AGE 
WHEN OLD AND UNSATISFACTORY THINGS 


ARE PASSED AWAY. 

The clergy read the story of a better earth 
when they bury the dead. They think that, by 
dying, men ¢an enter a golden city. Achieve- 
ment never comes to dead men. Men must live, 
and live earnestly, to have golden-streeted cities. 
The best chapters of Revelation should be read 
at municipal gatherings, at city council meet- 
ings, and be embossed for Mayor’s offices. 
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DRY THE TEARS OF THE CHRIST OF 2,000 YEARS 
AGO BY REDEEMING OUR CITIES FROM 
GROSS MATERIALISM AND ANIMALISM. 
LOOK TODAY, NOT UPON THE ANCIENT 
CITY OF JERUSALEM AND ITS DEFEATED 
LOVER; LOOK OVER YOUR OWN CITY, AND 
SEE IT BEING LET DOWN OUT OF HEAVEN 
UPON THE EARTH—A HOLY CITY. 


The Sorrow of the Pines 


Oh stately pines, why do you sigh? 
Tell me your secret sad; 

You who are green in a world of gray 
Should, so it seems, be glad. 


There must have been some tragedy | 
That happened long ago, 

To make the evergreens forlorn, 

And fill your songs with woe. 


’Tis passing strange, for are not you 
The chosen Christmas tree 
That holds the gayly colored lights 


What is this deeper sorrow then 
That causes mournful sigh? 

That cruel Cross—was it of pine— 
That held my LORD to die? 


—Grace H. Poffenberger. 


PHILADELPHIA, MARCH 14, 1929 
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Explanation of the Plan of Union 


PRESIDENT GEORGE W. RICHARDS, D. D., LL. 


he Plan of Union was prepared during 
the past year in joint sessions of the Com- 
missions on Union of three Churches: The 
Reformed Chureh in the United States, 
The Chureh of the United B:ethren in 
Christ, and The Evangelical Synod of 
North America. 


The pioneers of each of these Churches 


were of German and German Swiss des- 
cent. The first Reformed congregations 
were organized in Pennsylvania in the 
year 1725; the first Coetus was held in 


Philadelphia in 1747. A conference of min- 
isters and laymen met in the year 1800 in 
Frederick County, Maryland, and ‘‘united 
themselves into a society with the name, 
United Brethren in Christ.’’ At the same 
time William Otterbein and Martin Boehm 
were elected superintendents. Earlier con- 
ferences of this group were held in 1789 
and 1791. The first Book of Discipline was 
published..in 1815. The Evangelical 
Synod of _North America traces its origin 
to six ministers who met and organized a 
Synod at -Gravois Settlement, Missouri, in 
1840.. Four of. these ministers were mis- 
sionaries, two were sent by the Rhenish 
Missionary Society, and two by the Mis- 
sionary Society of Basel; the remaining 
two were independents, one coming from 
Bremen and one from Strassburg. These 
Churches at present are members of the 
Federal Council of the Churches of Christ 
in America, 


Plan of Organic Union 


The Plan proposes an organic union of 
the three Churches, not a federation nor 
an alliance. The union is to be effected 
by the organization of a supreme judica- 
tory to be known as the General Council of 
The United Church in America. It is to 
be constituted of an equal number of or- 
dained ministers and lay members who are 
to be chosen by the Classes, the Annual 
Conferences, and the District Confer- 
ences of the three Churches, in the same 
way as they chose delegates to their re- 
‘spective supreme judicatories before the 
union. There shall be one minister and 
one lay member for every five thousand, 
or major fraction thereof, of communicant 
members. In course of time, however, it 
is expected that the delegates to the Gen- 
eral Council will be chosen in the subordi- 
nate judicatories of The United Church in 
the same way. The General Council is to 
meet every four years; it may meet oftener 
if it so determines. 


The work now done by the General 
Synod and the General Conferences of the 
respective Churches will be conducted by 
the General Council. Its activities will 
be: Foreign Missions; Home Missions; Edu- 
eation, including Sunday Schools; Publi- 
cations; Ministerial, Relief; and such 
benevolent work as the Church at large 
may unde:take, There will be a Board of 
Foreign Missions, of Home Missions, of 
Christian Education, of Ministerial Relief, 
and of Publications; each: Boardis to be 
elected by and answerable to the General 
Couneil. Provision is made in the Plan 
for the consolidation of the Boards of the 
three Churehes as rapidly as the laws of 
the States, the charters, constitutions, and 
property rights will pe: mit. 


Subordinate Judicatories 

The subordinate judicatories of the three 
Churches which are now known as Synods 
and Classes in the Reformed Church, 
Annual Conferences in the United Breth- 
ren Church, and Distriet Conferences in 
the Evangelical Synod, are to continue un- 
changed for the present. Accordingly, 
they will conduct the work submitted to 
them by the General Council as they now 
conduct such work when it is submitted 


“and in the General Council. 


to them by the General Synod or the Gen- 
eral Conference. Through the adoption of 
a constitution of The United Chureh a uni- 
form method of procedure in the subordi- 
nate judicatories will be followed. The 
Pian provides that Classes, Annual Confer- 
ences, and District Conferences, covering 
the same territory, may be united at their 
own request into a District Council. Such 
union will be consummated by action of 
the General Council. Time will come, one 
cannot tell how soon, when there will be 
only the General Council and the District 
Councils in The United Church in Ameriea, 
and all the Classes, Annual Conferences, 
and District Conferences will be known as 
District Couneils. 


It is neither necessary nor practicable 
at once to unite the Classes and Confer- 
ences in the same region, and much less 
congregations of the three Churches in 
the same territory. It is reasonable to 
hope, however, that in territories, where 
none of the three Churches is largely rep- 
resented, or where one of the Churches is 
strong and the others are weak, a union of 
Classes and Conferences and even of con- 
gregation will take place in a few years. 
Under no circumstances, however, is a 
merging of Classes, Conferences, or congre- 
gations possible save at their own request. 
When new judicatories are established in 
mission fields, they will be called District 
Councils and, when new congregations are 
organized, they will be congregations of 
the United Church, not of one or the other 
of the uniting Churches. 


Supervision of the Church 


The Plan provides for the election of 
General Superintendents by the General 
Couneil,—the number of these officers to be 
determined by the General Couneil on the 
basis of area and membership, whieh will 
also define their duties and terms of office. 

Corresponding to the General Superin- 
tendents, District Superintendents are to 
be eleeted by a Synod or Conference, to 
supervise the work of the body that elects 
them. 

General Superintendents and District 
Superintendents are a new institution in 
the Reformed Chureh, one which doubt- 
less will raise many questions. Ministers 
and members will hesitate about accepting 
such a change of supervision. The Com- 
mission on Union fully realized the sig- 
nificanee of the change and, only after 
careful consideration, agreed to the inno- 
vation. Let us consider the implications 
of the proposed change. 

At present the right of oversight of con- 
gregations is vested in the Classis and the 
oversight of the Classis in the Synod and 
the General Synod. Neither the congre- 
gregations nor the Synods are independent 
bodies. Each is subject to the body above 
it. At present, communication between 
congregation and Classis, Classis _and 
Synod, Synod and the General Synod, is 
econdueted mainly through committees 
which are appointed by the judicatory for 
such purpose. The committees, however, 
cannot act without being authorized by the 
body that appoints them and they must 
report and their action must be confirmed 
by the appointing body. 


According to the Plan of Union the 
right of oversight of congregations is still 
vested in the Classis or the Conference, 
The method 
only of exercising such right is changed. 
The function of supervision is no longer 
delegated to a committee, but to officers 
who are chosen by a judicatory and to 
whom they are always responsible. These 
officers are designated as General and Dis- 
trict Superintendents whose duties are de- 
fined by act of General Council or of 
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Synod, or District or Annual Conference. 
Their terms of office are limited and at 
stated times new men will be elected or 
men in office will be re-elected. At present 
the supervision of congregations, Classes, 
and Synods in the Reformed Chureh, as 
far as. there is any, is entrusted to the 
Executive Committee of Classis or the 
Executive Committee of the General 
Synod. 

There are, also, numerous other commit- 
tees, extending from the General Synod 
through Synods and Classes to congrega- 
tions, such as the Missionary and Steward- 
ship Commission, and the Commission of 
Religious Education. To each of these Com- 
mittees a distinet form of work is as- 
signed. According to the Plan of Union 
much of the work that is now delegated to 
commissions and committees will be given 
to General and District Superintendents 
who are elected by the General Council or 
by the Synod or District Conference. It ig 
the conviction of the Commission that, 
officers, regularly chosen for the purpose 
and devoting all their time to their speei- 
fie task, will far more effectively carry on 
the work of the General Council than 
either commissions or committees. There 
is no change, as may at first appear, from 
a democratic to an aristocratic form of 
government. The principle of the over- 
sight of the lower by the higher body re- 
mains intact. The proposed manner of ex- 
ercising the oversight, however, is new in 
the Reformed Church. 

There is a growing feeling, not only in 
the Reformed Church, but in _ other 
Churches having the congregational or the’ 
presbyterial form of government, that in 
the interest of efficiency the Synods and 
the General Synod should appoint officers, 
corresponding to Superintendents, who 
would bring the work of the Chureh at 
large, in an authoritative and regular way, 
before the ministers and congregations. 
For more than a decade the Synod of the 
Lutheran Church in Pennsylvania has 
given the superintendency to its president, 
who is a salaried officer and devotes all his 
time to the oversight of the Synod’s ae- 
tivities. This institution, which was quite 
an innovation, seems to meet the approval 
of the ministers and the people of the 
Lutheran Church. I am quite sure that a 
District Superintendent or a General Su- 
perintendent would not be given more, if 
as much, authority as is now vested in the 
president of the Lutheran Synod. 


Appointment of Ministers of Congrega- 
tions or Charges 


According to the Plan the term of ser- 
vice of a minister of a congregation or 
charge is without limit. In other words, 
the itinerant system which was once in 
vogue in the United Brethren Church, and 
the custom of appointing ministers of con- 
gregations or charges annually at the 
meeting of the Annual Conference whieh 
is now in vogue in the United Brethren 
Church, are given up. The authority of 
placing ministers is entrusted to a Station- 
ing Committee consisting of the General 
Superintendent of the area, the Superin- 
tendents of the Synod or Conference, and 
one lay member of the Synod or the Con- 
ference. 


When a minister desires a change of 
pastorate he is to send his request with 
reasons for the same to the Stationing 
Committee. When a congregation or 
charge desires a change of minister, the 
secretary of the judicatory of the congre- 
gation or charge is to send a written re- 
quest with reasons for the same to the 
Stationing Committee. This Committee 
is to take the whole matter in hand and 


(Continued on page 24) 


!] 
il 


Marcu 14, 1929 REFORMED 


CHURCH 


MESSENGER 3 


VOL. CII, No. 16 


PHILADELPHIA, PA., MARCH 14, 1929 


Whole Number 5108 


D, D., Executive Secretary. 


Leinbach, 


The Publication and Sunday School 

Published ey sdav Board of the Reformed Church in the 
a Se ee eT ee United States, The Rev. C. Clever, D. D., 
The Schaff Suilding, Fif- President; The Rev. C. F. Kriete, D. D., 
. ; >, a Vice-Pres.; The Rev. Paul J. Dundore, 
teenth and Race Streets, _ a~ Ph, D., Recording Sec’y.: Prof. C. 0. 
Philadelphia, Pa. Althouse, Treasurer; The Rev. Paul 8. 


(FOUNDED IN 1827) 


SUBSCRIPTIONS: Per year in advance, $2.50; Single Copy, 6 cents. 
are sent until there is a special order for discontinuance. 
the wrapper; but receipts will be returned by letter 
Schaff Puilding, 15th and Race Streets, Philadelphia, 


when a 
Pas; 


correspondence in care of the Business Department, Reformed Chureh Messenger. 


to the REFORMED CHURCH MESSENGER. 


Remittances 
stamp 
articles for publication in care of the Editor; 


In accordance with the almost universal wish of our subscribers, papers 
are acknowledged by latest 


date following the subscriber’s name om 
purpose. All mail addressed to 
subseriptions and other business 
Cheeks in payment of subscriptions should be made payable 


is enclosed for that should be 


The Rev. PAuL SeIBERT LEINBACH, D. D., Litt. D., Editor-in-Chief 


The Rev. A. S. Bromer, Associate Editor and Business 


The Rev. THEO. F. HERMAN, D. D. 
Departmental 
Wdizoras The Rev. CHARLES E. SCHAEFFER, D. D. 
{ Mrs. H. W. Evson 


Secretary 
Business Department 

GrorRGE W. WAIDNER, Circulation Manager 
Miss L. M. Harris, Office Subscription Manager 


The MESSENGER welcomes all news of the Reformed Church and all ideas and suggestions helpful to Christian life and service, from 


Pastors, Stated Clerks of Classes, members of Consistories, officers of Church Societies or other responsible contributors. 
The MESSENGER does not assume responsibility for the views expressed in contributed articles. 


$1.68 per Inch each Insertion. 
Reading Notices, leaded, three times the price of display per counted line. 


the writer is required in all cases. 
ADVERTISING RATE: Twelve cents per Agate Line each Insertion. 
Notices, set solid, double the price of display per counted line. 
Address all communications 


about advertising to THE RELIGIOUS PRESS ASSOCIATION, 825 North Thirteenth 


The signature of 


(Fourteen lines to an inch.) Spectal 


Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


All other communications should be addressed to FIFTEENTH AND RACE STREETS, Philadelphia. 


~ Entered at the Postoffice at Philadelphia, Pa., as second-class 


of postage 


matter, January 138th, 1902. 


Acceptance for mailing at the special rate’ 


re 


— ete = 


yrovided in Section 1108, Act of October 3, 1917, authorized on July 11, 1918. 


So SS 0 


00S 00S SS 0] 


190 ¢ 


© Oo ( aaa | ©) ©) ( 


> o'O 


| 1D 96> IF EMO TS EE 


DO O¢ > ©« 


JAE 


DO © ' 


—— > 00 


) © © Ba 00 Go 0 0 G00 


THE LOVE THAT WAS STRONGER THAN 
DEATH 


Writing on “The Revelation of the Cross,” James Reid 
of Eastbourne said: “The enemies of Jesus put Him on 
a cross, and it became a throne. His death revealed the 
nature of their sin, their malice and their pride. How 
futile it all was! It could kill the body; that was its cheap 
triumph; but, after that, there was nothing more that it 
could do. It could not kill the love that was in His heart; 
and it came to them, and to the world after them, that 
malice and pride were defeated on the cross because 
they could not conquer love. That is the real defeat of 
the men who crucified Jesus—it was the fact that, when 
they had done their worst, they could not break His spirit, 
or make Him like themselves. Love won its victory be- 
cause, in the face of sin, it could suffer the last agony, 
and yet remain love.” 


How beautifully this expresses the very essence of that 
supreme event on Calvary! That unconquerable love is 
the secret of Jesus: it is the very heart of His personal- 
ity. To see that in Him is to see that which our hearts 
call God, and instinctively we bow down in wonder and 
worship. So when that Roman centurion in charge of 
the execution saw the ruin he had wrought and yet saw 
love shining in such a radiance of forgiveness and com- 
passion as he had never before witnessed in a sinful 
world, he cried out, “Truly this was the Son of God!” 

But it is surely not enough to stand before the Cross 
of Calvary and believe that love won a victory there; 
that is easy, if we stand there with open eyes. We can 
only come to know that the love which was in Christ 
is today the very power and omnipotence of God, if we 
actually test it out in our own lives, as we face the hatred, 
spite and selfishness of the world. “The wonderful face 
that looks down from that Cross upon our streets and 
council-chambers and battlefields is apt to fade like a 
dream, unless somehow we can gain the power to keep 
the vision. The spirit of the Cross is not only to be felt, 
it is to be lived. If we are to keep our convictions, we 
must live them.” We too must learn the way of love and 
sympathy with the sufferings, heartaches and bereavements 
of others. We too must learn the way of love in for- 


giveness, even forgiving love of our enemies. No matter 
how much we sing about the Cross of Christ, or profess 
to find in it the hope of a world’s redemption, men will 
not see Christ because of what we say unless they see in 
our lives the faith in the sacrificial and overcoming love 
which conquered sin and death on the Cross. 
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THE PRESIDENT’S RINGING PROCLAMATION 


It is always a day of profound significance in the life 
of a Republic when a new Chief Magistrate begins his 
Administration. On March 4, 1929, the man who had 
taken the oath of office almost seven years ago, by the 
light of a dim oil-lamp in an humble Vermont farmhouse, 
stepped with characteristically quiet dignity out of the 
White House, and his place was taken by another, the 
orphaned son of an obscure Quaker blacksmith in Iowa, 
who won his way to the heights through a brilliant career 
of achievement and service to mankind. Herbert Hoover 
has become our President, and as such is entitled to the 
prayers, the good-will, the active co-operation of all good 
Americans. Such an attitude of tolerance and helpfulness 
can and should be vouchsafed by every Christian, whether 
or not we agree with the details of political policies pro- 
posed by the President. 


The MEssENGER cannot at this time discuss the various 
features of the inauguration and of Mr. Hoover’s excel- 
lent address to his fellow-countrymen. But surely one 
of the passages of that historic declaration needs to be 
emphasized and long remembered. We commend its 
thoughtful consideration to every citizen, and we repeat, 
with all possible earnestness, our utter agreement with 
its wise and statesmanlike position. If words have any 
meaning, this utterance at the beginning of his gigantic 
task demonstrates the unqualified acceptance by President 
Hoover of leadership in a war to the finish against the 
wet conspiracy which has threatened the very disruption 
of our government by undermining the integrity of our 
Constitution. His first obligation, as he conceives it, is 
to safeguard self-government against “the most malign” 
of all the dangers now threatening it—disregard and dis- 
obedience of law—and “to re-establish the vigor and ef- 
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fectiveness of law enforcement.” And he closes this por- 
tion of his address with this vigorous and challenging ap- 
peal to the people, which should reach the mind and heart 
of every true American: “A large responsibility rests 
directly upon our citizens. There would be little traffic 


in illegal liquor if only criminals patronized it. We must 
awake to the fact that this patronage from large numbers 
of law-abiding citizens is supplying the rewards and sti- 
mulating crime. I have been selected by you to execute 
and enforce the laws of the country. I propose to do so 
to the extent of my own abilities; but the measure of 
success that the government shall attain will depend upon 
the moral support which you, as citizens, extend. ‘The 
duty of citizens to support the laws of the land is co-equal 
with the duty of their government. No greater national 
service can be given by men and women of good will— 
who, I know, are not unmindful of the responsibilities of 
citizenship—than that they should, by their example, assist 
in stamping out crime and outlawry by refusing participa- 
tion in and condemning all transactions with illegal liquor. 
Our whole system of self-government will crumble either 
if officials elect what laws they will enforce or citizens 
elect what laws they will support. The worst evil of dis- 
regard for some law is that it destroys respect for all law. 
For our citizens to patronize the violation of a particular 
law on the ground that they are opposed to it is destruc- 
tive of the very basis of all that protection of life, of 
homes and property which they rightly claim under other 
laws. If citizens do not like a law, their duty as honest 
men and women is to discourage its violation; their right 
is openly to work for its repeal. To those of criminal 
mind there can be no appeal but vigorous enforcement 
of the law. Fortunately they are but a small percentage 
of our people. Their activities must be stopped.” 


Verily, it is up to each one of us to determine whether 
we shall, by precept and example, be found to be in line 
with our President in this high enterprise of freemen. 
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“THE KING OF KINGS” 


The writer is not a “movie fan,’ and for various reasons 
seldom visits a movie theater. Recently, however, the pic- 
ture—‘The King of Kings’—came to town and, partly, 
because of the warm commendation of Dr. Cadman, he 
went to see it. His reactions were not altogether favor- 
able to the picture; it has many interesting and instructive 
features, and probably for many, is well worth seeing. The 
portrayal of Jesus is in the main dignified and beautiful, 
but the present writer would feel disposed to criticise some 
of the appearances mildly, to say the least. 


A feature to be highly commended is the presentation on 
the screen of numerous fine and beautiful texts of Scrip- 
ture. It is more than probable that thousands of those who 
have seen, and will see, this famous picture have thus seen 
and read these verses, and, depicted as they are in shining 
letters, some of these noble verses will linger long in their 
memories ; may it not be hoped that in many instances this 
great promise will be fulfilled—‘My word shall not return 
unto Me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, 
and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it!” 


May it not be hoped, moreover, that the mild, patient, 
gentle face of Jesus, as it is so finely represented in the 
picture, and measureably true to life, will make a powerful 
appeal to many who would not listen to spoken appeals, or 
if listening would not heed them? How hardened must be 
the hearts that would not be moved by the representation 
of Jesus on the Cross, as He prays, “Father, forgive them, 
for they know not what they do!” 


The story told of Zinzendorf, the illustrious Moravian 
leader, is to the point. It is said that he was one day 
strolling through a famous picture gallery when he came 
to a great painting of Jesus hanging on the Cross; beneath 
the painting was inscribed the legend, “This I did for thee; 
what hast thou done for Me?” The truth pierced his heart 
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through and through, and he became penitent and sur- 
rendered himself to God. May there not be some incipient 
Zinzendorfs who will look upon this representation and 
follow Jesus? 

The presentation of Mary of Magdala, however, is to be 
severely criticised; it is false and disgusting. There is not 
the slightest intimation in the Bible story that she was a 
harlot. It is true that Jesus cast out the demons that 
possessed her, but there is no ground for thinking that they 
were demons of lust. She was afflicted, almost certainly, with 
some form of insanity. In those days such afflictions were 
thought to be of demonic origin. What a diabolical scene 
is that in which Mary is represented as endeavoring to lead 
Jesus into vice! It was to this writer repulsive and largely 
spoiled the whole picture for him. When so much of this 
presentation is good and beautiful, why should the producer 
make it false and disgusting by catering to the prurient 
tastes and appetites of the vicious? —G.S.R. 
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COULD WE COME TO THIS? 


At present the Sunday broadcasting is a mixture of spirit- 
uality, worldliness and jazz. We can hear for one hour an 
uplifting Church service, and then for the next hour or 
more we can hear almost anything we wish to hear. 

The power of the radio to mould and shape national 
thought is tremendous; only it is not doing it because there 
is no such thing as co-ordinated purpose on the part of the 
broadcasting stations. 

The spiritual, moral, ethical and social well being of a 
nation determines its usefulness, its powers and its per- 
manency. If the managers of the broadcasting stations 
would get together and discuss and formulate a general 
principle or principles to determine the nature of the things 
to be broadcasted on Sundays, they could, if they made 
their programs such as to conform to that which is spiritual, 
moral, ethical and social, exert an influence for good on the 
people that would be incalculable. It would far surpass in 
value any financial returns at present derived from the 
questionable and at times baldly commercial Sunday broad- 
casting. 

Probably the suggestion of such idealistic broadcasting 
may seem highly visionary; yet we have risen to other 
things which once seemed visionary. There is one thing 
certain: af one broadcasting station would announce a Sun- 
day program that was in thorough harmony with the day, 
it would have a naughty host of “listeners in,’ who would 
rejoice that the program they heard was devoid of that 
clamor and din of secularity which they heard so constantly 
throughout the week. What a relief it would be! 


—Now AND THEN. 
5 aly Fs 


VIA CRUCIS 


Matter travailed in molten mass, and then the earth 
was born. Fine gold must first be burned of its dross. 
A tulip bulb is forced to tear itself asunder before it 
crowns itself in bloom. The child is born in pain. 


Humanity has suffered as it has grown. It has tra- 
vailed for new ideas, new laws, new life. When greatest 
light dawned for the world, it must have hurt the Father’s 
heart to give His only Son. 


Jesus suffered from dawn to dark. Their ears were 
shut. Their eyes were closed. Their hearts were hard- 
ened. They would not understand. After Jesus had suf- 
fered in mind and heart beyond the human enduring, 
they tortured His poor frame to the death. He travailed 
from Bethlehem to Golotha, and out of His pain has 
come The Kingdom of God. We are the bloom of that 
bulb. 

Is suffering, then, the way of life? Is the Cross the 
way of birth and growth? The-answer is: “Yesiieavm 
long as humanity is contented in its ignorance, its indif- 
ference, its carelessness, its selfishness, its sin, just so long 
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must the Cross be the way of life. 
who know of Love, will find it. 
suffer unto sacrifice. ; 


Only a few, those 
For, Love alone can 


Love is measured by its capacity for suffering. The 
Love of the Christ is so measured and His suffering was 
super-human, Divine. 


We, as Christians, strive to pattern Jesus, to learn of 
His Love. His Love for you and for me made Him 
suffer like a God. Can we drink the cup? Can we fol- 
low the way of the Cross as He followed? 


Perhaps we should make Passion Week our week of 
Passion, and in it fit ourselves for a greater suffering 
that the world may have a greater life. “Greater Love 
hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for 
his friend.” —CLEMENT W. Der CHANT. 


* * Xx 


REPEATING SERMONS 


“Should sermons ever be repeated?’ When a question 
like that is asked by two persons within a week, we almost 
suspect it to be a sly dig at Board Secretaries or Theo- 
logical Professors, or even at Editors, who are occasion- 
ally charged with retailing shop-worn goods. Indeed, 
they are supposed to have a pretty easy time, once their 
sermon barrel is supplied with a stock of samples more 
or less appropriate for the important occasions of the 
Church year. Sometimes pastors announce that they are 
repeating a certain sermon by “request.” At other times 
it may be done more or less surreptitiously, under cover 
of a different text or pretext, possibly to ascertain how 
much of it is remembered by the more or less attentive 
parishioners. Let it be said frankly that some sermons 
ought to be repeated by all means, even if some Church 
members do not think so. We commend the following 
comment by the Watchiman-Examiner : 


“Awhile ago we heard a man say that he had been 
preaching for 25 years and had never repeated a sermon! 
We wonder if his sermons were worth repeating! We 
wonder if they were worth preaching the first time! Only 
lazy, indifferent, worthless preachers repeat sermons to 
save hard work. A friend told us that his pastor’s ser- 
mon manuscripts which he brought to the pulpit were 
yellow with age and dog-eared from much use. The 
preacher was obliged to move on the next year. We 
suppose that he is still on the move. On the other hand, 
if by much thought and honest labor a man produces a 
sermon that blesses the people, why should it not be re- 
peated to other congregations? Dwight L. Moody once 
said: ‘If you use a hammer to drive in 99 nails, and you 
still have a hundredth to drive in, do not throw away your 
old hammer and get a new one just because you drove 
in 99 nails with the old one.’ A real preacher will put 
about as much work on an old sermon as on a new one. 
A sermon, born a long time ago, must be born again 
before it is worth preaching again. Use your old sermons, 
of course, but do not misuse them.” 


* *K 


TIN CAN BIOGRAPHIES 


Some have characterized the past decade as peculiarly 
notable for its “iconoclastic biographies.” A favorite ac- 
tivity of a certain school of writers has been to dislodge 
popular idols from their pedestals and to exhibit their 
real or supposed foibles and shortcomings to our scandal- 
loving contemporaries, often with nauseating detail and 
venom. We need not find fault with a zest for historical 
accuracy, which refuses to examine famous personages 
merely as dead specimens to be viewed through the micro- 
scope of time. Every man of genius had his human side, 
and sensible people will agree that he should not be por- 
trayed as a sinless seraph untouched by the infirmities of 
our common humanity. But after admitting this, we can 
logically express our abhorrence at the attitude of literary 
vultures who exaggerate and apparently exult over the 
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most putrid passages in the lives of the greatest men and 
women of the past. 

It is usually a part and parcel of the unholy attempt 
to “tear down the altars of trust” in human nature, to 
call into question the reality of all virtue, to proclaim all 
men as dishonest and all women as impure. It is an im- 
pious business, and already we can sense the rising tide 
of indignation against these smart Alecks, and the rejec- 
tion of their false and unbalanced testimony, as an un- 
worthy libel against those whose memories should be cher- 
ished in sacred honor. It will be recalled that when the 
attention of Calvin Coolidge was called to a peculiarly 
questionable interpretation of the life of George Washing- 
ton which appeared a few years ago, Mr. Coolidge gazed 
out of the White House windows and remarked drily: 
“T see that his monument still stands!” 


One of the most straightforward and satisfying words 
about the gentry among our intelligentsia who officiate as 
self-appointed shock-troops is to be found in this state- 
ment by the distinguished New York pastor, Dr. Charles 
E. Jefferson: “We have in our country at the present time 
a little coterie of reckless writers who think it smart to 
use words which shock. Their supreme ambition is to 
give a jolt. To do this they make use of violent words. 
They make extravagant and sometimes preposterous asser- 
tions. They take delight in pulling down things which have 
been long exalted and in contradicting things which have 
been universally accepted. They are never so happy as when 
trampling on a belief which has been held sacred, and in 
besmirching the name of some great man who has for 
generations been revered. Such writers always make a 
stir. They are sure to arrest attention. One is curious 
to know what they will say next. Now and then they 
write a sentence which is really clever. Many persons 
are attracted to them. They worship them as idols. To 
a few they become almost demigods. Others, on the 
other hand, are repulsed by them. They despise them 
and hurl thunderbolts against them. They fear them as 
nuschief makers and answer them and shudder at the 
enormous harm they do. 


“But all such frightened souls should put away their 
fears. These blatant and irresponsible scribblers have 
little influence, after all. They attract attention, but this 
does not mean they leave a mark upon thoughtful minds. 
They get people to talking about them and are often 
quoted; but this is only for a little time. A wise man 
said long ago that ‘the name of the wicked shall rot’ 
That is true also of those whose business it is to say smart 
things for the purpose of shocking people. Their name 
rots sooner than the name of anyone else. There is not 
a man in the United States today who is writing for the 
purpose of shocking people who will be quoted four years 
after he is dead. Nearly all of them will be forgotten be- 
fore they are dead. They are on the way already to obliv- 
ion. The world is already growing weary of them. . That 
is the penalty which a man pays for trying to be smart. 
His smartness soon wears thin. He uses words which 
shock at first, but these soon lose their virtue; they shock 
no longer. He says things which stir the blood because 
of their absurdity or falseness, but the blood soon be- 
comes quiet and he can stir it no more. Men who five 
years ago were read eagerly are already losing their vogue. 
They were read enthusiastically by many students in our 
colleges and our students have already grown weary of 
them. The student mind cannot be imposed on by cheap 
antics indefinitely. ©The men who start out by tearing 
everything to pieces and spitting on everything that is 
sacred and denying everything which men of sense live 
by, soon discover that there is nothing more that they can 
do. The vitriolic adjectives are limited in number, and 
the jibes and calumnies become stale and irksome. The 
writers who to juveniles seemed likely to take their place 
among the immortals turn out to be cheap imitators of 
foreign masters, repudiated by the masses and scorned 
even by those who once adored them. <A writer of this 
type may be properly likened to a dog with a tin can tied 
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an entire village agog. He dashes wildly through the ( 

street and everybody looks at him. The small boys 

especially laugh at him and even try to follow him, It The Parables of Safed the Sage 

is a great day for them. The older people also look on 
amused, for the spectacle is out of the usual order. The ||©« > ©« DOC ) © Ceara 


excited, but the excitement 
is short lived. The dog cannot run long. ‘The tin can 
works itself loose. Silence comes. The town immediately 
sinks back into its accustomed ways of thinking and act- 
ing, The next day the dog with the tin can lingers in 
the memory of a few as a joke. The day after he 1s 
forgotten altogether.” 


whole town is more or less 


ae 
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ACTING LIKE CHRISTIANS 

Under the heading, ‘“Theologues Try Christianity,” the 
Christian Herald tells the story of a group of theological 
students at Evanston, Ills., who imagined that the way to 
be a Christian was to begin by acting like a Christian, It 
seems that among the many who are earning their way 
through school, 13 served the nurses’ tables of the Evans- 
ton Hospital. Of these 13, two were colored. Several 
days ago the colored men were discharged—hecause, so 
far as could be learned, of their color. The other 11 
waiters then issued this statement: ““We can not as min- 
isters of the Gospel hold down a position when our fel- 
low students are ejected on the basis of color. We con- 
ceive this to be unchristian, ungentlemanly and disloyal 
to those who are our fellow-workers in a great task. 
It is our intention to quit our position Feb. 8, unless the 
colored men are reinstated as employees.” Inasmuch as 
the colored men were not reinstated, the working theo- 
logues with one accord gave up their jobs, after they had 
served the evening meal. The Herald’s comment is: “An 
event like that reassures us about the future of the Chris- 
tian Church.” 


Why should it be thought queer, almost fanatical, to 
niake such sacrifices for a principle, to be willing to bear 
a cross rather than surrender a conviction? Doubtless 
many in these easy-going days would counsel compromise 
and prefer that such troublesome consciences be drugged 
into quiescence. But is it too much to ask, in Holy Week 
at any rate, that those who profess faith in Christ should 
begin to practice Christianity! “The real test of our 
nearness to God,” once wrote A. C. Benson, “is the way 
we feel about one another.’ Well, suppose we test our- 
selves right now as to our deliverance from petty per- 
sonal spites, hates and jealousies; from all the meanness 
and degradation of class distinctions and racial prejudices ; 
from all sectarianism which sunders and wounds the body 
of Christ; and from all narrow and parochial nationalism, 
which prevents us from treating as brothers any of “our 
Father’s other children.’ Do we also believe that the way 
to be a Christian is to begin by feeling and acting like a 
Christian ? 


THE PARABLE OF THE WAR CRY 


I lodged in an Hotel, and a fierce Storm was blowing 
down the Street. And the Snow was driven by the Cold 
Wind, and it was not easy for folk that they should keep 
their Footing. And in a Doorway over against my win- 
dow stood a Salvation Army Lassie with a pitiful little 
handful of the War Cry. And no one bought of her, for 
that the Wind was Cold, and the folk were in haste to get 
on about their Business. 

And I went to the Elevator, and I spake unto the Man 
who operated it, saying, Here is a Shekel. Hand it unto 
one of the lads at the Front Door and ask him to hasten 
across the Street, and buy all the War Crys of the Sal- 
vation girl who is there, and tell her to go home out of 
the Storm. 

And I did not read the Papers which he brought unto 
me, but I felt warmer in mine own Room when I beheld 
her disappearing through the Snow. 

And I have often considered such-like folk, whose ways 
are not my ways nor whose thought of things Theologickal 
my thoughts, but whose spirit ip admire. For selling the 
War Cry for the cause of Christ getteth a woman’s name 
into no Blue Book as the organizer of Bridge Parties for 
the Glory of God may do, but I admire the lady with the 
War Cry quite as much as the lady with the Pasteboards 
and her portrait in the Society Column. 

Now it hath come to pass not once nor twice that friends 
of mine have besought me, saying, Thou takest now and — 
then a pot shot at those who pester thee with Good Causes ; 
write thou a Parable which shall help those who have laid 
upon them the heavy burden of securing reluctant Shekels 
for those same Good Causes. 

And I have replied, saying, I will not do it; but what 
the Lord giveth me to write, that will I write, and I will 
not be the mouthpiece of any Good Cause, however 
worthy, save the Cause of speaking what God shall give 
me to speak. And this hath been an Occasion of Sorrow 
to worthy friends of mine. Yet this do I say, that when- 
ever | behold a man or a woman laboring hard.in a 
Stonier Part of the Vineyard than that which hath fallen 
to me, I say in mine heart, Whether it be the grace of 
God or mine own shirking of Hard Tasks that hath given 
me a Job less arduous than this man or this woman, the 
little that I give is a small enough price for me to pay 
for mine own Immunity. Wherefore will I add another 
Shekel to my Check. 

Yes, and when I deal with the Salvation Army girl who 
selleth the War Cry, and with such-like folk, I will not 
be too careful of my Change. 


PASSION WEHKEK MESSAGES 


BEAUTY FOR ASHES 


Addison H. Groff 


From Ash Wednesday to Easter the 
Christian had the great privilege of walk- 
ing along ‘‘the sorrowful way’’ with the 
Master and Saviour of men. It is the way 
of ashes and humiliation. It is also the 
highway to glory. 

Ashes have ever been used as the sym- 
bol of sorrow and grief. ‘‘I am become as 
dust and ashes,’’ cries the patient Job 
from the depths of his ‘‘divine despair.’’ 


‘‘Ashes to ashes, dust to dust,’’ speaks 
the burial liturgy, and beside ‘the grave 
we join the great company of the broken- 
hearted. 

Nevertheless, after the lapse of cen- 
turies we have come to believe mightily 
in the healing that comes on the Via Do- 
lorosa, The Alexanders, the Caesars, the 
Napoleons,—each a giant that once be- 
strode the world like a colossus—are gone, 
but the Man of Galilee abides, and every 
passing year adds to the measure of the 
stature of His fullness. Today, in our 


moments of deepest thought and highest 
hope, we still turn to the ‘‘Man of Sor- 
rows and Acquainted with Grief.’’ 

Not for such as Pilate and Herod are the 
ashes of life. ‘‘I will be a friend of 
Caesar at any cost,’’ says Pilate, and de- 
livers the Innocent to the mob, ‘I will 
have my brother’s wife despite the pro- 
tests of a thousand prophets,’’ says Herod, 
and orders the head of John brought in to 
satisfy his enamoured’s murderous whim. 

The wise and thoughtful, however, know 
the beauty that lies in ashes. Omar sings; 
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I sometimes think that never blows so red 

The rose as where some buried Caesar bled; 

That every hyacinth the garden wears, 

Dropped in its lap from some onee lovely 
head. 


Peter is warming himself at the fire. He 
has no business there. He should be in 
the court room at this Master’s side. How 
we wish he would stand up before Pilate 
and say: ‘‘I am this Man’s friend. If you 
crucify Him, crucify me also.’’? But Peter 
remains without, and so far from standing 
up for his Friend, he denies that he even 
knows Him. The cock crows and Peter’s 
big opportunity is lost. Jesus is led away 
to be «rucified and Peter is left alone with 


the ashes of his cowardice and defeat. He 
has denied his Lord! He goes out and 


weeps bitterly—and in his tears he finds 
himself. And today we see h'm raised by 
the love of His Friend, from the ashes of 
despair to immortal honor. 

When we first meet Mary Magdelene she 
is like nothing so much as a dying fire. 
The ardor of her young heart had wasted its 
sweetness on the desert air of man’s im- 
pure desire. The fire has gone out—the 
world would say—‘‘forever.’’ Only the 
Son of God can perceive the undying spark 
in Mary’s soul, and only He ean fan it 
into flame. .He touches her life into 
beauty and we see her ‘‘last at the Cross 
and first at the tomb.’’ 

In the reign of Nero many Christians 
were arrested, condemned, and executed 
by being tied aloft on pillars, covered with 
pitch, and then fire was applied and in 
the glare of their burning tortures Nero and 
his court danced and sang. 

Now there is nothing left. Rome has 
spoken and all that remains of Christian- 
ity is the ashes of ther faithful martyrs. 
But there seems to be something in those 
ashes which cannot die. The smoke and 
flame reveal what smoke and flame cannot 
destroy—undying love. From the ashes of 
persecution the Christian Church rose to 
power and glory and the might of Rome 
became a memory. 

The ‘‘Atlantie Monthly’’ has just pub- 
lished some new Lincolniana among which 
are some letters that passed between Lin- 
eoln and his first love, Ann Rutledge. 
They had come to love each other dearly 
and were very happy. But their dream 
of happiness was short-lived. Death part- 
ed the lovers, and Lincoln shed many bit- 
ter tears above Ann’s grave. He was 
broken hearted. Twelve years later Lin- 
eoln is in Congress and writes as follows 
to his friend Calhoun (the letter is given 
in the ‘‘Atlantic Monthly’’ material re- 
ferred to above): 

cc... . then, like a ray of sunshine 
and as brief—she flooded my life, and at 
times, like today, when I traverse past 
paths, I see this picture before me—fever 
burning the light from her dear eyes, 
urging me to fight for the right 
begged me to count no sacrifice too great 
to do the Lord’s work..... Sometimes I 
feel that in Heaven she is pleading for my 
furtherance.’’ 

Ann’s fever-worn body had turned to 
dust. But there was something in their 
hearts that no grave could hold, and from 
the ashes of their broken dreams rose an 
undying flame that helped to make Lincoln 
the man the was. 

It is midnight and our Lord is alone in 
Gethsemane.- His dearest friends, Peter, 
James and John, are asleep. They could 
not watch with Him one hour. Away some- 
where in the dark Judas is receiving the 
eoins that will send his Master to the 
Cross and his own soul to destruction. 
Jesus sees it all:—the betrayal, the arrest, 
the trial, Peter’s cowardly denial, the 
crown of thorns and the derision of the 
erowd. And on a hill—three crosses. 

Tt is all over. Roman power and Jewish 
hate are triumphant. Nothing remains, 
no human sympathy, no words of friend- 


ship—nothing. Nothing—except His faith 
in God. That never fails, and armed with 
this alone He faces forward undismayed. 
From the ashes of Gethsemane he passes 
to the glory of the Easter dawn. 

Is it not worth your while to walk with 
your Master along the road of sorrow and 
pain that you may come to know the fel- 
lowship of His sufferings and the power of 
His resurrection, exchanging the ashes of 
your grief for the beauty that never 
fades? 


GOD’S LOVE IN THE SUFFERING 
CHRIST 


L. C. T. Miller 

If Jesus Christ was merely the victim 
of a degenerate religion and an unserupu- 
lous government, the best and about the 
only thing we can do is to nail fast the 
doors of our Churehes and advertise them 
for sale. Our indifferent members join 
hands with thankless beneficiaries of 
Christian civilization in registering their 
willingness that this be done. To the 
gamblers at the foot of the cross; to the 
wagging heads and gossiping tongues that 
stood nearby; even to those disciples, 
cringing from fear in the distance, Jesus 
was little more than a victim. There was 
one man, however, standing within the 
shadow of the cross who saw something 
else. That man was the Roman captain. 
The soldiers who drove the nails that day 
were under his command. It may be that 
he knew something of what happened in 
Gethsemane the night before. No doubt 
he had ‘seen Jesus standing before His ac- 
cusers. He had heard Him speak from the 
cross. He knew His sufferings. And when 
he saw Him ‘‘so give up the ghost,’’ he 
said, ‘‘Truly this man was the Son of 
God.’’ To the Roman captain, Jesus was 
the victor. 

He who would see more than the victim 
in Jesus must learn to know the victory 
of His life. He must go with Him thru 
the wilderness of temptation, thru the 
darksome days of discouragement, into the 
awfulness of death’s bereavements. Be 
fore he can know what Jesus means he 
must hear quiet voices and feel an unseen 


companionship, ‘‘Let not your heart be 
troubled. Ye believe in God.’? ‘‘Lo, I 


am with you always, even unto the end of 
the world.’’ It is not in the scholarly 
books and learned pronouncements of our 
thinkers that we learn the revelation of 
Jesus on Calvary, but in our personal 
Christian experiences. Turning our eyes 
toward the suffering Christ, our hardened 
hearts are softened. As we look at Him, a 
calming, soothing something steals over us, 
like mother’s gentle touch in ehildhood’s 
years; and fears are gone, new hopes are 
born, a new life calls. Thru this suffering 
of Christ pours the Father’s chastening, yet 
comforting love. 

The thief may curse, soldiers may gam- 
ble; thanklessness and indifference may 
rivet many eyes to the ground. But he 
who lifts his eyes to the Cross to see Him, 
the ‘‘Lifted Up’’ One, and takes his own 
cross to follow, finds in Christ’s sufferings 
the love of God that passeth all under- 
standing. 


Elizabethtown, Pa. 


BEHOLD THE MAN! 
Edwin S. Leinbach 


So eried Pontius Pilate to the Jews 
nineteen hundred years ago, seeking to re- 
lease Jesus because he could find no fault 
in Him. But the ‘‘god of this world’’ 
blinded their eyes and hardened their 
hearts, so that they could not recognize in 
Jesus the Supreme Man of the ages, the 
Son of the Living God. Goaded doubtless 
by the high priests, the people shouted, 
‘“Orucify Him, Crucify Him.’’? On that 
fateful day, they failed to realize ‘‘the 
things that belonged to their peace,’’ and 


so they rejected the Lord of Glory., They 
would not come to Jesus, the Christ, ‘‘that 
they might have life.’’ Truly, ‘‘they made 
the great refusal,’’ and, thereby, have 
given to the world the spectacle of one of 
earth’s outstanding tragedies. 


““Once to every man and nation comes the 
moment to decide, : 

In the strife of truth with falsehood, 
for the good or evil side.’’ 
came unto His own, and 
received Him not.’’ 


“SELG His own 


In this sweetly solemn season we, like 
the Jews of old, ale again challenged to 
choose between the rivals which are striv- 
ing for our love and devotion. Jesus is 
confronting us as on that eventful occasion, 
when Pilate said: ‘‘Beholdthe Man!’’ 
Then the people of His own race had 
their opportunity, now we have ours. What 
are we going to do with Jesus Christ? 
How are we going to treat Him and His 
imperial demands upon our reverénée and 
loyalty? Shall we crucify Him ‘anew by 
our apathy and worldliness, or shall we 
give ourselves to Him in glad surrender 
and whole-hearted consecration? 

Let us note the significance of that little 
word, Behold! Amid the tumult of our 
lives in these difficult times, when’ we are 
deeply perplexed in our quest of a satis- 
fying and sustaining answer to the ‘‘rid- 
dle of the universe,’’ ‘and when’ many 
loud, raucous voices are clamoring’'to dis- 
tract and entice us, we need to pay strict 
attention to the timely ‘injunction’ embed- 
ded in that striking ‘word; ''Behold! 
Gathering together all our faculties and 
powers, let us by one’ supreme exertion of 
our whole being, focus upon tle character 
and life, the sufferings and death of our 
Lord. In the great drama of’ life into 
which our Heavenly Father hath ‘called us, 
let us be sure that, with''all our ‘getting, 
we neglect not ‘‘the one thing needful, 
which shall not be taken away from us.’’ 
May the life of fellowship with God in 
Christ Jesus be our precious and abiding 
pursuit. And the pathway to this happy 
and fruitful communion’ with the Eternal, 
is the sincere following of Him who said: 
“*T am the Way, the Truth arid the Life.’’ 
“‘Behold the Man!’’ ‘‘*See° the® Christ 
stand.’’ 

Let us look upon this Man, and see 
humanity’s ideal. From Him-we learn how 
high a human being may rise. ‘‘‘O that 
aman might arise in me, that the man I 
am may cease to be.’’ In the’ company of 
this Son of Man we get a richer insight 
into the golden possibilities of the race 
by the realization of what we mortals, by 
the grace of God, may become. Therefore, 
we behold Him, and rejoice. 


We look upon Him also, and feel re- 
buked, for then we see our sins in the 
white light of His moral and spiritual 
beauty and with Peter cry: ‘‘Depart from 
me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord.’’ 


Finally, we behold the Christ, and by 
His transforming power, feel ourselves be- 
ing led to the Father. For this Man of 
Galilee is not a mere example standing 
before us in the strength of His majestic 
personality, but to those who trust and 
love Him, ‘‘He is the wisdom ,and the 
power of God unto salvation.’’? And with 
Thomas we say: ‘‘My Lord and my God.’’ 

For ‘‘God was in Christ reconciling the 
world unto Himself.’’ With the eye of 
faith firmly fixed upon Jesus Christ, in 
whose Face we see the light of the knowl- 
edge of the glory of God, we make this 
our Lenten prayer: 


‘Father, I know that all my life. 
Is portioned out by Thee, 

And the changes that are sure to come 
I do not fear to see: ; 
But I ask Thee for a present mind, 
Intent on. pleasing Thee.’’ 

Robesonia, Pa. 
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BEHOOVED JESUS TO SUFFER’’ 


J. M. Mengel 
the 


“erp 


It was the afternoon of first Lord’s 


day when two disciples set out from Jeru- 
salem to Emmaus. We do not know the 
lames of the disciples or the purpose of 
their journey. Whatever their purpose 


their minds were engaged with the things 
of the past rather than the future. For 
we read, ‘‘They talked together of all 
these things that had happened.’’ While 
their faces were set towards Emmaus their 
thoughts centered around Calvary. 

We all know the beautiful story of the 


stranger joining these disciples; walking 
with them and talking with them on the 
way; the beautiful picture of their break- 
ing bread together in the evening hour; 
their honored guest then revealing Himself 
as their recently crucified, but now risen 
Lord and Master. Their joy is shown by 
their hastening to Jerusalem to tell the 
glad resurrection story to the disciples 
gathered there. 

While they were yet speaking of, ‘‘ What 
things that were done in the way,’’ the 
Lord Himself appeared in their midst. 
He spoke tenderly to them, saying, ‘‘ Peace 
be with you.’’ Then to reassure the fright- 
ened disciples He said, ‘‘ Behold My hands 
and feet. It is L.’’?’ We can easily imagine 
that when the disciples saw the visible 
marks of suffering on the body of their 
Master whom they loved and realized the 
intense suffering He had endured, they 
grieved. They questioned, ‘‘Why should 
our Master, whose heart was full of love 
for all, thus have to suffer and die?’’ Jesus 
realizing their anxiety said, ‘‘It is written 
and thus it behooves Christ to suffer.’’ 

We may not have all the words which 
Jesus spoke at this time about His suffer- 
ing. But the experience which the dis- 
ciples had on the way and the explanation 
which Jesus gave opened their understand- 
ing. A mere verbal explanation would not 
have been sufficient. They needed to walk 
with Jesus, to see the marks on His hands 
and feet. They needed to hear His voice. 
We can readily believe that as they saw 
the Lord and heard His words they re- 
membered experiences in their own lives 
which enabled them to understand the 
genuine love which made the suffering of 
Christ a necessity. 

We are like the disciples. Words alone 
can not explain the suffering of Jesus. We 
need to see the marks on His hands and 
feet, to experience vicarious suffering for 
a near and dear one. It is only then we 
understand. 

The word ‘‘behooves’’ does not appear 


in the revised version nor in Moffet’s 
translation of the Bible. Yet the word 
““behooves’’ is a significant word. It im- 


plies that it was not only written in the 
prophets of the Old Testament that Christ 
should suffer. The forecast of His suffer- 
ing was also inscribed on His life of love. 
Because of His great love for sinful hu- 
manity He could not eseape suffering. The 
depth of His love determined the inten- 
sity of His suffering. It was ‘‘Love di- 
vine, all love excelling,’’? that made the 
suffering of Jesus a divine ought. 
Reading, Pa. 


“‘THAT THEY ALL MAY BE ONE’’ 


G. Ermine Plott 

These words our Lord uttered in one of 
His prayers during the last week of His 
suffering. The moment of this prayer was 
one of the intense moments of His life. 
So much for the good of humanity wag in- 
volved. The intensity of the hour adds to 
the weight and to the importance of the 
prayer. Jesus prays as one who is deeply 
conscious of His own, and the need of His 
disciples. 

He prays that ‘‘they all may be one,’’ 
even as He and the Father are one. 
“Unity’’ among His disciples was then, 
and is now, an essential to the progress of 
the Kingdom of God. It is generally con- 
ceded that today the Church is exhibiting 


a marked degree of weakness and ineffee- 
tiveness. Her appeal to the man of the 
street and of the world (using this word in 
its evil sense) goes unheeded. There may 
be many causes, but the chief cause is the 
absence of a spirit of ‘‘Unity’’ among the 
believers. That means a lack of genuine 
religion, an absence of the mind and heart 
and spirit of Christ in those who, with 
their lips, name the Name of Jesus. 
Naturally, the remedy for this deplorable 
condition of weakness and ineffectiveness 
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THE DARKEST AGE 
Mrs, Melissa J. Thompson 


Of all dark ages, the darkest age 

Was when my Savior died upon the 
cross 

And lay buried in the cold stone 
tomb, 

Clothed in a robe of linen; 

No tufted lining for His bleeding 
side 

To rest upon, 

No soft pillows for His thorn-pierced 
head, 

No garland of roses to bedeck His 
weary body. 


Hope gone for this world’s redemp- 
tion— 

The world was stained in the dark- 

; est sin 

Which could ever enter into the 
heart of man, 

To crucify the Son of God, the only 

Shining Light that ever pierced 
through 

This dark and foreboding world. 


All hope gone for this world’s re- 
demption— 

And in their ignorance, they set a 
superscription 

O’er His cross 

‘*This is the King of the Jews.’’ 

God gave it to those deluded mur- 
derers and Pilate 

To call Jesus ‘‘King.’’ 
still 

King of the Jews and our. King, 

And my Lord and Master. 


And He is 


I wonder if God turned His face 


from us 

When He caused darkness to cover 
the earth, 

When the sun was darkened and the 
rocks rent, 


And the veil of the temple was rent 
in the midst. 


God opened a way into the Holy of 
Holies 
And forgave man, 


The tomb was rent; 

He burst the bonds of death and 
threw aside 

The linen robe. 

God clothed Him in a robe 

Of glory forever more! 


And because He lives, 
I shall live also. 


Frankford, Pa. 


re a nen ar ER RRC ER EC TE RES, 


is a rebirth of true religion in the pulpit 
and the pew, a religion of the heart and 
of the head, a religion of the Spirit of 
Christ, the spirit of love and sacrifice, 

Unless this begins in the pulpit and the 
pew, driving out all bitterness and dis- 
turbing factions, and uniting those within 
the Church into a true ‘‘fellowship of 
souls,’’ a ‘*Communion of Saints,’’ we 
need not expect the man without to take 
the Church seriously, and we need not ex- 
pect the world to ‘‘believe that Thou hast 
sent Me.’’ 


For the sake of those who do not yet be- 
lieve, and for the sake of the Kingdom of 
God, those who bear the name Christian, 
ought to possess and to reveal to others 
the Christian spirit. Christian men and 
Christian Churches ought to live and labor 
together as Christians. Unless we do, we 
betray and deny, and crucify anew Him 
whose name we bear. 

Surely there is no period in our Church 
year when we can better emphasize the 
need, and develop the spirit of ‘‘Unity,’’ 
than in Passion Week. In the love of God 
‘lifted up’’ in Christ, in the spirit of the 
Cross, is power sufficient to make us 
‘fone,’? and to send us forth as true and 
effective representatives of His. 

Greencastle, Pa. 


JESUS OF NAZARETH PASSETH BY 
Nevin B. Mathes, D. D. 


Naturally we ask, when does Jesus of 
Nazareth pass by? Certainly on the page 
of history, in the lives of His disciples, 
and in the work of the Holy Spirit does 
He pass by, but also in the events of Holy 
Week. As He passes by us during this 
pre-Easter season, what do we behold? 
We behold Him paying the supreme price 
for our redemption. He counted not the 
cost, but willingly went to the cross. Thus 
He exemplified the principle that all worth 
while achievement is costly and involves 
not ‘only humiliation, but self-denial that 
often costs life itself. 

In every age and clime where the hu- 
man race has made progress, individuals, 
inspired by His example and spirit, have 
followed in His footsteps and like Him 
paid dearly not only for personal char- 
acter, but for civil and religious liberties, 
which have become our common heritage. 
How very great our debt to these! 

Ours is an age when many, and Chris- 
tians are no exception, are seeking the 
easy way to success and renown; wanting 
to achieve without taking a eross. At 
such a time do we not need to behold 
again and again this heroic figure setting 
His face like flint and going up to Jeru- 
salem, not only to give Himself a ransom 
for the sins of the world, but to blaze a 
way to certain triumph for all who, save 
for their faith in Him, would suffer utter 
defeat in life’s keen and bitter struggles. 
How dare we call ourselves Christians and 
shun the very appearance of hardship? 
When .we are asked to support the major 
interests of the Church and the Kingdom, 
when urged to make self-denial even for 
the Lenten period, we too often hear 
whining, flimsy excuses, putting off the 
discharge of duty until some more con- 
venient season. 

Perhaps we should not be surprised to 
find such a response on the part of many, 
for ‘‘ours is a steam-heated, well-lighted, 
cunningly upholstered, warm-bathed age,’’ 
when with astonishing ingenuity we ward 
off the bumps, plane the corners and ride 
through life on cushioned seats and bal- 
loon tires. Many consequently are in the 
grip of the tyranny of things. We have 
no more challenging task as the followers 
of Christ than to secure the complete re- 
lease of these captives. But how? Let 
the Savior answer: ‘‘ Whosoever will come 
after Me, let him deny himself, and take 
up his cross and follow Me.’’ 

Not all in the Church, thank God, come 
under this accusation. Many are follow- 
ing in His train; ‘‘they climb the steep 
ascent of heaven, through peril, toil and 
pain.’? However, many hardened by per- 
sonal and social sins, and surfeited by 
life’s pleasures, need to pray: ‘‘O God, to 
us may grace be given to follow in His 
train.’? 

Miamisburg, O. 


THROUGH SUFFERING TO GLORY 
S. E. Moyer 


In the beginning God created man in 
His own likeness, and surrounded him with 


possibilities 
choice 
We call it sin. 
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parent defeat, and well nigh ashamed to 
face his Creator. In periods of contrition 
man struggled to free himself from the 
power of sin which kept him from God. 
The prophets announced the coming of a 
Deliverer. Man stumbled upward amidst 
tears and temptations only to fall again, 
the victim of evil. In the fulness of time 
Jesus, the Saviour, did come, as God’s lov- 
ing response to the ery of a beaten world. 
Oh, what love is here displayed!—our 
Heavenly Father following the vain at- 
tempts of man to help himself until He 
chooses to interrupt our misery, by send- 
ing us a Deliverer, a Saviour, a Friend and 
Guide. 

Jesus came according to promise, even 
according to expectation, and the world 
received Him not. We may think all that 
is ancient history; but sad to relate, the 
story sounds much like a page out of mod- 
ern experience. Christianity struggled for 
three centuries before it received official 
world recognition; and after nineteen cen- 
turies we are told that two-thirds of the 
population of the world remains apart 
from following Christ. ‘Christ for the 
world we sing; The world to Christ we 
bring, With loving zeal’’—has not been 
realized as yet. 

The Lenten season seeks to impress upon 
us that we are debtors to God, to Christ. 
The true patriot turns to Valley Forge, 
and in the privations endured by the suf- 
fering soldiers under Washington, he sees 
the fountain from which our much boasted 
American liberties and privileges flow. He 
is grateful, yea thankful, that men died to 
make him free, 

The true Christian in real gratitude will 
go to dark Gethsemane to see his Redeem- 
er’s conflict, watch with Him one bitter 
hour, behold the grief of one who loves 
and pities, and learn of Him to pray. The 
privations of our patriots make us debtors 
to our country, and likewise should we 
feel the debt we owe to the agonizing 
Saviour and a loving God. Our glory rests 
on the suffering of the Saviour and men 
and women inspired by His glorious ex- 
ample. 

‘*Truth forever on the scaffold, 

Wrong forever on the throne; 

But that scaffold sways the future, 

And behind the dim unknown 

Standeth God within the shadow, 

Keeping watch above His own.’’ 

Perkasie, Pa. 


THE APPEAL OF SUFFERING LOVE 
William C. Lyerly 

It was many centuries ago that Jesus 
was lifted upon a Cross—the emblem of 
suffering and shame. The event that took 
place upon ‘‘a green hill far away, with- 
out a city wall,’’? was the crisis of His 
earthly life. The profound significance of 
that sacrifice which He accomplished man 
has never yet fully grasped or appre- 
ciated. 

‘Tn the cross of Christ I glory, 

Tow’ring o’er the wrecks of time; 
All the light of sacred story 
Gathers round its head sublime.’’ 

The Apostles were commissioned to 
preach the Gospel (good news). 

**Go, preach My Gospel, saith the Lord; 
Bid the whole earth My grace receive.’’ 
And that Gospel is summed up by the 

great Apostle to the Gentiles in these 

words: ‘‘Christ crucified.’’ This, then, is 
both our privilege and our duty, to preach 

**Christ crucified.’’ 

This year many pilgrim feet will walk 
the ‘‘via dolorosa’’ and ascend the hill so 
well known as ‘‘Calvary.’’ Its heights 
will not be difficult, for they are lowly 
heights. A larger company of pilgrims will 
walk in spirit the valley of humiliation, 


ful in Him. It is far more difficult for us 
who live in such abounding temporal pros- 
perity, who are so busy with the ma- 
chinery of the Church and the programs 
of the season, to join the company who 
look unto Calvary, even unto Jesus, ‘‘the 
author and finisher of our faith: Who for 
the joy that was set before Him endured 
the cross, despising the shame.’’ 

Many have experienced the transform- 
ing power that flows from the death of 
Jesus upon the Cross. To all such the 
week of the passion of our Lord will be a 
season refreshing the spiritual life. As 
Christians we profess that the atoning 
death is our hope. We should witness to 
the sinful, the sad, the lonely, that at the 
foot of the Cross all may find forgiveness, 
pardon and peace. Jesus is able to for- 
give. He issues pardon. He _ bestows 
peace. Selfishness is routed by sacrifice. 
Indifference is sloughed off in service. The 
man that goes with Jesus by the way of 
Calvary goes with the assurance and the 
certainty of victory. Oh, that all who 
profess to be His people would go that 
way. 

The appeal of Jesus is the appeal of 
suffering love. Someone has said that the 
Cross was love’s necessity. Christ opened 
up His heart of love on the Cross, That 
is why we love the Cross, and we have 
made it our inspiration for song. That is 
why we love Calvary and think of that 
‘‘ereen hill far away.’’ That is why we 
would tread its way and ascend its 
heights, for it leads up to the heights of 
God Himself. 


Newton, N. C. 


CHRIST ON THE CROSS: THE CLIMAX 
OF LOVE 


Edgar V. Loucks 


Jesus was great in all His teaching and 
preaching; so great that they said, 
““Never man spake like this Man.’’ Jesus 
was great in His dealings with the forces 
of Nature; so great that His observers 
asked, ‘‘What manner of man is this?’’ 
Jesus was great in His dealing with folks; 
so great that ‘‘multitudes followed Him.’’ 
Jesus was great in each and all of these 
ways, but He was His greatest when on 
the Cross. Would we be understood were 
we to say that there He was most divine? 
Well, we will say it. He who was con- 
ceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
Virgin, was as divine at one time as at 
another, never lacking in divinity or good- 
ness, yet now this Son of Man seems all 
the more the Son of God. His love was 
always a love requiring the sacrifice of 
self, so that now in reaching its climax a 
greater, grander glory shines forth than 
as yet had been seen. Rousseau said, ‘‘If 
Socrates lived and died like a philosopher, 
Jesus lived and died like a God.’’ That’s 
it; Christ’s death was unlike all other 
deaths. His dying was His greatest deed 
of love. 

Death to you and to me will mean the 
disrupting of plans, our removal in the 
midst of duties. Death to Christ was 
wholly different. It was not an interfer- 
ance, not untimely, not unfortunate, but 
it came as the culmination of His life. 
His death finished His work. 

Everything about Christ’s death on the 
Cross is a manifestation of love. His 
death stands for the sacrifice of love. The 
chief priests ridiculed Him by saying, 
‘(He saved others, Himself He cannot 
save.’’? How deceived they were, how 
steeped in prejudice and blind zeal, how 
ignorant they were. How easily He, God 
that He was, could have saved Himself, 
but to save self was not what He was 
to do in the fulfilling of His mission, for 


who bore the shame and the pain of the 
Cross showed no resentment, no irritation, 
no grudge, no exultation over His enemies. 
He showed a calm and majestic spirit, for 


He realized His inseparable union with 
His Father. So died the Man of Galilee, 
the Christ of Calvary. Isttle wonder, 


then, that the Roman centurion, having 
witnessed the proceedings of the hours otf 
crucifixion, should say, ‘‘Truly, this was 
the Son of God.’’ So may we believe 
Him to be. And in the death that He died 
we are reminded of His words, ‘‘Greater 
love hath no man than this, that a man 
lay down his life for his friends,’’ for 
here we see His love reaching its ¢limax. 


Greenville, O. 


THE GREAT HERO 


Howard F, Loch 


Everyone admires a hero. We look up 
to that one as a leader. The boy or the 
girl tries to do everything the hero does, 
and to say everything the hero says. 
Adults, too, follow very closely both words 
and deeds. The hero ‘has a trait of char- 
acter which strongly appeals to us. He is 
regarded as a model of good qualities. 
One hero appeals to us because of strength 
of body, another because of strength of 
mind. One is a leader in war, another is 
a champion in peace. Each one has a 
strong quality. Each one of them has a 
great purpose, and is patient in striving 
to reach it, and is not afraid. Now, let us 
consider the good quality of each of our 
own heroes. There is one noble trait in 
each one of them. A person is a hero 
when his strong trait of character enables 
him to achieve that purpose. He does 
something no other person has done. ; 

The Great Hero, who is before us at this 
season of the year, has not only one or 
two of these noble qualities, but all of 
them. We can well admire the hero with 
one or two noble qualities, we can cer- 
tainly admire the One with all the good 
qualities of life. Yes, we can go a step 
farther, and love that Hero, and even a 
second step farther, and worship Him— 
Jesus our Saviour. 

During the Passion of our Lord these 
high traits of character appear, every one 
of them. All the highest qualities of life 
shine forth in those last days. Our Hero 
helps those who are weak and who suf- 
fer. He does good. Our Hero has bravely 
taken a path never before taken. Our 
Hero has risked His life, and even sac- 
rificed it for us. Our Hero has saved us 
—each one of us, 

We love the hero because he accom- 
plishes something worth while, he sacri 
fices to do so, and he is not afraid. We 
love the Great Hero because He has done 
the greatest thing in life—made possible 
for us the forgiveness of our sins, and the 
attainment of eternal life. Our Great 
Hero—let us follow Him in word and in 
deed. He calls forth our admiration, our 
love, and our worship. 


SACRIFICIAL LIVING 
T. C. Brown 

We are now in the Lenten season. This 
is the time when we should follow Christ 
in the Spirit, as He journeys to Jerusalem. 
We read in the Gospel of Mark: ‘‘and they 
were on the way, going up to Jerusalem; 
and Jesus was going before them: and 
they were amazed; and they that followed 
were afraid.’?’ (Mark 10:32.) 

These words indicate that Jesus was in- 
tensely in earnest. He was going to Jeru- 
salem knowing that suffering and death 
awaited Him there; but He was going with 
a definite purpose— the purpose was to win 
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SELF. In the Cross we see Christ com- come after Me, let him deny himself, and 
pletely identifying Himself by sympathy take up = cross daily, and follow Me. 
with man. He bore in His own life our (Luke 9:23.) The Cross signifies SACRI- 
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us how far God will go to save us. The 


Christ seriously, to make His cause our 
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cause, His purpose our purpose. We can 
make this a very fruitful season if every 
member becomes a living witness for 
Jesus Christ—winning others to Christ by 
precept and example. God’s other chil- 
dren whom we cannot reach personally we 
can help to win by our prayers and our 
gifts. 


Moreover, if we would seriously follow 
the sacrificial life of Jesus, every congre- 
gation could pay its Apportionment in full. 


The Mexican War God Awakens 


The ways of a Mexican with his gun are 
past understanding. It is easy to say that 
he should put his gun away, but the Mexi- 
can does not understand. Inauguration Day 
in Washington is war day in Mexico, and 
the whole brood of furies which we hoped 
were silenced leap out to do their evil 
work. 


It is war. The revolutionists hold Vera 
Cruz, and block the way to the sea. They 
hold Sonora, and block the way to the 
northwest. They hold Monterey, and 
block the way to Texas, They hold 
Guadalajara, and block the way to the 
Pacific. 

The Mexican revolution, in its nar- 


rower sense, began in 1910 with the over- 
throw of the Diaz regime and the ushering 
in of the kaleidoscopic scene featuring 
Madero, Huerta, Carranza, Obregon and 
Calles. In a wider and truer sense Mexico 
has been in revolution since 1810 when 
Hidalgo led his patriotic band against the 
armies of Spain. 

The past 8 years have afforded ground 
for hope. Obregon, in the four years, 
1920 to 1924, pacified the country, trained 
an army, and laid the foundations for na- 
tional unity. alles, in the four years, 
1924 to 1928, organized the country, 
created a new esprit de corps in govern- 
mental ranks, inaugurated far reaching 
fiscal reforms, established banks, built 
roads, developed irrigation projects, and 
organized over four thousand new schools. 


There were two men in Mexico who 
seemed capable of holding the diverse ele- 
ments together—Calles and Obregon. 


Obregon was shot by a young fanatie last 

July. Calles retired from office in Septem- 

ber, determined that the constitutional 

principles of the revolution should not be 

betrayed. With Obregon dead and Calles 

retired, the troublemakers took a hand. 
A Country Ruled By Personalities 

Mexico is ruled by personalities rather 
than by principles. This is the curse 
whieh is upon her today. The president 
of Mexico, Portes Gil, is an honest man 
and an able one, but he is relatively un- 
known. He has never conducted military 
campaigns, bending the will of refractory 
generals to his own. He is not a caudillo, 
and Mexico is accustomed to the rule of 
the chieftain. Mexico knew Obregon, who 
with his one arm was stronger than the 
best of them. They knew Calles, the stern- 
faced and indomitable. They do not know 
Portes Gil. 

Mexico has serious liabilities which pre- 
vent the building of secure political in- 
stitutions. Let me name them over. 

First. The dominance of personalities. 
The chieftain counts too much, principles 
too little. Generals and soldiers serve 
Calles or Obregon or De la Huerta, not 
Mexico. The Mexican populace loves its 
slogans, and shouts Tierra y Libertad one 
day, and Sufragio efectivo, No reelecion 
the next; but when one-armed Obregon 
rode into the Plaza de la Independencia, 
they yelled Viva Obregon with all their 
might, even though Obregon was being re- 
elected contrary to the constitution and 
was suspected of having acquired entirely 
too many hundreds of thousands of acres. 
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Second. Mexico is illiterate. The politi- 
cally conscious group is small. The great 
bulk of the population is ignorant, poor, 
and at the merey of the local boss. 


‘*ECCE HOMO!’’ 
Cc. W. E. Siegel 


Before an earthy judge and court 
A heav’nly Prisoner stands on 
trial; 
My soul astounded views the sport, 
As rude hands smite and foes re- 
vile 
The purest and most righteous man, 
Who walked on earth since time be- 
gan. 


Behold the 
Lamb— 
In silence suffering scorn and pain; 
Welcomed one day with song and 
paln, 
The next for faithless sinners 
slain: 
Vain jubilation for an hour! 
How soon the clouds of treachery 
lower. 


Betrayed and hunted in the night, 
With fiaming torches, shield and 
spear, 
What harmless majesty and might— 
What grace and glory still ap- 
pear— 
Lo! how the guilty shrink 0’er awed, 
Before the guiltless Son of God. 


Ye need not draw the cords so tight, 
To bind the hands that only 


Man!—God’s patient 


blessed, 

That gave to sightless eyes the 
light, 

And gently guileless babes ca- 
ressed: 


No fetters are as strong as love, 
Nor angel-hosts that watch above, 


Ye Roman guards with swords and 
staves 
Why come ye armed ’gainst such 
as these; 
Their Leader only seeks and saves,— 
Your Prisoner is the Prince of 
Beace; 
Lo! they who worldly weapons use 
Shall share the curse of war’s ex- 
cuse. 


O night of sorrow, night of strife! 
When powers of darkness were ar- 
rayed 
Against the mightier Lord of life, 
And all His timid flock dismayed, 
Then from that wondrous conflict 
flee, 
In which He sets His people free. 


O may those make us 
whole,— 
Those stripes our sin-wounds heal; 
And ne’er forget it, oh! my soul, 
Who gave His all, redemption’s 
seal 
To win, at such a precious price,— 
His one sufficient sacrifice. 


SOrrows 


Third. Mexico is honeycombed with 
graft. Under President Calles, remarkable 
progress was made in eliminating the 
grafters, but the surface had been but 
scarcely scratched. The judicial system, 
the police system, the army—all have 
suffered from this prevalent curse. This 
condition leaves Mexico defenseless before 
such a erisis as now breaks, 


Fourth. The system of communications 
is not well developed. There are few 
good automobile roads aside from the im- 
mediate neighborhood of the capital. There 
are no roads whatsoever in the bulk of 
Mexico. There are few railroads. Sonora 
is four days from the capital and there is 
but one line of railroad. The road passes 
through the hostile state of Jalisco and 
the great center of Catholic disaffection, 
Guadalajara. Oaxaca is twenty-four hours 
from the capital, and the one railroad can 
easily be blocked by a rebel force. 


Fifth. The labor movement, which was 


strongly behind Calles, is now broken and — 


discredited. Its outstanding leader, Luis 
Morones, has lost the confidence of the best 
Mexicans as well as of many of his com- 
rades in the labor movement. 

Sixth. The agrarian party is split. The 
right wing of the group is loyal to Portes 
Gil. The left wing, containing some genu- 
ine idealists and many utterly selfish 
demagogues is playing the revolutionary 
game. 

Seventh. The religious controversy has 
split the country wide-open. The people 
of Mexico are Catholie to the marrow. 


_ Many political leaders who accepted the 


leadership of President Calles did so with 
twinging of conscience. Furthermore, they 
have wives who are devout and troubled. 
They have been listening to their wives 
for many months. Now the strong hand 
of Calles is removed, and the religious 
motive makes itself felt. It should be re- 
membered, also, that many of the ablest, 
the most intelligent, and the most sincere- 
ly devoted lovers of Mexico are among 
these loyal Catholics. Whether the Church 
as such is behind the present move may 
be debated, but that the religious maleon- 
tents are behind the rebellion is not to be 
denied. 


Grounds for Hope 


I have named seven of the liabilities 
which appear upon the Mexican balance 
sheet. These are serious. Each brings its 
peculiar difficulties to an already tangled 
situation. On the credit side I find several 
items of hope. 

First. Much depends upon Plutareo 
Elias Calles. He is the one, tested leader 
to whom Mexico ean look in this erisis, 
At this writing Calles has been ealled to 
the Ministry of War. Calles is easily one 
of the outstanding personalities of this 
generation. No one who has talked with 
him has any doubt about his power. There 
is a Rooseveltian quality to the man. You 
may not like him, you may not agree with 
him, but you will remember him for many 
a day. Single-handed, he forced Mexico 
ahead along hard and treacherous ways. 
I doubt whether Mexico can weather this 
storm unless he takes the helm, 
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Second. Mexico has the best army in 
her history. There are still dishonest ‘gen- 
erals, and some of them are proving dis- 
loyal, but the situation is vastly improved 
over that which prevailed even four years 
ago. 


Third. Mexico is in fairly sound finan- 
cial condition. Calles brought the fiscal 
organization of the country to the best 
condition which it has known since the 
days of Diaz. 


Fourth. The presence of Ambassador 
Morrow means much. He is a_ friend, 
trusted and loved, of the best of the 
Mexican leaders. He has made a place for 
himself in Mexican cireles which will now 
enable him to render conspicuous service. 
His influence will undoubtedly be steady- 


Benares, India, January 15, 1929. 
Delhi and Agra 


In my necessarily restricted narrative 
of places visited while on our seven days 
tour across India, only the high spots can 
be described. Delhi is now the capitol of 
India, with a population of more than 300,- 
000 inhabitants. It is situated on the 
banks of the Jumna river. It is recorded 
that in its early history one of the Persian 
invaders butchered 100,000 people, almost 
its entire population. Within a district 
embracing 45 square miles are the sites of 
6 ancient Delhi’s. Each sueceeding ruler, 
it seems, disdained occupying the site of 
his predecessor. So that extensive uins 
tell the story of vanished glory. We passed 
over the vast space set apart as the site 
of a new Delhi. A great arched entrance 
is now in process of construction, and 
plans are being prepared for avenues, 
streets and buildings worthy of the British 
Empire. Our time was spent chiefly in 
viewing the strange scenes on the main 
thoroughfare, over a mile long, of the 
present capitol city. Workshops and 
bazaars line both sides of the street, which 
is crowded with big wooden-wheeled ox- 
earts, donkeys, camels, cows, goats, and 
automobiles. Barefooted men, all hours of 
the day, sit idly on their heels, looking 
listlessly at the passersby. Women, gen- 
erally with a babe or two in their arms 


The Changing Family 


New York: Harper & Brothers 


By 


Back of every situation that we see 
there lies a number of hidden factors 
which at last have taken more or less 
dramatie shape in what is going on before 
us. A realization of this elementary fact 
will save us much breath when we are in- 
clined to scold the young for their man- 
ners and morals or to denounce the ma- 
terialism and irreligion of the age. The 
real qeustion is, How did these things 
come to be? Unless we can answer that 
preliminary query we can neither deal with 
a problem sympathetically nor are we like- 
ly to offer any contribution to its solution. 

In some degree Dr. Fiske’s interesting 
book suffers from this limitation. He 
sees. vividly enough the changes that have 
taken place in the family—changes which 
have already obliterated the old-fashioned 
home in our cities and are rapidly under- 
mining it in all but the remotest country 
districts. He has also described these 
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ing both upon Mexico and the United ignorant. That is their tragedy; the 
States, tragedy of the dumb and driven victims of 


The tragedy of the situation is real. It 
means the disrupting of all the construe- 
tive program for publie education which 
during the past ten years has given such 
conspicuous evidence of vitality and pro- 
gress. It means the arresting of the many 
programs of public works—road building, 
laying of irrigation projects, the develop- 
ment of a national program of public 
health. and so on. It means financial con- 
fusion, and a new burden of debt. All of 
this load comes back upon the twelve mil- 
lion Indians who do the hard work in the 
fields and mines and forests; the twelve 
million who work for masters whose 
names are unknown, and who fight for prin- 
ciples of whose meaning they are totally 


Travel Notes 


DR. JOHN CALVIN BOWMAN 


or on their shoulder, and small and half- 
grown children mingle indiscriminately on 
the crowded street. Many beg for alms, 
while others proffer for sale peacock wisps, 
beads, cutlery and other cheap small wares. 
Cows are sacred and have the right of 
way. They stalk through the alleys and 
markets, eating whatever vegetable, fruits 
or flowers that come within their reach, 
no one daring to molest them. A large 
white cow I saw lying on the pavement, 
occupying the entire width. On asking 
the hotel manager why it was allowed such 
undisturbed comfort, he answered, ‘‘ Prob- 
ably the oceupants of the adjoining house, 
who had recently become mourners, had 
the cow brought there in order that they 
might make sacrifices to it, and found com- 
fort at intervals by kissing its body or 
tail.’? * * * In contrast with such scenes 
of filth and squalor, a few miles from the 
city stands ‘‘The Palace,’’ built by the 
renowned Shah Jahan, as a monument of 
his vanity and extravagance. One of its 
numerous halls is 90 by 67 feet, of white 
marble, once inlaid with precious jewels. 
Close by is the Jami Mosque, the largest 
in India, where on special occasions 10,000 
worshippers assemble. * * * Distant from 
Delhi 122 miles is Agra, which is visited 
by a greater number of tourists than any 
place in India, because not far from the 
city stands the Taj Mahal. My impres- 
sions of the ‘‘most beautiful structure in 
the world’’ I reserve for a later time, I 
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changes in an easy and fluent manner that 
holds the reader’s attention though he now 
and then yields to the temptation to sen- 
timentality. But he has not spent much 
thought in a search for the causes that 
have transformed the home of yesterday 
to the tabernacle of today. Literally the 
modern man pitches his tent with increas- 
ing frequency. Modern business, with its 
national and even international ramifica- 
tions, tends to mobility in habitation. To- 
day the employee is in Philadelphia, to- 
morrow he is ordered to San Francisco, 
and he has to go or lose his position. Thus 
the old home with its roots deep in the 
soil is no longer possible excepting in rare 
instances. 

Such a fact as the above has to be taken 
into account in appraising the social life 
of our time. It is not enough to speak 
slightingly of ‘‘non-functioning homes, 
broken homes, marriage slackers, birth 


all wars. 

If the revolution develops and spreads, 
there will be no lack of people in the 
United States who will say, Well, it is 
high time that we go down into Mexico 
and clean up the country, and make it a 
fit place for white men. 

To them there can be but one answer. 
Mexico has a long way to travel before 
she attains institutions of stability. She 
learns, as we all learn, by making mis- 
takes. 


To this I would add. Mexico has made 
progress and will make progress. The best 
service to be rendered Mexico today is to 
keep our hands off. 


need much more time than I can now 
spare for thoughtful reflection in order 
to give my impressions, which in some re- 
spects are at variance with the grandilo- 
quent praises recorded in Books on Travel, 
and expressed by a host of individual 
writers. * * * Within a short distance of 
the Taj is the Agra Fort. Two English- 
men whom I met in Agra, long residents 
of the city, advised me to devote most of 
my time to the Fort, for the reason that 
it is ‘‘historically more interesting,’’ and 
that it ‘‘represents the living, while the 
Taj is dead.’? The Fort is a walled en- 
closure a mile and a half in circumference, 
encircling 16 large buildings—halls, pal- 
aces, mosques and courts, mostly of white 
marble. It is said to be the largest group 
of connected buildings in India, if not 
in the world. It represents the incaleul- 
able wealth, lavish extravagance and 
tyrannous power of the Great Shah Abgar, 
his son Jahangir, and his grandson Shah 
Jahan, the builder of the Taj Mahal. At 
large expense the group of buildings have 
been kept in good state of preservation by 
the English Government. It seems in- 
credible that these Mogul sovereigns, dur- 
ing our comparatively late modern period 
(1526-1707), should have held such power- 
ful sway. The following century was a 
period of crime and disorder in India. 
When, in 1803, Agra was conquered by 
Lord Lake, restoration of the Empire be- 
gan and has continued under British rule. 


control, trial marriages, divorce by mu- 
tual consent, and similar symptoms of the 
rule of General Laxity.’’ Life is always 
in process of adjustment to a changing en- 
vironment and who can be sure that such 
adjustment is not being made as effectively 
today as in any past generation? Of 
course there are bound to be losses, Pro- 
gress is never steady and every reform 
involves another. But we are safe in de- 
claring that the key to the solution of our 
difficulties lies in the future and not in 
the past. 

Nor can we solve the problem of mar- 
riage on sentimental grounds alone. In 
dealing with this vexed question, for 
which such extreme solutions as Judge 
Lindsey’s ‘‘Companionate Marriage’’ are 
offered we are sure to miss the core of the 
problem unless we take the economic fac- 
tor into account. Why is it that there 
are such large numbers of childless mar- 
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riages in the cities of the land? The chief 
reassn is the inability of the parents to 
supr-rt children. With the average in- 
come what it is and the cost of a normal 
birth so high, to say nothing of those in 
which complications are involved, the 
young couple with an income of less than 
$2,500 a year are scarcely to be con- 
demned for shrinking from the risk, This 
is also the explanation of the increasing 
numbers of young women who retain their 
positions in industry after marriage. With 
the cost of living so high, they would have 
to wait for years before it would be 
economically safe for them to marry. Who 
has the right to say that in pooling their 


incomes with those of their husbands, and 
living in a one or two-room apartment, 
they have established a ‘‘non-funectioning 


home?’’ Even if this is a proper deserip- 
tion of their status, the responsibility is 
not theirs, but rests upon our economic 
system with its unfair distribution of 
wealth. It is surprising that Dr. Fiske 
should show so much penetration as he 
does in his handling of the many ques- 
tions with which he deals in this book 
without recognizing the basie problem. 
Nor is it enough to say as he so fre- 
quently does, ‘‘we must’’ do this or that. 
Why must we? Who is to enforce the 
sanctions? No! If there is a must it lies 
in the direction of economie justice be- 
cause industry today is largely organized 
around the single man or single woman as 
its unit. Until the average wage is suffi- 
cient to keep a family in decency the pres- 
ent tendencies will persist and probably 
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grow more intense. 

Apart from this rather serious defect, 
Dr. Fiske has written a suggestive book. 
There are many wise comments upon life 
and many an excellent suggestion is given, 
It is only fair to add that if all our eiti- 
zens were animated by Dr. Fiske’s spirit 
and motivated by his ideals, there would be 
few broken homes even under our present 
economic system. But since Dr. FPiskes 
are rare and the John Does numerous, we 
shall have to get down to the rock bottom 
of social justice before we can hope to 
solve the problem of the family. Even 
then our task will be great and we shall 
find that Dr. Fiske’s prescription of re- 
ligion is a Sine qua non of success. This 
thesis he has stated with admirable clarity 
and singular persuasiveness, 


A Letter From London 


BY ALBERT DAWSON 


(A Rewarding Interpretation of Men and Events Across the Sea) 


Church Union In Scotland 

The movement which has been proceed- 
ing for a good many years for the union 
of the Established Church of Scotland and 
the United Free Church of Scotland is now 
an assured success. The General Assemb- 
lies of the two Churhes, meeting in Edin- 
burgh on November 20, approved by over- 
whelming majorities the basis and plan of 
union. In the first-named General As- 
sembly, Dr. White, convener of the Union 
Committee, said that, while the negotia- 
tions had been long delayed, the time 
which had been spent upon preparing the 
scheme had not been wasted. The person- 
nel of both Churches were ready for it 
today, as it was not even a decade ago, 
and society was more fitted to welcome it. 
There was a new spirit of hope even 
amongst those who hitherto had but a 
slight attachment to organized religion. 
The two Churches would launch their ark 
on the rising tide of new religious inter- 
ests. One of the first duties of the United 
Church would be to map out the country 
into ecclesasiastical districts for bringing 
the Gospel to the door of the entire popu- 
lation. Union will make this redistribu- 
tion of the forces and resources of the 
whole Church possible. In the U. F. C. 
Assembly, Principal Martin, proposing the 
motion for the adoption of the basis and 
plan of union, said the Church was sub- 
stantially satisfied with the documents, 
and was supremely anxious that the long- 
drawn negotiations should be brought to a 
head at the earliest possible moment. The 
fact that the Church of Scotland was ready 
to unite with them was evidence that she 
was wholly free. He held that that 
Church was unambiguously spiritually and 
entirely free as the United Free Church. 
An amendment moved by the Rev. James 
Barr, M. P., against union, on the ground 
that the Church of Scotland was still by 
law established, found only 48 supporters. 


It is hoped that the approval of the Pres- 
byteries will be secured during the winter, 
and that the Uniting Act will be finally 
passed by both Assemblies next May; and 
probably September will see an Assembly 
of the United Church of Scotland. Ag in 
all reunion movements, there is a dissent- 
ing minority. In the present instance prac- 
tically all the dissentients belong to the 
U. F. Church. During the present year 
they shrank from about 130 to less than 
50. They propose to set up an independ- 
ent body in Scotland, believing that 
‘*there is place and service in Scotland for 
a Church simpler and directer in its appeal, 
more compact, less clerical and official than 
the great united Church which is about to 
be constituted.’’ Moderators for the three 
existing Presbyterian Churches have been 
chosen as follows:—Church of Scotland, 
Dr. Joseph Mitchell, of Mauchline, Ayr- 
shire; U. F. Church, Principal Alex Martin, 
of New College Edinburgh; Free Church 
(‘‘Wee Frees’’), Prof. John R. Mackay, 
of the Free Church College, Edinburgh. 


Back to Bunyan 


The celebration of the tercentenary of 
the birth of John Bunyan has elicited 
some notable tributes and testimonies, 
Archbishop Lang says that for the last 20 
years, ever since he became Archbishop of 
York, he has always read the ‘‘Pilgrim’s 
Progress’’ to the candidates for ordination 
in the ministry of the Church, who as- 
sembled in his old home before their ordi- 
nation. He has thus read the ‘‘ Pilgrim’s 
Progress’ 40 times at least in the last 20 
years, finding it at the end as fresh and 
vivid as it ever was. Dr. L. P. Jacks, 
writing in the ‘‘Times,’’ says, ‘‘It would 
be hard to find a single figure, at least in 
our religious history, who has contributed 
so much to the immensely complicated pro- 
cess which has made us what we are. And 
not in a modifying foree only, but a uni- 


- power 


fying foree also. For though Bunyan’s 
theology, if reduced to a formula, seems 
narrow enough, his creative imagination 
has transfigured it into a vehicle of uni- 
versal truths, which his art has enabled 
him to play with in language intelligent to 
all men and without loss to their majesty 
and power.’’ Bunyan’s supreme achieve- 
ment, Dr, Jacks considers, has been to ¢on- 
nect the most awful transactions of the 
soul with the common life of humanity and 
to invest them, at the same time, with the 
air of high adventure and romance. He 
concluded with this time passage: ‘‘The 
doubt may be permitted whether the study 
of religion, and the public discussion of it, 
in which so many of us are now engaged, 
will ever lead to the revival of it. It is 
quite possible to become so absorbed in 
the study of religion that we forget to say 
our prayers and find, at the end of our dis- 
cussions, undertaken in the name of re- 
ligion, that we have discussed a religion 
out of existence. Some see in this, not 
without reason, the characteristic weakness 
of the Christian Church at the present day. 
To turn aside from these discussions, with 
their wilderness of feeble formulas, and 
to come into contact with the elemental 
of religion itself, as it pulses 
through ‘Grace Abounding,’ can hardly 
fail to be a refreshing experience in an 
age when so many of us are growing weary 
of Mr. Talkative and all his works. Re- 
ligious literature affords no better illustra- 
tion of Prof. Whitehead’s profound say- 
ing that ‘religion is what a man does with 
his loneliness.’ There are moments in the 
development of the dialectie in ‘Grace 
Abounding’ when it would seem that God 
and Bunyan are the only beings in the uni- 
verse—a stage, surely, through which re- 
ligion must pass before the question of 
applying it to the ‘social problem’ can 
even be entertained.” 
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ADVANCE NOTICE 

The General Synod of the Reformed 
Church in the United States will meet in 
23rd Triennial Sessions in the First Re- 
formed Church, Indianapolis, Ind., the 
Rev. Carl G. J, Russom, pastor, on Wednes- 
day morning, May 22, A. D., 1929, opening 
with the celebration of the Holy Com4 
munion. A special 12 section drawing- 
room car for delegates will be attached 


to train No. 27 out of North Philadelphia 
at 11.15 A. M. on Tuesday, May 21st, over 
the Pennsylvania Railroad, scheduled to 
arrive at Indianapolis at 6.35 A. M. on 
Wednesday. Additional cars for delegates, 
as needed, will be attached at Harrisburg 
and Pittsburgh. 


—J. Rauch Stein, 
Stated Clerk. 


The joint meeting of the Publication and 
S. S. Board and the Board of Christian 
Education will be held in the Schaff Build- 
ing on Mar. 19. 


Mrs. John J. Bowman, of Myerstown, 
Pa., announces the engagement of her 
daughter, Mary K. Bowman, te Mr. George 
N. Seidel, of Wayne, Pa. 


Rey. 8S. E. Moyer, of Perkasie, sent to 
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each member of his congregation an in- 
structive and helpful pastoral letter for 
the Easter season. 

Rey. John F. Frantz was the guest 
preacher at the Lenten service held Wed- 
nesday evening, Mar. 6, in Faith Church, 
Lancaster, Pa., Rev. D. G. Glass, pastor. 

St. Mark’s Church, Wyndmoor, Pa., re- 
ports good services every Sunday under the 
able leadership of Mr. Edward Ulrich, a 
student of the Theological Seminary, Lan- 
caster. 

Zion Chureh, York, Pa., Dr. J. Kern 
McKee, pastor, observed its 3rd Annual 
Family Day on Mar. 10. A special effort 
was made to have every member of every 
family present. 

Dr. Henry N. Kerst, pastor of Trinity 
Church, Canton, O., is preaching a series 
of Sunday evening Lenten sermons on the 
theme, ‘‘Characters Connected with the 
Passion of Jesus.’’ 

By inadvertence the name of the author 
of the lines, ‘‘Gold and Blue,’’ in last 
week’s ‘‘Messenger,’’? was omitted. The 
lines were sent from Florida by the Edi- 
tor’s friend, Dr. George H. Lorah, pastor 
of Green St. M. E. Church, Phila. 


In the Bethel, Pa., Charge, Rev. C. M. 
Rissinger, pastor, Union Services were 
again held in the Churches of Fredericks- 
burg from Jan. 6-18, and proved to be well 
attended and very helpful. The February 
number of the parish paper contains a 
helpful and instructive Lenten message. 


The Missionary Societies of the Reform- 
ed Churches of Dayton met in Central 
Church, Dr. W. W. Rowe, pastor, on Mar. 
1, when Dr. F. W. Leich, of Central Semi- 
mary, gave an address concerning his trip 
to Europe last summer, and Miss Elizabeth 
Howsare discussed the Indian Govern- 
ment School. 


The many friends of the Rev. Dr. A. S. 
Bromer, Associate Editor of the ‘‘Messen- 
ger’’ and Business Secretary of the Publi- 
eation and 8S, 8. Board, will regret to learn 
of his recent serious illness. We are glad 
to report a gratifying improvement in his 
condition and hope for his early restora- 
tion to health. 

Dr. J. Lewis Fluck filled the pulpit of 
the Myerstown, Pa., Church, on Sunday 
evening, Feb. 17, when the pastor, Rev. 
David Lockart, preached in Vinemont 
Chapel in Berks County. Rev. Mr. Lock- 
art spoke to the Y. M. C. A. of Albright 
College in the Chapel on Tuesday evening, 
Feb, 12. 

Wanted: Several hundred dollars for 
necessary dental work among rural chil- 
dren. It is believed that many ‘‘ Messen- 
ger’’ readers would gladly help such a good 
cause if they knew the situation. Detailed 
information will be furnished to anyone 
who addresses ‘‘R,’’ ‘‘Messenger’’ office, 
915 Schaff Building, Philadelphia. 


First Church, Los Angeles, Cal., Rev. K. 
Namekawa, pastor, has distributed among 
its members an artistic little leaflet con- 
taining Daily Bible Readings for Lent. 
During Holy Week services will be held 
Wednesday and Holy Thursday evenings. 
Services at 3 and 7.30 P. M. on Good Fri- 
day. Holy Communion on Easter Day. 


Rey. R. S. Vandevere, pastor of the Le- 
masters, Pa., Charge, will hold services 
every evening of Holy Week in the Le- 
masters Church. Confirmation service will 
be held on Holy Thursday evening and 
Holy Communion celebrated. Confirma- 
tion in the Upton Church on April 21st 
and in the Williamson Church on Easter 
morning. 


In Trinity Church, Canton, O., Rev. 
Henry N. Kerst, pastor, Wednesday even- 
ing Lenten services are being held. Mr. 
P. E. Moock made the very beautiful and 
generous gift to the Church of a -new 
“‘Mazzolini Luminaire,’’ which hangs 1n 
the choir loft. The hanger is made of 
Etruscan Gold and the shade of Nuite 
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Glass, and is a gift of artistic beauty, ¢ided upon a building program, The month 
great service and usefulness. of May will be set aside for campaign in 
In the Myerstown Chureh, Rev. David ‘ich the goal of $103,000 will be set. The 
Lockart, pastor, Prof. W. J. Deek, of Al- aay Sg asthe ee bec epeal ele a ee 
bright College, addressed the meeting of %-00,000. A. W. Raasch is President of the 
the Young People’s League on Mar 3 The Building Committee and G. Neil Shriber is 
pastor observed hie birthday on Mar. 4 by “°TV™g as Secretary. The Father and Son 
attending the Inauguration of President paler ae ath peta ans tana iphe 
Hoover. The average 8. S. attendance for 7"? and those present greatly enjoyed the 
February was 326 $127.26 was gene ms address of Rabbi David Alexander. 
the Christmas offering to Bethany Or- The Numidia, Pa., Charge, Rev. A. Le- 


phans’ Home. 


An Easter Dawn service will be held at 
the St. Mark’s Cemetery, Allentown, Pa., 
Rev. C. D. Kressley, pastor, and all the 
ministers serving congregations in this 
Ward will be asked to take part in the 
service. Mrs. David A. Miller will give 
the address at the evening service, Mar. 
17, The pastor sent to each member of his 
parish a helpful and suggestive letter for 
the Easter season. 


In Bethany Church, Ephrata, Pa., Rev. 
George Taylor Fitz, pastor, a contract has 
been awarded for electrifying the console 
of the Dr. F. Winger Memorial Organ at 
a cost of $1,200. At the meeting of the 
consistory all the members were re-elected, 
with the exception of Mr. Samuel M. Wolf, 
as financial secretary, who was elected 
when Mr, H. E. Hartman relinquished the 
work. 

Rey. L. C. T. Miller, pastor of Christ 
Church, Elizabethtown, Pa., has taken as 
his Sunday morning Lenten theme, ‘‘Ques- 
tions I Ask About God.’’? The theme of 
the Sunday evening services is, ‘‘Chal- 
lenges From Every Day Life,’’ and the 
Wednesday evening theme is: ‘‘Thorns in 
Christ’s Crown.’’ Holy Week services 
will be held Tuesday, Wednesday, Thurs- 
day and Good Friday. Holy Communion 
will be administered Easter Day. 


Edwin Markham, the dean of American 
poets, in a letter recently written to Rev. 
W. R. Gobrecht, pastor of St. John’s 
Church, Chambersburg, Pa., the author of 
““The Gospel Message in Great Poems,’’ 
says: ‘‘T admire the earnestness which 
you have poured into your valuable book. 
I expect to quote from it in a forth-coming 
volume, ‘The Forgotten Purpose of 
Jesus.’ ?? 


The fine new Chuch School building of 
Salem congregation at Shamokin, Pa., Rev. 
Alvin F. Dietz, pastor, which was designed 
by the firm of Norman Hulme, architects 
of Philadelphia, is proving to be a great 
stimulus to the work in that parish. The 
program projected by the pastor and his 
active co-workers is working out spledidly. 
On the first Sunday of March there were 
34 new enrollments, making a total at- 
tendance ef 446. Such results are most 
encouraging. 


‘‘Why Keep Lent in 1929,’? is the sub- 
ject of the very helpful Lenten announce- 
ment used in St. Mark’s, Reading, Pa., 
Rev. G. R. Poetter, pastor, which, in addi- 
‘tion to the sermon subjects and announce- 
ments of special services, contains an edi- 
fying Lenten meditation. The Holy Com- 
munion in St. Mark’s Church will be held 
Good Friday evening and Easter Sunday 
morning. 


The Editor of the ‘‘Messenger’’ has re- 
turned from a delightful week “with Dr. 
Geo. Longaker and his good people in 
Corinth Chureh, Hickory, N. C., pleased 
with the constantly growing attendance 
at the special services and the characteris- 
tie Southern hospitality which made his 
stay so delightful. It was also his privi- 
lege to speak in St. Paul’s Church, Rev. 
Wm. ©. Lyerly, pastor, in the Hickory 
High School, before the faculty and stu- 
dents of Lenoir-Rhine College, and to the 
Hickory Kiwanis and Rotary Clubs. 


The Building Committee of the Wooster 
Ave. Church, Akron, O., Rev. E. EB. Zechiel, 
pastor, met on Mar. 1, and, with the help 
of Mr. H. H. Patterson, of Cleveland, de- 


van Zechman, pastor, observed a splendid 
Father and Son Banquet, with 102 present, 
The superintendents of each Sunday 
School impressed the father’s viewpoint 
upon the sons, while the presidents of both 
Ushers’ Association depicted the admir- 
able features in the fathers. Rev. L. M. 
Martin, of Catawissa, delivered the ad- 
dress. A Brotherhood was organized and 
meets monthly. An outside speaker is en- 
gaged and the interest is very keen. St. 
Paul’s and Grace Churches were made the 
recipients of $1,500 each, through the Will 
of the late Michael Roach. 


In Immanuel Church, Indianapolis, Ind., 
Rev. H. L. V. Shinn, pastor, 86.4% of all 
people attending Church School, above the 
Primary Department, during the month of 
February, attended the entire service. 
There were 37 100% Church attendance 
classes during the month, and 5 100% 
classes for the entire month. Easter Sun- 
day will also be Building Fund Gift Day. 
The confirmation class will have its pub- 
lic service on Sunday evening, Mar. 17. 
The pastor will preach at the Union Len- 
ten service to be held Mar. 21 in Second 
Church. 


The Board of Religious Education of St. 
Peter’s Church, Lancaster, Pa., Rev. C. D. 
Spotts, pastor, is co-operating with the 
West End Community Standard Leader- 
ship Training School, which was opened on 
Monday evening, Feb. 11. The instructors 
are Mrs. Samuel Wiley, Prof. Paul M, Lim- 
bert and Rev. Mr. Spotts. St. Peter’s is 
represented by 6 workers in the total en- 
roliment of 53, which represents 19 differ- 
ent congregations. The average attend- 
ance during February was 155, and the 
offering average was $91.92. The average 
Church School attendance was 156. The 
Annual Every Member Canvass will be 
made April 21. 


Cedar Crest College, Allentown, Pa., re- 
ports another generous donation which 
came unsolicited and with the element of 
surprise. In this case the liberal gift came 
from New England for the furtherance of 
Christian Education, and President Curtis 
is buying one of the dormitory bonds with 
the money which will be placed into the 
‘*beneficiary fund’’ with the understand- 
ing that the interest on it is to be used for 
the education of a worthy student. Such 
unsolicited gifts are particularly welcome, 
and they are also an indication of the 
real secret of the remarkable growth of 
Cedar Crest College. 

In an artistic little booklet of 24 pages 
and cover, ‘‘A Series of Symbols for Re 
ligious Education,’’ has just been pub- 
lished. It contains descriptions of the 
Medallions in the windows of St. John’s 
Reformed Church School, Lansdale, Pa., 
conceived by the pastor, Rey. Alfred Nevin 
Sayres, executed in leaded glass by Mr. 
Paul Martel, and installed by the Colum- 
bia Stained Glass Works, Phila. These 
symbols may be seen repre \uced in color in 
a series of lantern slides and loaned by 
the Penna. State Museum at Harrisburg 
upon application and payment of postage. 
They should be widely studied. 

In Trinity Church, Philadelphia, Rev. 
Purd E. Dietz, pastor, the average attend- 
ance per Sunday for January was 830, and 
in February, despite a great deal of ill- 
ness, 820. Foreign Mission Day was ob- 
served, offerings, $736.50. The pastor’s 
catechetical class meets regularly every 
week. Feb. 17 was observed as Go-To- 
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Church Sunday. Mrs. Olyn Hudson was 
the speaker on ‘‘ Thinking of Others Day.’’ 
Mar. 3. Mar. 10 was ‘‘Getting Ready 
Day.’’ Men and Boys Day will be ob- 
served Mar. 17, when Mr. Charles H, 
Watts, of New York, will make the ad- 


dress and there will be special music by 
the Temple Glee Club, of Philadelphia, and 
the Harmonica Band, directed by Prof. 
Albert N. Hoxie. During Passion Week, 
Neighborhood Noontime Services will be 
held each day. Dr. Floyd W. Tomkins Will 
speak on Mar. 25, Confirmation on Palm 
Sunday. : 

A unique service was held in St. John’s 
Church, Lewisburg, Pa., Rev. H. H. Rupp, 
pastor, on the evening of Mar. 3. The 
service was designated as ‘‘An Evening 
With Henry Harbaugh.’’ Dr. Harbaugh 
was the pastor of this congregation from 
1843-50, this being his first charge. The 
present pastor bears his name. At this ser- 
vice Dr. Harbaugh’s hymns, as found in 
the Hymnal, were sung by the congrega- 
tion and choir. His poem, ‘‘The Mystic 
Weaver,’’ was read by Miss Alice Brown 
and Dr. Henry F. Bitner read the Penn- 
sylvania German poem, ‘‘Heimweh.’’? The 
pastor gave a sketch of Dr. Harbaugh’s 
life, stressing that part of it that included 
his ministry in Lewisburg. The service 
was much enjoyed by the congregation, 
many of whose parents had received Dr. 
Harbaugh’s ministry. 

All available space was occupied at St. 
John’s Church, Bucyrus, O., Rey. E. Fled- 
derjohann, pastor when the Girls’ Glee 
Club of Heidelberg College, Tiffin, appear- 
ed in a sacred concert under the direction 
of Miss Phoebe Settlage, niece of the pas- 
tor, The 37 members of the Glee Club, at- 
tired in vestments, entered the Church in 
processional, and the audience gave itself 
up to listening without interruption to the 
carefully selected program, so beautifully 
sung. The solo parts were sung by Miss 
Eleanor Kinney, Miss Ruth Balduf, Miss 
Settlage, Miss Sponseller and Miss Brand. 
Miss Alsach, who played the piano accom- 
paniment throughout the program presided 
at the organ and Miss Detweiler at the 
piano for a duet, and a reading was artis- 
tically delivered by Miss Kendall. The 
quartet also rendered several numbers. 


Special Lenten services will be held by 
the 4 congregations of the Shrewsbury, 
Pa., Charge, Rev. C. M. Mitzell, pastor, 
beginning Mar. 17, and continuing until 
April 7. Holy Communion will be observed 
at Bethany, New Freedom, Mar, 24, St. 
John’s, Sadler, and St. Paul’s Shrews- 
bury, on Mar. 31; and at Bethlehem, Stiltz, 
on April 7. The annual congregational 
meetings will be held during the first week 
in April. Memorial services for those who 
departed this life during the past year will 
precede these meetings. The work on the 
social room of St. Paul’s Church, is pro- 
gressing splendidly. The floor of the cel- 
lar has been cemented and the walls plast- 
ered. It is hoped that the room will be 
ready for use by the latter part of April. 

Rev. Norman L. Horn, pastor of Trinity 
Church, Gettysburg, Pa., is preaching a 
series of Wednesday evening Lenten ser- 
mons on the general theme, ‘‘Behold the 
Man.’’ 


In St. John’s Church, Evans City, Pa., 
Rey. Dr. Howard H. Long, pastor, the fol- 
lowing ministers are preaching at the Wed- 
nesday evening Lenten services: Revs. Dr. 
J. E. String, Roland A. Luhman, John F. 
Bair, Frank Hiack, J. F. Lowery and J. 
Nugent. Dr. Long is preaching a series of 
Sunday morning sermons on ‘‘The Mean- 
ing of the Cross’? to large audiences. On 
Palm Sunday evening a stereopticon ser- 
mon will be preached, entitled, ‘‘The Has- 
ter Story.’’ The illustrated hymn, 
‘“Christ the Lord is Risen Today,’’ is part 
of this set. Confirmation, baptism and re- 
ception of new members on Good Friday 
evening. A Dawn Service will be held Eas- 


ter morning. Holy Communion will be 
celebrated at the morning and evening 


services, Mar. 31. 


The Primary Dept. will 


render a program Sunday evening, Mar. 31. 

We have just learned that Mrs. A. V. 
Vondersmith, of Cleveland, O., had the 
misfortune to tall and fracture several 
ribs about 3 weeks ago. We are glad to 
report that she is somewhat better by 
this time. 


Salem Church, Allentown, Pa., Rev. W. 
F. Kosman, pastor, is challenging its mem- 
bers to make the Easter offering $5,000. 
The Chancel Choir will sing the cantata, 
‘The Daughter of Jairus,’’ by Stainer, on 
Sunday evening, Mar. 17, under the direc- 
tion of Prof. S. W. Unger. Plans are be- 
ing made for the annual spring concert on 
May 15, which will feature Mr. Lawrence 
Tibbett, tenor of the Metropolitan Opera 
Company, It was with much reluctance 
that the resignation of Mr. Paul E. Lehr 
was accepted at the recent meeting of the 
consistory. Mr. Lehr has served as sec- 
retary of the Church for 13 years, and will 
enter the employ of Mr. Roscoe Q. Jarrett, 
Realtor. The members of the Church Con- 
sistorial Cordon have started a ‘‘ Reformed 
Church Messenger’? campaign. At the 
Annual Fastnacht Social held on Feb. 12 
10,000 doughnuts were baked by the work- 
ers and 2 expert bakers. Rey. George W. 
Lutz will be the speaker at the banquet of 
the Salem Bible Class to be held in the 
near future. The Mother’s Circle is sell- 
ing flowers during Holy Week. Mr. War- 
ren D. Miller, Supt. of the Young People’s 
Dept., addressed the Quakertown Rotary 
Club on Feb. 5. The Dubbs’ Bible Class 
held a 5 months’ attendance drive and 
succeeded in having 71 present on Feb. 3. 


Central Church, Dayton, O., Dr. Walter 
W. Rowe, pastor, Rev. Ervin HE, Young, 
associate pastor, has been passing through 
the process of a merger in a most satisfac- 
tory manner. There are many problems inci- 
dent to the merger of 2 hitherto outstanding 
congregations, but the solution of these 
problems has been comparatively easy due 
to the remarkable spirit of unity and co- 
operation manifested on the part of both 
former congregations. The pastors have 
co-operated in perfect harmony and the 
entire membership has entered into the 
merger with wonderful enthusiasm. As a 
result, the educational program has been 
consolidated under the leadership of Mr. 
Karl M. Bower, general superintendent, 
who is supported by an exceptionally 
strong organization and a capable corps of 
trained teachers. The missionary organ- 
izations have been merged and reorganized 
for efficient missionary activity. The 
Woman’s Auxiliaries have blended into a 
splendid organization, and the young peo- 
ple have been organized for the execution 
of a real young people’s program. We feel 
there can be found nowhere a more 
thoroughly organized congregation for ag- 
gressive endeavor. 2 ecatechetical classes 
have been organized and are being led by 
both pastors and the prospects for a good 
Easter ingathering are very bright. Dur- 
ing the past 2 months Central Church has 
been host to a number of organizations 
and commissions. Jan. 6 the down-town 
Churehes held their annual union Com- 
munion service in Central Chureh. Jan. 31 
the Informants of the Ohio and Mid-West 
Synod held an all-day conference with 
reference to Ministerial Relief. Feb. 3 
the Laymen of the South-West Ohio 
Classis held a Men’s Congress in Central 
Church with over 600 men in attendance. 
Justice Florence E. Allen, of the Ohio Su- 
preme Court, Rev, T. W. Hoernemann, of 
Lima, Ohio, Dr. G. D. Batdorf, of Dayton, 
Ohio, and Dr. Paul S. Leinbach, of Phila- 
delphia, were the principal speakers. Feb. 
7 the Joint Commissions on Denomina- 
tional Union representing the Reformed 
Chureh in the United States, the United 
Brethren in Christ, and the Evangelical 
Synod of North America, met in Central 
Chureh. Feb. 12 an Evangelistic Confer- 
ence under the auspices of the Dayton 
Council of Churches was addressed by Mr. 
Fred ‘MacMillan, of Pittsburgh. Pa., at a 
banquet in the social rooms of the Church. 
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On Mar. 1 the Reformed Church Mission- 
ary Union of Dayton met in Central 
Church. On Mar. 12th the Church Build- 
ing Fund Committees of the Home Mis- 
sions Couneil will meet. It has been a 
gieat privilege for us not only to be hosts 
to these organizations, but a rare oppor- 
tunity to sit in with these organizations 
and listen to their discussions. Mr. Ed- 
ward L. Kohnle, one of our young men, as 
General Chairman of the Campaign for 
Religious Education in Dayton, has led the 
campaign in a most delightful manner, 
and we are happy to report that the Re- 
formed denomination is one of the number 
to be able to reach her quota in the cam- 
paign for $58,500 for religious education in 
our public schools the coming year. 


“SPIRITUAL RELATIONSHIPS’ BE- 

TWEEN TOWN. AND COUNTRY’’ 

In this topic the meaning of spiritual 
relationships is confined to those touching 
primarily the heart and mind. Town shall 
mean a collection of homes bringing to 
gether several thousand people. Country 
is to denote the community of farms or 
partly isolated homes. The circumstances 
bringing on the change from a completely 
rural condition to one that is more or less 
distinetly rural on the one hand, and urban 
on the other, do not enter as factors. 

The first thing to bear in mind is the 
essential sameness of human nature, whe- 
ther found in town or in country. There 
may be a certain type of polish or so- 
called refinement found in town that does 
not appear in the country; however, we 
must not forget that a generation ago very 
many of those now in town were in the 
country. Basically they think, feel and 
decide as they did before. Their main in~- 
terests in life are not radically different. 
The recreations and amusements vary in 
form more than in principle. The lines of 
employment may be different, but each is 
a part of the world’s work. 

In the light of these conditions, it ap- 
pears that the growth of the inner man, 
whether the soil be rural or urban, depends 
primarily on cultivation and atmospheric 
conditions. The best soil will not produce 
a good crop without proper cultivation and 
weather, whilst the poorest soil with best 
cultivation and weather will do pretty 
well, 

I do not believe that rural conditions are 
less favorable than urban for genuine 
spiritual growth. The town may have 
more machinery and equipment along 
some lines, but the rural situation affords 
compensating elements that are fully as 
helpful as anything the town may have in- 
vented. If there ever was a time (and I 
do not grant there was) when rural resi- 
dents were really handicapped for growth 
of mind and heart, surely that time has 
passed away. ‘ 

Today there is a ery that the country 
needs the help of the town. Each equally 
needs the help of the other. Having the 
telephone, the automobile and the radio, 
rural isolation is reduced to a minimum, 
Consolidated schools, granges, lodges, 
schools of religious education have made 
great strides in the country during the 
past decade. Rural athletic organizations 
are increasing in number . Musie has not 
lost its hold. Farm homes are made beau- 
tiful and more convenient. Truly scientific 
farming is becoming the order of the day. 
More farmers travel now than ever before. 
The country Churches erected during the 
past ten years are substantial, beautiful, 
and equipped to meet the current rec 
ments. Under these conditions the — 
try pastor has innumerable opport 
to direct character building. If he 
prudent and in full sympathy with 
rural activities, he can be instrumental! in 
the selection of the proper persons for 
leadership. q 

Unfortunately there are still many 
sparsely settled areas where denomina- 
tional rivalry really militates against gen- 
uine spiritual development. Each ekes out 
an existence that is precarious.. The strug- 
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gle is not to do the most good, but to 
*‘take in’’ the most members so as to keep 
afloat. Perhaps some day a kind Provi- 
dence will help such to see the sense in 
effecting a consolidation that will be 
CHRISTIAN rather than denominational. 

Specifically, therefore, as to the rela- 
tionships between town and country, let 
it be realized that the real work is the 
same in each place even though methods 
and conditions vary. Let there be greatly 
increased intermingling between town and 
country people. Have a schedule of ex- 
change visits between the members of all 
activities. Each needs the other and each 
ean help the other. In gracious humility, 
with pure charity create the atmosphere 
and cultivate the soil so that the heart 
and mind of each may be more truly the 
heart and mind that was in Christ Jesus. 

—Pabella. 


PHOEBE HOME, ALLENTOWN, PA. 
Rev. F. H. Moyer, Supt. 

The work of caring for the aged and in- 
firm, as well as other forms of social ser- 
vice, is a matter of great importance in 
the Christian Chureh. The Church has 
not always recognized this important fact. 
' Jesus has expressed Himself very clearly 
on this subject. When the lawyer came 
to Him and asked what he should do that 
he might have eternal life, He replied with 
the parable of the Good Samaritan. The 
Samaritan beautifully cared for the un- 
conscious, injured, robbed Jew by the road 
side. 

Jesus did not mention Church member- 
ship, nor the forms and ceremonies of wor- 
ship, though these are important, too. He 
passed all this by and virtually said, Fol- 
low the example of the Samaritan. 

On another oceasion Jesus portrayed 
the judgment scene. In that portrayal 
there was just one condition of approval 
or disapproval. Those .who had fed the 
hungry, clothed the naked, and cared for 
the sick were approved; those who had 
failed to do those things were declared un- 
fit for the kingdom and condemned. Social 
service is here the only thing mentioned 
as the condition of approval or disap- 
proval. 

The great importance of social service 
is still further emphasized by the fact that 
Jesus was constantly busy releving the 
distress and sufferings of unfortunate peo- 
ple. The record of His life is crowded 
with acts of this kind. These Scriptural 
teachings are so convincing that we can 
hardly escape the conclusion that our 
Chureh would be poor indeed if it did not 
follow the example of the Samaritan and 
of the Saviour Himself. 

The Eastern Synod has just launched 
out on the work of caring for its aged 
homeless and infirm. At least one new 
building must be erected at Phoebe Home 
to house those that are to be cared for. 
This is the Saviour’s work—and it is in- 
dispensable work of our Church. It was 
long delayed. May we unitedly and de- 
terminedly carry it on from henceforth. 


DEPUTATION TO THE NEAR EAST 


A special deputation has been appointed 
by the World’s Sunday School Associa- 
tion to visit the Near East during March 
and April. The purpose of the deputation 
is to study a program of co-operation be- 
tween the younger Churches of America 
and the aneient Churches of the East in re- 
ligious education through the World’s 
Sunday School Association. 

During the days when the Sunday 
Schools of America were ministering 
through Near East Relief to the orphan 
children who suffered from the ravages of 
the war, there was built up a program of 
religious education for these children and 
thousands of others who are adherents of 
the ancient Eastern Churches. The 
World’s Sunday School Association has 
been asked to conserve this work and the 
deputation will make the recommendation 


both to the Near East Relief and to the 
World’s Association. 

The deputation is headed up by Dr. Rob- 
ert M. Hopkins, of New York City, Gen- 
eral Secretary of the World’s Sunday 
School Association. Dr. W. H. Main, of 
Philadelphia, Executive Secretary of the 
American Baptist Publication Society; Dr. 
W. Edward Raffety, Professor of Religious 
Kducation of the University of Redlands, 
Calif.; John R. Voris, of New York City, 
Associate General Secretary of the Near 
fast Relief; and Rev. W. M. Howlett, Re- 
ligious Education Seeretary of the Greater 
New York City Federation of Churches, 
will also be members of the deputation. On 
the field the deputation will be augmented 
by Prof. Hamilear Alivisatos, of Athens; 
Rey. Charles T. Bridgeman, of Jerusalem; 
Sheikh Metry D. Detwairy, of Cairo; Rev. 
Ernest C. Partridge, of Aleppo; and Rev. 
George H. Scherer, of Beirut. Levon N. 
Zenian accompanies the deputation from 
New York. He is the newly appointed 
field representative of the World’s Sun- 
day School Association for work in Syria 
and Palestine in the Armenian Apostolic 
Church. The deputation will aid in ar- 
ranging for his location and for the in- 
auguration of his work among these anei- 
ent Christian people. The principal meet- 
ings of the party will be held in Athens, 
Alexandria, Cairo, Jerusalem, Beirut, Da- 
mascus, Baalbek, Brumana, Aleppo and 
Constantinople. At Baalbek there will be 
held the first Sunday School Convention of 
the Bible Lands. At Brumana there will 
be held a meeting with the Council for 
Western Asia and Northern Africa. 


A LETTER FROM MISSION HOUSE 


The Mission House Theological Semi- 
nary is now enrolled in the group of recog- 
nized Theological Seminaries in the U. 8. 
and Canada; another step forward. Now 
that the academy and seminary are regu- 
lar and aceredited in their respective 
spheres, why not the college? Will the Re- 
formed Chureh aid us as it has Catawba 
College, which now is doing such great 
work in the Southland? Should not the 
WHOLE Church get back of the Mission 
House College and make it possible for us 
to establish a STRONG College in the 
great West, where for the Church, as for 
industry and national life, lies our FU- 
TURE and a GREAT MISSIONARY 
FIELD for active Christian service. Can 
we progress to the point of thinking ‘‘to- 
getherness’? in our educational work of 
the Chureh? 


Mrs. Bauer, wife of the Professor of 
Philosophy, Joseph Bauer, is rising fast in 
the musical world, already being drafted 
for important parts in prominent musical 
productions in larger circles. Her star is 
in the ascendent and we of the Mission 
House are all proud of her fine musical 
qualities and suecesses. Mrs. Bauer main- 
tains two studios, one in Plymouth and one 
in Sheboygan, giving vocal lessons to ad- 
vanced pupils. She is arranging for a re- 
cital of her 30 students of the Mission 
House Friday, April 19, at the Mission 
House. 

Seminary students were in attendance 
upon the Conference of Theological Stu- 
dents held in Chicago Feb. 28-March 1. 
Mr. Urban Johansman, of the middle class, 
is treasurer. Professor Hessert led Com- 
munion service on the evening of Feb. 28. 

Alvin Stacy, our Indian student, who had 
a leave of absence owing to ill health, was 
taken to the hospital at Marsheld, Wis., 
where he is ill with pneumonia. The 
prayers of the Church are asked for our 
beloved brother, who has shown such 
earnestness and zeal in his studies at the 
Mission House. 

Professor F. Grether, our nestor profes- 
sor, preached a foreeful sermon in the 
Chapel on Sunday, Feb. 24, on the inner 
meaning of ‘‘Jesus going up to Jerusa- 
lem.’’ 

Rey. E. Ruegg, a minister of the Con- 
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gregational Church from Madison, a world 
traveler and renowned lecturer, addressed 
the faculty and students on Thursday, 
Feb. 28, at Chapel hour. He presented 2 
picture of Oriental culture growing to 
fruition and fast superceding and displae- 
ing the culture of the Oecident. 

A good elder of the Reformed Chureh of 
Decatur, Ind., sent in a check for $50 for 
the Mission House in appreciation of the 
good work which the Mission House is 
doing and for its encouragement and sup- 
port. Messages and gifts like these sanc- 
tify our work and spur us on in our activi- 
ties as teachers and administrators. 

Rev. Sam Brenner, pastor at Rising Sun, 
Ind., is setting a fine example for our 
alumni. Though he is not obliged to re- 
turn the money which he received in the 
form of beneficiary aid during his stu- 
dent years, since he is active in the Re- 
formed Church as pastor, yet periodically 
he is sending in payments to the treasurer 
in order to liquidate the entire amount on 
bonds. What a beautiful expression of 
loyalty and appreciation of the service 
which the Chureh has rendered 
him. In doing this, he is making it possi- 
ble for the Mission House to aid others 
and thus perpetuate the good work, memo- 
rializing his gratitude and giving a wider 
definition an dexpression to the word 
Sali ra ge? 

Our library has been made more service- 
able through the addition of several tables 
and a fixed arrangement to keep open 
every afternoon and Saturday morning. In 
no department are our facilities less ser- 
viceable and satisfactory than in this. 

Truly, Wisconsin IS progressive. 
After, and even during every snow fall, 
the large plows open up the roads past our 
institution. We have now named the road 
to Sheboygan ‘‘the white-velvet boule- 
vard.’’ Before the roads were opened it 
bore another name. 


CHURCH FURNISHINGS 


M. P. MOLLER PIPE ORGANS 
Endorsed by the most eminent organists. 
Lead all makes for church, school and audi- 
torium use. Every organ a special creation 
for a particular use and guaranteed the high- 
est grade. Booklets and = specifications on 
request, 


M. P. MOLLER 


Factory and General Offices 
Hagerstown, Maryland 


Special References: Organs in over three 
hundred Reformed Churches. 
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I \. E, Katterhenry, of Hohler, Wis., 
ldresse d the senior class of the seminary 
spartment of the Missions on Tuesday, 
Var ind demonstrated the actual re 


work in the thriving mission 
», that it is possible to make 
and have it function 
g Kingdom lines, Kohler is paying its 
Apportionment in full. 
May the prosperity anticipated under 
President Hoover also reach the MISSION 
LOUSE. PRAY FOR US. ; 
—John M. G. Darms, President. 
Mission House, Plymouth Wis., 
March 2, 1929. 
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NOTABLE GOLDEN WEDDING ANNI- 
VERSARY 

The Rey. and Mrs. J. George Kerschner, 
of Spring City, Pa., rounded out 50 years 
of happy married life on Feb. 20, and such 
tribute was paid the couple throughout the 
day that the golden wedding celebration 
will long be remembered by them. After 
the family reunion and exchange of greet- 
ings in the morning, all motored to the 
Hamilton Court, Philadelphia, where the 
anniversary dinner was served. After the 
dinner the family returned to Spring City, 
where a reception was held from 7 to 9 
which was attended by many 
parishioners, townspeople, neighbors and 
friends. Rey. and Mrs. Kerschner were 
the recipients of many greetings and 
gifts, including a purse of gold from the 
children. The gold was presented by 
means of a Treasure Hunt, during which 
the parents found the gold pieces in places 
disclosed in detailed instructions. 

Unique among the gifts was a souvenir 
book of almost 300 greetings from rela- 
tives and friends, far and near. The book 
is a neatly bound volume with gold letter- 
ing, contains greetings written in 5 
languages, coming from 13 States and 1 
foreign country, and from 93 towns and 
cities. It is illuminated with 13 cuts and 
one cartoon. The frontispiece is a hand 
engraving by Harry D. Wagner, of York. 
The greetings are grouped according to a 
number of classifications, including the 
families, heads of the Reformed educa- 
tional institutions, executives and minis- 
ters of the Church, parishioners of the 
Churches served by Rey. Mr. Kerschner, 
etc. The reception was in charge of the 
members of the St. Vincent Church, of 
which Mr. Kerschner is pastor. Several 
vocal selections were offered by Mrs. 
George H. Emery. 

Rev. and Mrs. Kerschner were married 
by Rev. Dr. E. G. Fogel, at Foglesville, on 
Feb. 20, 1879. Mr. Kerschner began pub- 
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lic life as a school teacher, but Jater in 
life decided to enter the Christian minis- 
try. He was graduated from Ursinus 


School of Theology, then at Collegeville, 
Pa., in 1898. Among the pastorates which 
Rev. Mr. Kerschner has served are the fol- 
lowing: St. Paul’s, Pottstown; St. Paul’s, 
Mahanoy City; First, Palmerton; and his 
present charge, St. Vincent’s, Spring City. 


**Mother’’ Kerschner 


At Mahanoy City a large and beautiful 
new Church edifice is a monument to his 
pastoral labors. Their children, who, with 
their families were present for the anni- 
versary, are as follows: Miss Carrie M. 
Kerschner, Executive Secretary of the 
Women’s Missionary Society; Rev. W. 
Sherman Kerschner, D. D., pastor of Heidel- 
berg Church, York, Pa.; and Rev. Harold 
B. Kerschner, pastor of First Church, 
Philadelphia. Truly this beloved couple 
has made a rich contribution to the life 


‘*Father’’ Kerschner 


and work of our denomination both by 
their own devoted lives and by the lives 
of their daughter and sons, who have 


rendered such a useful and outstanding 
service. 


MINISTERIAL RELIEF 

Our Treasurer, Dr. McLean, has just re- 
ceived a check for $500 from a member in 
the Middle West. He asks for an Annuity 
Bond. He is 60 years of age and would be 
entitled to six per cent interest, but he 
asks for four per cent. We appreciate this 
contribution and trust that others will 
avail themselves of this form of invest- 
ment. 

These bonds are absolutely safe. The in- 
terest is paid semi-annually or quarterly 
as the person making the investment may 
prefer. 

Another person is giving us $1,000 with 
the understanding that in case he should 
suffer financial reverses, we would be will- 
ing to pay interest during his life time. 
Of course we are willing to do this. 

Giving money in this way is better than 
making a bequest. If the amount is 
placed in your Will, the State takes ten 
per cent. Then the executor’s charge and 
cost of settlement greatly reduces the 
amount actually received by the Board. 

We will be glad to send booklet or an- 
swer any questions concerning Annuity 
Bonds or other forms of investment. 

We are asking all Charges that do not 
pay regularly on their Sustentation quotas 
to raise a good part of the quota between 
Easter and May 1, 1929. 

The money could be raised if pastors 
and consistories would make a reasonable 
effort to secure the balance due. 

One minister says, ‘‘My people do not 
wish to subscribe or make personal 
pledges.’’ In that case write to the Board 
of Ministerial Relief for envelopes, Give 
a number to each member. Place them in 
the pews. Tell your people about the im- 
portance of caring for our aged and dis- 
abled ministers. Have one Sunday in the 
month to stress this subject and you will 
receive contributions. 

In many places Sunday School classes 
and Ladies’ Aid Societies help to raise the 
Church’s quota of $5 per member. 

A minister may tell us that his people 
are not interested. If he will permit a 
member of the Board to tell his people 
about this work they will be interested 
and they will contribute. Some preachers 
seem to live under the Baumes law. They 
are shut up in their respective Charges for 
life and have no concern for their aged 
and disabled brethren in the ministry. 
Neither do they have any concern about 
the future welfare of the Church at large. 

We are glad to say this number is stead- 
ily decreasing. Conditions are improving. 
Ministers must not always be blamed for 
the backwardness of their members and we 
believe that where congregations fail us, 
individual members sooner or later will 
complete the Fund. 

—J. W. Meminger. 
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The Cynical Bachelor observes that the 
only way to manage a wife is her own way. 
Blobbs—‘‘Tf I had my own way I’d 
marry Nellie Gnaggs.’’ Slobbs—‘‘If you 


did, you’d never have you own way 
again.’? 
To achieve disarmament, build battle- 


ships by public subscription.—Lord Da- 


war, 


THEY HAVE OUR BEST WISHES 

Ever a certain morning in May, 
1927, many a girl has let herself drift into 
au dream of some day going to the sta- 
tioner’s and ordering new calling 


since 


some 
cards. 

“What name, please?’’ asks the pleas- 
ant clerk. 

“‘Lindbergh’’—a_ blush of triumph— 
“Lindbergh, Mrs. Charles A, Lindbergh.?? 

Even though such a dream could come 


true for only one girl in all the millions 
of girls who, in English, French, Spanish, 
Italian, German and assorted languages, 
have let themselves drift into it, each of 
the dreamers has shared for a moment a 
glimmer of what now shines in the heart 
of the girl who can include among her 
plans for the immediate future an order 
for just such calling cards. 


And the whole world—girls of every 
age, and boys and men—is interested a- 
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new in the name of the young man who 
has done everything he set out to do, and 
said little or nothing about any of it. 

‘*All the world loves a_ lover’’—of 
course, and when this lover who is loved 
of all the world happens to be a person 
who already had acquired an unprece- 
dented share of the world’s admiration 
and praise, it stands to reason that he and 
his lady-to-be will occupy a large part of 
the world’s thought and attention before 
and after marriage. 

Indeed, quite aside from his unparallel- 
ed record as a flying man, Colonel Lind- 
bergh has a claim on greatness for the un- 
eommon way in which he has withstood 
praise and public attention. In a day 
when sO many young men are doing so 
many different sorts of things, obviously 
with a view to gaining the plaudits of the 
crowd, it is a matter of the highest im- 
portance that the one young man who has 
done most to fix world attention on his 
doings is the one young man who has 
eared least for such plaudits. 

He has pointed a score of lessons which 
have value for all of us, regardless of age 
or state of being, but none of these les- 
sons is more important than that which 
comes to us through his admirable hand- 
ling of himself, so far as popular acclaim 
is concerned. 

History is crammed with examples of 
men and women who have been downed 
by this very shouting of the crowds; this 
very hero-worship. So it is fine and reas- 
suring to see this shining hero undimmed 
by the mountain-waves of praise that have 
rolled over him during the last two years. 
And we may be sure he is capable of car- 
rying this rare quality through the ex- 
acting days which will intervene before 
his wedding. 

As a matter of fact, the greatest thing 
about Lindbergh is this—that we can be 
‘sure of him. 

Here’s to him and the girl who will be 
ordering the new cards! 

‘‘The Optimist’’ in Phila, Bulletin. 


THE STARS 


They wait all day unseen by us, unfelt: 

Patient they bide behind the day’s full 
glare; 

And we who watched the dawn when they 
were there, 

Thought we had seen them in the daylight 
melt. 

While the slow sun upon the earth-line 
knelt. 

Because the teeming sky seemed void and 
bare 

‘When we explored it through the dazzled 
air, 

‘We had not thought that there all day they 
dwelt. 

Yet were they over us, alive and true, 

‘On the vast shades far up above the blue. 

‘The brooding shades beyond our daylight 
ken— 

Serene and patient in their conscious light, 

Ready to sparkle for our joy again. 

‘The eternal jewels of the short-lived night. 

—Mary Mapes Dodge. 


AN APOLOGY 


The editor of a small town newspaper 
explains the loss of the letter Ces72 Siro 
‘his composing room as follows:— 

Latht night thome thneaking theoundrel 
thtole into our compothing room and pil- 
fered the cabinetth of all the eththeth! 
Therefore, we would like to take advant- 
age of thith opportunity to apologize to 
our readerth for the generally inthipid ap- 
‘pearance of your allthtar paper. We would 
altho like to thtate that if at any time im 
the yearth to come we thould thee thith 
dirty thnake-in-the-grathth about the 
‘premitheth, it will be our complete and 
thorough thatithfaction to thoot him full 
-of holeth. Thank you. 


REFORMED 


CHURCH 


Junior Sermon 


By the Rev. Thomas Wilson Dickert, D. D, 


A SCHOOL OF PRAYER 


Text, Luke 11:1, ‘‘Lord, teach us to 
pray.’’ 


The other week, when I spoke to you 
about the Church as a House of Prayer, 
I said, that to one who attends the services 
of God’s house regularly and enters into 
the worship in the right spirit it becomes 
a School of Prayer. I have thought over 
that statement a great deal since then 
and have become even more convinced that 
it is true. Therefore I am going to develop 
that thought a little more fully so as to 
help you to be more eager to learn to pray. 

Everything we do has to be learned, and 
we learn to do it better and more perfect- 
ly by practice. When I was a young man 
we had a neighbor who was learning to 
play the cornet. Af first his efforts were 
awkward and noisy and disturbed the 
whole neighborhood. But he kept on prac- 
tising whenever he had any spare time and 
after a few years he was an excellent cor- 
net player and a valuable member of our 
home band, and finally became the leader 
of the band. 

When you first begin to pray, your 
prayers may be broken and imperfect, but 
if you keep on praying you will become 
more perfect in the practice of prayer. I 
have seen some of our young people grow 
wonderfully in the power of prayer. At 
first they were timid and Hardly able to 
pray a sentence prayer, but by keeping on 
they learned to pray very well. 

Some of you may remember a story I 
told you some years ago about a little boy 
in Scotland. He was keeping the sheep on 
Sunday as the people were going to 
Church, He heard the Church bells ring- 
ing, and saw the people going across the 
fields and along the road on their way to 
worship in God’s house. He thought that 
he too would like to pray to God. He had 
never learned any prayer, but he felt that 
he would like to ask God for a blessing, 
and to help him to do right and to watch 
the sheep faithfully. So he knelt down, 
folded his hands and closed his eyes, and 
said the A, B, C,—the letters of the alpha- 
bet. A man who was just passing by the 
hedge behind which the boy knelt, heard 
his voice, and, looking over the hedge, saw 
him kneeling there, repeating his A. B, C. 
‘‘What are you doing, my little man?’’ he 
asked kindly. The boy looked up and said, 
‘*Please sir, I was praying.’? ‘‘But what 
were you saying your letters for?’’ he 
asked. ‘‘Why, I don’t know any prayer, 
only I felt in my heart that I wanted God 
to take care of me and help me, so I 
thought if I said all I knew, He would put 
it together and spell what I wanted.’’ The 
man’s heart was touched, and he said, 
“<Bless your heart, my little man, He will, 
He will; when the heart speaks right the 
lips can’t say wrong.’’ 

Isn’t it a pity that nobody taught that 
boy to pray? Children can learn to pray 
as soon as they can learn to do anything. 
What a blessing it is when a child has a 
Christian mother who teaches it to lisp its 
first prayer! But only those who pray 
themselves can teach others to pray. 

If you will read the opening verse of the 
eleventh chapter of St. Luke, from which 
our text is taken, you will find it as fol- 
lows: ‘‘And it came to pass, as He was 
praying in a certain place, that when He 
ceased, one of His disciples said unto Him, 
Lord, teach us to pray, even as John also 
taught his disciples.’’ You notice that 
Jesus Himself was praying, and then the 
disciple asked Him to teach them. John 
tht Baptist was also a man of prayer, and 
he taught his followers to pray. 

It was upon the request 


from the 


Mites LN GER a 
spokesman of the disciples that Jesus 
taught the disciples that beautiful and per- 
fect prayer which is known as the Lord’s 
Prayer, It is so simple that a child may 


easily learn it and remember it, and yet 
so deep that the wisest men have not fully 
fathomed it. Jesus could teach His disei- 
ples to pray because He was a man of 
prayer and often talked to His Father in 
prayer. 

That only those who practice prayer can 
teach others is illustrated in the follow- 
ing story. Some years ago, in a Western 
town, there was a religious revival, and a 
young man became a member of the 
Church. One Sunday evening, as he and 
his widowed mother were sitting together 
in the twilight she said to him: ‘‘ Allen, 
tell me what led you to become a Chris- 
tian. Was it your home teaching, your 
lessons in the Sunday School, the regular 
preaching of the pastor, or has it all come 
through the influence of the revival meet- 
ings?’’ He looked up into his mother’s 
face and said, ‘‘Mamma, it was none of 
these,’’ although all of them helped to pre- 
pare him for the step. Then he told her 
that when they moved West, she remem- 
bered that he was riding with the engineer 
on the engine. He told her that when they 
were about ready to start from the sta- 
tion, the engineer knelt down for just a 
little bit, and then got up and started the 
locomotive. He asked the engineer many 
questions about the engine and about the 
places and objects they passed on their 
journey, and he answered them all very 
patiently. At every station at which the 
train stopped the engineer knelt down just 
before he started the engine. The boy 
began to wonder what he did every time 
he knelt down, and at last he asked him. 
‘‘Well, my dear boy,’’ he said, ‘‘when I 
kneel down, I pray.’’? He told the boy 
that he always asked God to help him, to 
keep from harm the many people he ¢ar- 
ried on the train, and that God had helped 
him so that he never had an accident, and 
that not a single one of the thousands of 
passengers he carried had ever been harm- 
ed. It was the praying engineer who 
helped this boy to become a Christian. 

This boy had been in a school of prayer 
and he learned to pray, but, alas! that he 
had to go away from home to learn it! 
The Church where real worship is carried 
on and where real prayers are offered 
ought to be a school of prayer to the wor- 
shippers. No doubt every pastor has no- 
ticed that when his members pray, in the 
prayer meeting or in the young people’s 
society, or elsewhere, they use some of the 
expressions which he uses in his prayers. 
This shows that he is a teacher of prayer 
and that the Church in which he officiates 
is a school of prayer. 

A beautiful story comes down to us from 
long, long ago, when persons believed more 
in angels than they do now. It is said 
that on a certain farm several men were 
employed by the master, and one of these 
was not liked much by the others. It was 
not because he had done them any harm, 
but he was different from themselves, did 
not do the same foolish things, and used 
to get away quietly to pray. So they went 
to their employer and told him that Isi- 
dore was wasting the time for which he 
was paid, for instead of sticking to his 
ploughing he got into quiet corners and 
was a long while on his knees. 

Then the master called Isidore to him, 
and wanted to know if this were true. 
Like a good many other things that are 
said when people are eager to find fault, 
it was partly true, though the amount of 
time taken had been exaggerated. Isidore 
at once owned up that often he did break 
off for a little while to pray. ‘‘But, mas- 
ter,’’ he said, ‘Shave you not heard that 
angels help the man who prays? Do you 
find at the end of the day that I have done 
too little or that the work is badly done?’’ 

When the master came to think of it, 
that was the last thing he could say about 
Isidore, so he was quite satisfied. But he 
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was still curious, so the next day he went 
towards the field which Isidore was 
ploughing, and as he drew near, he heard 
him singing, and remembered that he was 
always cheerful, and not sulky, like some 
of the others. Then as he drew nearer, 
he looked over the hedge, and saw that 


on each side of his man there was another 
team, with shining clothes 
suiding it, and looking on the ground, he 
that furrows instead of one 


some one in 


noticed three 


were being turned up at the same time. 
That is how they tell the story of him who 
was afterwards called St. Isidore. 

As you are faithful in learning your 


lessons at school, so you ought to learn in 
the school of prayer. 


The Family Altar 


By Rev. Ambrose M. Schmidt, D. D. 
March 18 to 24. 
Practical Thought: Are We Faithful in 
Our Stewardship? 
Memory Hymn: ‘‘So Let Our Lives and 
Lips Express.’’ 


Monday, March 18—Stewardship of Self. 
Read I Cor, 9:16-26. 

If God is the absolute Owner of every- 
thing, then He owns me. I belong to Him. 
Or, as we art taught in our Catechism, 
‘¢T belong to Jesus Christ.’? Have I, or 
am I seriously considering His claim to 
ownership? ‘‘Do I find myself more at 
home in the world than in the fellowship 
of Christ? Are secular affairs more inter- 
esting. to me than the things of the 
Spirit??? My own spiritual health should 
be my primary concern. Am I making any 
real effort to keep myself spiritually fit? 
Such questions are worth while, indeed, 
they are vital, if we undertake any seri- 
ous study of the Stewardship of Self. 

Prayer: My Lord and my God, Thou 
who hast made me in Thine own image, 
and who art calling me Thy child, give me 
an understanding heart, that I may conse- 
erate myself to Thee. Amen. 


Tuesday, March 19—Stewardship of Sub- 
tance. Read 2 Cor. 9:6-15. 

Just as we must do something with our 
selves, invest our lives somewhere, so must 
we invest our substance somewhere. It is 
really very important that we seriously 
ask ourselves, ‘‘ How shall I use my posses- 
sions??? Surely, God has given us earthly 
goods that we must use in meeting our 
every-day needs. But to most of us, He 
has given an abundance. What shall we 
do with the Lord’s portion? When in a 
Christian, business-like way, we open an 
account with ‘‘Our Partner,’’? and then 
see that He receives His share of the 
profits, we will discover that our lives will 
be richer and our business more Christian. 
Then, too, with His blessing upon us, our 
talents will be enriched as God gives the 
increase. 

Prayer: 

‘We give Thee but Thine own, 
Whate’er the gift may be: 
All that we have is Thine alone, 
A trust, O Lord, from Thee.’’ 


Amen. 
Wednesday, March 20—Stewardship of 
Service. Read Luke 10:25-37. 


The parable of the Good Samitan is 
one of the most familiar and much loved 
parables of our Lord. Read carefully and 
vou will note that the service rendered 
grew richer with every new movement of 
the alien helper. Our Saviour’s final word 
following the parable. ‘‘Go and do thou 
likewise,’’? is meant for every one of us, 
excused. The word ‘‘service’’ is 
5 times as often, in the New 
Jesus said, ‘‘T 


none 
mentioned 
Testament, as in the Old. 


am among you as He that serveth.’? 
*“Whosoever will be chief among you, let 
him be your servant.’’ ‘*Well done, good 
and faithful servant.’? The blessings of 
service in Christ’s Name, are now ours. 
The full benediction for work well done, 
will be—‘‘Enter thou into the joy of thy 
Lord.’’ 

Prayer: 
“*O use me, Lord, use even me, 

Just as Thou wilt, and when and where; 

Until Thy blessed face I see, 

Thy rest, Thy joy, Thy glory share.’’ 

Amen, 


Thursday, March 21—The Right Use of 
Wealth. Read 1 Timothy 6:11-19. 

““Tf I. were as rich as he is, I would give 
ten times as much, to the work of the 
Church and to Missions, as he does.’? 
Have you ever said anything lke that? 
Do you know that as a rule, people who 
talk like that are the ones who give very 
little of what they do possess? It’s doubt- 
ful whether large wealth would make them 
any more generous. Wealth, after all, is 
a relative term. One man’s riches is an- 
other man’s poverty. The important duty 
and privilege of all Christians, is to use 
their material possessions, just as God 
would have them used. 

Prayer: Strengthen me, O God, so that 
in all my work I may be found faithful, 
and in the use of my possessions, found 
ministering to others in Thy Name. Amen. 


Friday, March 22—The Great Commission. 
Read Matt. 28:16-20. 

It matters yery little whether we ‘‘ap- 
prove’’ of missions or not, the marching 
orders are imperative, and ours is the duty 
to obey. We may refuse to serve, we may 
even hinder the work, but God will find 
other helpers. Theirs will be the joy of 
service and ours will be the condemnation 
belonging to the shirkers. The Great Com- 
mission is definite and admits of no con- 
troversy. Listen and hear God as He 
speaks to you, ‘‘This is My beloved Son. 
Hear Him.’’ The Son speaks and says, 
““Go ye into all the world—make disciples 
of all nations—baptize—teach—Lo I am 
with you alway.’’ Fold your private 
opinions away and go to work. 

Prayer: Raise up, dear Lord, men and 


women, who will lay their gifts and above . 


all, themselves, upon Thine altar, so that 
Thy work may be done and Thy Kingdom 
come through all the world. Amen. 


Saturday, March 23—Christian Missions in 
Action. Read Acts 14:8-18. 


Lift your eyes, and lo the fields are 
white unto the harvesting and there are 
many laborers sowing, cultivating and 
reaping. We need not turn back to the 
days of Livingstone or Carey to find Mis- 
sions in Action. The opening years of the 
20th century are rich with men and women 
who, filled with His Spirit, are reaching 
into the very heart and life of distant na- 
tions, and filling them with the good news 
of the Christ who came to save all men. 
People are loudly calling for the Light, 
and with a hunger that must be met, are 
asking for the Bread of Life. Follow in 
spirit our Moores, Hoys, Schneders and a 
multitude of others who have poured out 
their lives that Japan, China and even now 
Mesopotamia might know Christ and be 
found in Him, 

Prayer: Take us, O holy Father, and use 
us as Thy vessels to carry the good news 
to those who know Thee not. May they 
see Christ in us and with us. Amen. 


Sunday, March 24—A Universal Call to 


Worship. Read Psalm 96:1-7. 

Most of the ministers of the city of 
Philadelphia, belonging to the Federation 
of Churches, exchanged pulpitsion the second 
Sunday in February. During the following 
week an active publicity campaign was 
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carried on, and Sunday, Feb. 20th, was 
designated as ‘‘Go-to-Church Sunday. 
The next day the city papers announced 
an increase in the attendance registering 
from 15 to 70%. Many persons heard the 
call to worship and responded, who had 
long neglected God’s House. This eall to 
worship is constant and almost universal. 
Every Lord’s Day with open Church 
doors, brings an invitation to all classes to 
come to God’s House and to worship Him. 
Many hear, but sad to say, many do not 
heed. 

Prayer: 
‘“We’ll crowd Thy gate 

songs, , 
High as the heavens our voices raise; 


with thankful 


And earth, with her ten thousand. 
tongues, 

Shall fill Thy courts with sounding 
praise.’?? Amen. 


Puzzle Box 


ANEWERS TO—HIDDEN WORD NAME 
PUZZLE No. 3 


1. John; 2. Henry; 3. Jacob; 4. Thomas; 
5. William; 6. Peter; 7. George. 


A HIDDEN WORD PUZZLE IN RHYME. 
No, 1 


My first is in peach, as well as in pear, 
My second’s in neat, but not in fair. 
My third is in star, but not in moon, 
My fourth is in late, but not in soon. 
My fifth is in grape, but not in vine, 
My sixth is in shop, but not in sign. 
My seventh’s in cake, but not in pie, 
My last is in hand, but not in eye. 

My whole spells the name of a character 
loved by the children. —A. M. §. 


PEN PRICKS 
By John Andrew Holmes 

Ask me another: Q. Is it correct 
to refer to one’s brother as one’s con- 
temporary? A. Yes, unless he works 
nights, in which case he can hardly 
be said to be living at the same time 
as one who works during the day. 


Judge: ‘‘Speeding, eh? How many times. 
have you been before me?’?’ 

Speeder: ‘‘Never, your Honor. I’ve 
tried to pass you on the road once or twice,. 
but my bus will do only fifty-five.’’ 

A venerable Scot purchased a little radio. 
set, and a few days later his friends asked 
him how he liked it. 

‘¢Well, it’s aw right to listen to,’’ he 
replied, ‘‘but those bulbs are na sae gud 
to read by.’’ 


HOME EDUCATION 


‘‘The Child’s First School is the Family’” 
Frobel. 


JUNIOR’S PARTY 
Anna Mae Brady 

“‘I’m giving a party for Junior,’’? Mrs. 
Jordan said to her neighbor. ‘‘Won’t you 
come over for the program?’? 

‘¢The program??? 

‘¢Well, I’ve asked each child to do some 
little stunt—sing, dance, recite or play the: 
piano. I couldn’t stand the usual games. 
I’m too nervous.’’ 

The neighbor, having healthy, lively chil- 
dren of her own, did drop in for she was 
interested to see the result of substituting 
formality for natural play. 


c 
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The children were seated in little chairs 
as if they were in kindergarten, but their 
attitude was decidedly different. They 
wriggled and twisted, or they sat tense and 
uncomfortable. 

‘Mother, please may we have a relay 
race?’’ begged Junior. 

‘*No, Junior, we are going to have the 
program,’? 

“*After that, Mother??? 

‘*No, I told you we would have no run- 
ning games.’? 

‘Mrs, Jordan. may we play Hurdy 
Gurdy?’’ asked a little guest ‘‘That isn’t 
running.’? 

““Merey no, John. Someone might 
hurt.’? 

“We don’t get hurt at school.’? 

‘*Well, you might here. I can’t take the 
responsibility.’? — 

The neighbor noticed that each child was 
interested only in his part of the program. 
When the others did their stunts he was in- 
different and sometimes he was plainly 
bored. But all were well behaved. No one 
moved from his chair. It was so quiet a 
little girl went to sleep. 

“‘Are we going to have ice cream??? 
asked an inquisitive guest as they sat down 
to the table for refreshments. 

“«Yes,’? Mrs. Jordan told them, ‘‘and the 
child who does not talk gets a second help- 
ing.’’ 

Mrs. Jordan beamed with satisfaction at 
the result of her bribe. ‘‘ Notice how quiet 
they are,’’ she whispered to her neighbor, 
**Why at Jackie’s party they all talked at 
once.’”’ 

The hush lasted until the children had 
said their formal good-byes and departed. 
Even then, Junior sat quiet in his chair 
seemingly uninterested in his gifts. The 
neighbor stopped to chat with him, for she 
saw what his mother did not—saw that 
Junior considered his party a flat failure. 
Something had been wrong, and he knew 
what it was. 

It almost seemed to the neighbor as if 
Mrs. Jordan had planned this party with 
the idea of saving her furniture, rugs and 
nerves instead of giving pleasure to her 
little son and his friends. 

It is one thing to restrain children from 
unsocial conduct and quite another to re- 
press their natural inclinations. It is not 
necessary that children should shout or be 
rough in order for them to have a good 
time, but to repress normal activity and 
desire is bound to dim their pleasure and, 
if continued, to bring disastrous results. 


get 


‘“‘No department of education has made 
a greater contribution to the progress of 
education than the kindergarten. Un- 
doubtedly the publie school of the future 
will not only include the up-to-date kinder- 
garten in its natural correlation with the 
elementary school, but will also include 
the pre-kindergarten and nursery school 
designed to lay the most natural, healthful 
and wholesome foundation for the future 
growth and educational development of the 
child.?’—M. W. Deputy, President, State 
Teachers College, Bemidji, Minnesota. 

If you wish to get a kindergarten open- 
ed, write to the National Kindergarten As- 
sociation, 8 West Fortieth Street, New 
York, for advice, information and litera- 
ture. 


LIGHT 


Taking His hand, I went into the valley, 

Into the darkest night and farthest way, 

And woke, to find serene above me, 

A thousand stars had torn the black away. 
—Faith Hollister. 


HEAVENLY VISITANT 


Mrs. F. B. Angel, of Paradise, is visiting 
with W. R. Correll and family.—Manhat- 


tan (Kan.) paper. 
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THE PASTOR SAYS— 
By John Andrew Holmes 


Whenever social conditions are 
malodorous, some one draws a chalk 
line, on one side of which he writes, 
‘*sacred,’’ on the other side, ‘‘secu- 
lar’’ and tells the minister to keep 
God on His own side of the dead- 
line. 


eee 


THREE LITTLE GIRLS—A DIALOGUE 


Characters: Grace—a brunette, repre- 
senting the Good, or Religion; Tillie—a 
semi-blonde, representing the True, or Sei- 
ence; Belle—a blonde, representing the 
Beautiful, or Art. 


‘«There was a little girl 
Who had a little curl, 
Hung down in the middle of the forehead! 
When she was good, 
She was very, very good, 
But when she was bad, she was horrid.’’ 


Selle: Isn’t this a beautiful morning? 

Tillie: Yes, as we go along the road to- 
gether we see everywhere the growth and 
development of nature, 

Grace: Yes, but you mustn’t think you 
know it all. 

Tillie: Well, who said we did? 

Grace: Well, you teach a theory of evo- 
lution in your schools and colleges, which 
robs folks of their religion. 

Tillie: No, we don’t. You just think 
yourself smart, or want to be unjust. 

Belle: Wait, my sisters, I don’t think 
that this is the ease on either side. 

Tillie: Besides, the facts of science are 
one thing, and the theories are another. 
The facts are the changes which nature has 
undergone in all her various forms, while 
the statement that man has come up from 
some lower form, is only a theory. 

Grace: Well, you deny the Bible. 

Tillie: No, we don’t, so there. 

Belle: Now, what is the use of this 
quarreling, girls? Beauty never knows 
anything about disagreements. If it finds 
them, its mission is to correct them as soon 
as possible. 

Grace: But you are not always success- 
ful. 

Belle: No, but we often are. 

Grace: You always say that neither art 
nor science know such a thing as modesty. 

Belle: Well, isn’t it true? 

Grace: Yes, but that is not saying that 
it should be so. You talk about your 
civilizing power; but what have you done 
to evangelize the world? 

Belle: Well, you must admit that both 
art and science are the handmaids of re- 
ligion; that religion could not amount to 
much without us, in the civilization of 
man, 

Grace: Now, you do think you are 
smart; don’t you? 

Tillie: In your Bible, don’t you find 
much of the scientific? When the Lord 
answered Job in the whirlwind, it was al- 
together about what does science teach? 

Grace: Well, there was no Bible then. 

Tillie: But then why didn’t the Lord say 
to Job, ‘‘Wait till the Bible is written, 
and then you will find out.’’ 

Grace: Yes, but look at what religion 
has done for the world. ; 

Tillie: Yes, but neither art nor science 
persecuted ‘‘hereties’’ like religion did. 

Grace: Well, these might be called the 
exerescences of religion. 

Tillie: Well, then, let science and, art 
have some ‘‘excrescences,’’ too. 

Belle: Yes, out of discords into chords; 
out of disharmony into harmony; this is 
the rule in music. 

Tillie: Yes, and as we find that one theory 
will not stand the test of investigation, we 
try another, while you stick to one thing 
all the time. 


Grace: I’m sure you don’t really mean 
that. I guess we go on changing and im- 
proving, as well as you, in our methods; 
but the object of our faith does not change. 
He is the same yesterday, today, and for- 
ever. 

3elle: Now, girls, quit this quarreling. 
The more I think of this question, the 
more I think we should agree; not only 
agree, but be dependent on each other. Re- 
ligion, while all important, should consider 
science and art its true handmaids; each 
helping the other to do good and to civilize 
and evangelize the world. Don’t you think 
so too, Tillie and Grace? 

Tillie: Yes, I believe you are right. Not 
only should we consider each as helping 
the rest; but we should consider ourselves 
as one only differently expressed, 

Belle: Look at that beautiful rainbow! 

Tillie: Yes, to think how the refraction 
of light in the drops of water can produce 
such beauty! ; 

Grace: And, as it taught its message to 
Noah, so let it have its message for us. 
Let us not any more quarrel or wrangle; 
but remember that truth is many sided, 
and that it includes goodness and beauty 
as well, and that the Good, the True, and 
the Beautiful should ever travel together 
as one grand and glorious sisterhood. 


—Cap. 


A passenger on a New York and Chicago 
limited train, looking under his berth in 
the morning, found one black shoe and one 
tan. He called the porter’s attention to 
the error. 

The porter scratched his head in_ be- 
wilderment. 

‘“Well, ef dat don’t beat all,’’ he said. 
“‘Dat’s de second time dis mawnin’ dat 
mistake’s happened.’’ 


‘“‘What’s the matter, dear??? 
**Can’t get this confounded self-starter 
to work. I think there must be a short 


circuit somewhere.’’ 


‘““How annoying! 
it?’?’—Selected. 


Can’t you lengthen 


THE FEUDAL SYSTEM 


Rose Brooks 


Marcia Bennett was finishing her break- 
fast with Father and Mother when the 
doorbell rang. 

“‘Tt’s Jimsy and Bill and Martha and 
Betty,’’ said Marcia, indifferently, and 
making no effort to answer the summons. 

“Tf you know it’s your own crowd, why 
don’t you save Nora the trouble of—’’ 
began. Mother. But patient Nora was al- 
ready at the door, admitting the four eall- 
ers whom Marcia had elairvoyantly pre- 
dicted. 

Marcia rose languidly, and, hardly say- 
ing good-by to her parents, strolled into 
the hall. 

‘‘Let me get your coat and hat,’’? spoke 
Jimsy. 

“‘T7ll get your zippers,’’ said Betty. 

‘*Here are your mittens,’’ offered Mar- 
tha. 

“‘T?ll carry your books,’’ said Bill. 

And the outer door closed behind five 
children reduced to a state of quietness 
which turned Mother’s mind to thermo- 
meters and symptoms. 

“Are they sick?’’ she questioned Father 
anxiously, to be answered only by Father’s 
heartiest laugh. 

‘Judging by the breakfast your daugh- 
ter ate, I shouldn’t worry, if I were you,’’ 
said he. ‘* ‘Let me get your coat and hat. 
T’ll carry your book,’ ’’ he mimicked, in 
the same delight with which he would 
watch a stage comedy. ‘‘This house is a 
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stage,’’ he went on. ‘‘I1’m glad I live in 
it.?? 
‘‘But what are they up to now?’? 
Mother went on, with a weary note in her 
voice, which hinted that she found the 
daily pageant more wearing than did 
Father. ‘‘Marcia went out of this room 
like a queen. She didn’t even kiss us 
good-by. And she greeted her crowd as 


if they were doormats.’’ 

‘“Nobody knows what they’re up to, 
but themselves,’’ said Father, still laugh- 
ing. ‘‘They’re at the dramatic stage, 
that’s all. Let them alone. They’re 
growing all ways at once and having a 
great time doing it. Marcia won’t be top 
dog long; nobody ever is. The fewer 
questions you ask, the sooner you’ll find 
out.’ 

From bitter experience, Mother knew the 
truth of this last remark, and, since she 
was beset by curiosity to find out what 
spell had descended upon five roistering 
children to change them into deferential 
prigs, she asked no questions at all, but 
kept her eyes open and her ears cocked. 

For a week she was completely mysti- 
fied, but her patience endured. Each morn- 
ing Marcia’s four cronies rang the bell 
before breakfast was finished, and each 
morning the same scene of queenly con- 
descension on Marcia’s part and of humble 
servility on the part of the four bell-ring- 
ers took place in the front hall. 

“No ‘light yet?’’ Father invariably 
burst into a roar of laughter as the outer 
door closed, 

““Not a ray,’’ Mother would answer, 
exasperation in her voice. ‘‘If you think 
such a system is good for your daughter, 
I don’t. But why do they wait on her, 
hand and foot? Every afternoon, those 
two boys.lug her books home for her, just 
as they lug them off mornings. And when 
they come in from play, Martha and Betty 
take off her coat and cap and mittens and 
zippers for her as if she were an invalid, 
or an idiot,’’ finished Mother, wrathfully. 
“What do you think happened yesterday 
afternoon? JI haven’t had a chance to 
tell you.’’ 

“‘T never guessed a riddle in my life,’’ 
said Father. ‘‘Tell me.’’ 

““Well, it began to rain hard, soon after 
they all went out to play, and in they 
trooped, all five. I was mending, up in my 
room, and up they came, just to have a 
look around. ‘Marcia, run downstairs and 
bring me my big shears. I left them in 
the library,’ I said. Did your daughter 
move? Not she. She cast a haughty 
glance at Jimsy, who nearly fell down- 
stairs in his haste to do her bidding. You 
needn’t laugh. That’s not all,’’ she went 
on indignantly. ‘‘Just to test out this 
secret scheme, I presently told Marcia to 
go up attic to my sewing storeroom and 
bring me down a pile of sheets to mend. 
Did she budge?’’ Mother put her ques- 
tion dramatically. 

*‘Did she?’’ Father gave 
question in ill-eoncealed mirth. 

‘She did not. She didn’t have a chance. 
Bill Clattered up attic so fast he tripped 
and fell, and before you could wink he 
staggered back with his load.’’ 

‘What did you say?’’ asked Father. 

““Nothing,’’ said Mother grimly. ‘‘Not 
a word. But I can’t keep it up a day 
longer Marcia will never lift a finger 
again, if this goes on.’’ 

Not a day longer did Mother have to 
wait, because that very evening, Marcia, 
studying English history before the fire, 
said, ‘*Father, wasn’t it just great, the 
feudal system! I mean if you were a lord 
and had lots of vassals.’ 

Father peered quickly over the top of 
his newspaper, not at Marcia, but at 
Mother, who was staring straight back at 
him. Her eyebrows were lifted and the 
eorners of her mouth twitched. 

‘*Ts that what you’re studying, the feudal 
system??? she asked Marcia, in a voice so 
full of understanding that Father retired 


back 


his 


to the shelter of his newspaper in haste. 

‘*Don’t you think it was great, Father? 
Of course you would have been one of the 
lords,’’ said Marcia, unsuspectingly, as she 
gathered her books and started for bed. 

‘We should have been king and queen,’’ 
said Mother, laughing. ‘‘Does your feudal 
system tell you that, though the vassals 
swore allegiance to the lords of the land, 
the lords had to give their oath of fealty 
to the crown???’ 

““Why, yes,’’ said Marcia, in apparent 
amazement. ‘‘How’d you know?’’ 

““We went to school ourselves once, in 
the dim, dark ages,’’ said Mother, and 
added, drawing Marcia to her for a good- 
night kiss, ‘‘and we liked to play games 
just as well as you do. In fact, we haven’t 
yet forgotten how to play.’’ 

The next afternoon Mother met Father 
at the train, and, as they drove home to- 
gether, many a passer-by wondered what 
in the world the two were laughing about. 

“*The downfall of the feudal system be- 
gan as soon as the clan gathered after 
school.’’? Mother could hardly wait for 
Father to jump into the car before she 
began her tale. ‘‘ Your daughter was hav- 
ing her coat hung up by one of her vassals, 
when I ealled out cheerfully, ‘Marcia, I’d 
like to have you straighten out the attic 
this afternoon. When it’s finished you 
may go out to play.’ ”’ 

““What did she say?’’ demanded Father, 
who always tried to hurry the flow of any 
tale. 

‘*She was too surprised to say anything 
for a minute. Then she gasped, ‘The at- 
tic! Go out after it’s straightened! Why, 
it would take me two whole afternoons!’ ’’ 

“Not with ten feet and ten hands at 
your service,’’ I told her. ‘‘That count is 
right, if you work yourself.’’ 

“*But I don’t!’’ burst from Marcia, be- 
fore she thought. 

““She’s the lord and we’re the vassals! ?’ 
burst from Martha, also taken unawares. 

“‘But I’m the king!’’ I silenced them. 
*‘Lord Marcia, lead your vassals to the 
scene of battle, and thus prove your fealty 
to the king, and the worth of your feudal 
system! ’? 

CONA oy 
Father. 

‘Why not?’’ demanded Mother. ‘‘They 
saw they were caught in their own trap, 
and if they didn’t make short work of the 
job! When they came down, I turned 
them loose in the kitchen for a candy 
pull.’ 

*“Oh, well!’’ said Father approvingly. 

‘¢Well,’’? said Father to Marcia as she 


never made them!’’ accused 


spread out her books for after-supper 
study. ‘‘Still studying the feudal sys- 
tem??? 


‘“No,’’? said Marcia, looking up to see 
his grin, and instantly matching it with 
one of her own. ‘‘We’ve finished the 
Middle Ages, and are beginning on modern 
times. That’s what the history book says 
about the feudal system. It’s the divid- 
ing line.’? As she spoke, Marcia avoided 
Mother’s eye. 

““Tt must have been great to be a lord, 
with lots of vassals,’’ said Father so seri- 
ously that Marcia, off guard, said, with a 
sigh of regret: 

“*Tt was!?? 

At that Father laughed and Motber 
laughed, and Marcia had to laugh, too. 

‘‘But it was getting tiresome to remem- 
ber never to do anything,’’ Marcia pres- 
ently admitted, in relieved honesty. ‘‘And 
I don’t know how long the others would 
have kept it up.’’ 

““May I humbly ask how you got your- 
self elected lord?’’ asked Father, with in- 
terest. 

“Just because I thought of the game,’’ 
said Marcia, 

“Were you to be lord forever, or was it 
to be a turn-about game???’ 

‘«We were just getting to that,’’ said 
Marcia, ‘‘when Mother made us clean the 
attic.?? 


Next morning Marcia put on her own 
coat and cap and mittens and zippers, 
carried her own strapped books, and met 
her waiting pals on the street corner. 

‘““Thank goodness,’’ said Mother to 
Father as they waved good-by from a 
front window, ‘‘for the passing of the 
Middle Ages and the beginning of modern 
times. ’? 

[All rights reserved] 


birthday Greetings 


Alliene S. DeChant 


Our (Martha) Louise Schaffner won’t be 
13 until November 17, yet she’s been a 
poet ever so long. She’s a B. I. J., too, 
a Born in Japan (Tokyo) Birthday Club 
member. Your Birthday Lady first saw 
her in Wakamatsu, Japan, where she and 
her home folks were the only white people 
for miles and miles and miles. She’s in 
Junior High, now. ‘‘Louie’’ is in the 8th 
grade of the George Ross School, Lancas- 
ter. She’s literary editor of ‘‘The Pa- 
triot,’’ her school paper. She has had 


other honors, too, for she won first prize 
in the Children’s Book Week Contest, held 
by Green’s Book Shop, for the children of 
Laneaster City and county. 


Her ‘‘ Book 


Isabella, Martha Louise and Franklin 
Schaffner with ‘‘Bubbles’’ 


I Like Best and Why’’ essay was written 
about ‘‘The Prince and the Pauper.’? 
When she was 10, ‘‘Girlie,’’ as her mother 
calls her, wrote a poem called ‘‘Light.’? 
The next year she wrote ‘‘Hallowe’en,’?’ 
which a newspaper man liked so much that 
he put it in his paper. And not so very 
long ago she wrote ‘‘The Quest.’’ Louise 
keeps her writings in a black leather note- 
book and each poem is typewritten. 
When I asked her what kind of a type- 
writer she used, she showed me an old L. 
C. Smith, the very kind your Birthday 
Lady started with, when she wrote news 
for the ‘‘Evening Sun,’’ of Hanover, Pa. 
(Sh!)—Franklin, Louise’s brother, is 8 
now, and Isabelle is 7. Franklin’s nick- 
name is ‘‘Sonny Jim’? and Isabelle’s is 
‘*Chickie.’’ ‘Sonny Jim’’ has his mother’s 
gift of song. He sings soprano. They 
spent last summer at Perdix along the 
Susquehanna and what fun they had 
swimming, fishing, shooting, and taking 
sun baths. ‘‘Bubbles’’ their six-year-old 
black Pom-eranium was with them, too, 
and your Birthday Lady wonders why he 
didn’t bleach when he took his sun bath! 
‘‘Poetry’’ greetings this week, to all my 
boys and girls who win prizes. 

P. S. Louise gave me 3 of her poems. 
Watch for one of them next week . It’s a 
lovely one, all about the : 

P. SS. 2. Every boy and girl in the 
Junior High School of our St. Paul’s Or- 
phans’ Home, Greenville, Pa., made a 
Stewardship Poster. Your Birthday Lady 
is very proud of that. P. S. 3. Two of 
our Club are on the ocean. They are the 
children of our missionaries, the W. Carl 
Nugents, who sailed from New York for 
Japan, March second. We wish them all 
Bon Voyage. P. 8. 4. We have three new 
members: Richard Olsen, 5; and Paul Htz- 
ler, 6; Highfield, Md., and another parson- 
age girlie, Emily Jane Hartman, Littles- 
town, Pa. And Mrs. Mark Deichman has 
more names to send us from Highfield. 
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A CHARGE TO A CONGREGATION 
By the Rey. Joseph H. Stein 


(The Charge to the Hungarian Reformed 
Church, Toledo, 0., on the Occasion 
of the Installation of the Reve- 
rend Ferenc Ujlaky) 


The great Scotch preacher, Ian Mae- 
laren, shortly after his graduation from 
seminary, became assistant to a pastor of 
a large city Church in Scotland, where life 
was stiff and stodgy and people’s minds 
were occupied chiefly with keeping up ap- 
pearances. Maclaren was very much dis- 
satisfied and soon took up work in a little 
parish of his own. Here midst the warmth 
and cordiality of the people he developed 
that power of all great preaching—the 
power to reveal within his own personality 
the singular beauty of all souls who know 
Jesus intimately. 


On one occasion, in the course of his 
sermon, he was at a loss for a word. It 
was with confusion of face that he finally 
found the word he desired. After the ser- 
vice one of his fine, old, friendly elders 
eame to him and taking his hand in his 
said, ‘‘Laddie, my boy, whenever you are 
at a loss for a word—just announce a 
psalm and we’ll sing it for ye while you 
find yir word—for we’re prayin’ for ye 
every minute.’’ 

You, dear people, want to help your pas- 
tor to be a good pastor. You want him to 
reveal within his personality the singular 
beauty and majesty of the Master. ‘‘I be- 
seech you to know him that is placed over 
you in the Lord... . and to esteem him 
very highly in love for his work’s sake.’’ 

Receive him as God’s messenger to you 
and to your family. You all believe that 
the minister should know his people. 
Every clergyman believes that, too. But 
it is equally important that you should 
know your pastor. Get close to him. Get 
as close to him as you can. If you do not 
know your pastor, you can not love him. 
If you do not love him, you will not be 
moulded by him. Love is the only flame 
hot enough to make your heart plastic and 
pliable. 

Get near to him in your difficulties. 
Every life has its sorrow and sadness, its 
doubts and perplexities, its remorse and 
anxiety. Many difficulties and doubts 
vanish in the light of larger knowledge 
and all burdens are lightened when told to 
a friend. Make your pastor your friend. 

Get close to your pastor in your home 
life. Invite him occasionally to sit at 
table with you, to break bread with you, 
and to enter into the fellowship of your 
family circle. Make him feel that you 
desire and appreciate his spiritual leader- 
ship in the work and worship of your 
family. 

Get close to your pastor in his work. 
Ask him his opinions and desires on prob- 
lems which arise from time to time—then 
champion them for him in official groups 
and in conversation with the membership 
of the congregation. Seize his view-point. 
Grasp his plans. Your pastor will not 
command you, but he will advise you. As 
God’s messenger his advice ought to have 
in it something of the urgency and the 
majesty of the Master. Develop a per- 
sonal interest in the great tasks of the 
Church and of your local congregation 
through the reading of Church literature. 
Subscribe for at least one religious paper 
that you may keep in touch with the great 
movements in which God is expressing 
Himself in your time. A few men and 
women in a congregation informed and 
truth-hungry, capable of appreciating the 
best thought a minister can give are a 
ceaseless spur to him to more strenuous 
labor. Call out of your pastor his reserves 
and resources. Be an inspiration to your 
pastor. 


Be an inspiration not only yourself, but 
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seek to interest others in the work and radius of from 50 to 100 miles, whereas in 
worship of the Chureh. Introduce your’ the olden days 5 or 10 miles would have 


friends to your pastor and to the members 
of the congregation. The great need of 
the Chureh is life—new volumes of mental 
and spiritual energy! Men and women 
have won their rights as worshippers in the 
Chureh of today; they have not accepted 
their privilege as workers. 

Get close to your pastor, his family and 
the Church interests through daily prayer 
and devotions and by showing him and 
them the gentle, unexpected courtesies 
which it is possible almost continually to 
express. 

Remind yourselves often that when your 
life has been lived and the evening time 
approaches it will be one of your abiding 
joys to know that among vour best and 
most highly appreciated friends through 
life has been your pastor. 


Ah! there is something ineffably beauti- 
ful in the idealization and appreciation ex- 
pressed in the title ‘‘ Herr Pastor’’—‘‘ Tis- 
Tele-Tesh-Ue!’’—Honored Pastor. Cul- 
tivate this idealization and appreciation 
for your pastor, but remember that as an 
ambassador of the Lord Jesus Christ he 
cares not for titles and honors, ‘‘Call no 
man Rabbi,’’ said Jesus one day. A young 
man in his enthusiasm said, ‘‘Good Mas- 
ter.?’? Jesus said, ‘Stop, call no man 
good save God. I am the servant. I am 
the least among you. I am here to make 
known to you who you are, that you may 
find power within yourselves.’’ So your 
pastor is among you as one who serveth, 
striving to make known to you the great 
glory of divine life that dwells within 
each one of you. 


Love your Chureh. Have reverence and 
respect for all its furniture and furnish- 
ings. Champion the tasks of the Church. 
Your service, however humble, is import- 
ant and necessary. Reverence and love 
especially him whom you have ¢alled as 
the voice of God to your congregation— 
your prophet who will enlighten you in 
darkness; your priest who will intercede 
and sacrifice for you; your king crowned 
by you because of his teachings by word 
and example and because of his sacrifices 
for your welfare. ‘‘I beseech you, breth- 
ren, esteem your pastor very highly in love 
for his work’s sake.’’ 


URSINUS NEEDS AN INFIRMARY 


The ‘‘Tower Window’’ column of the 
‘*Ursinus Weekly,’’ contributed regularly 
by the President of the college, Dr. Om- 
wake, makes the following appeal for an 
infirmary: ‘‘ Will not some one come for- 
ward and build an infirmary for Ursinus 
College. Here we are doing our best to 
stave off a scarlet fever epidemic, and yet 
obliged to do so under such adverse con- 
ditions as to make the task. extremely 
difficult. It is in times of threatened epi- 
demic that our need in this regard becomes 
absolutely insistent. The health of the 
more than 500 persons who make up our 
college community is too important to be 
held in peril every time some contagious 
disease breaks out in our midst. The pos- 
sibility of epidemics is much greater than 
in the earlier days. True, professional 
knowledge and skill enable physicians to 
cope with diseases far more succesfully 
today than a generation or two ago, But, on 
the other hand, in our more complex society, 
contagion is communicated more readily 
than in the old days of the simple life. The 
radius of the individual’s contacts has be- 
come vastly widened through modern 
means of transit. Disease is conveyed in 
a few hours across wide areas of territory 
as the result of automobile travel alone. 
Week-ends find our students going hither 
and yon to visit in their homes, and Sun- 
days bring visiting parties to the campus 
from far and near. Every week, contacts 
are made over an area measured by a 


measured the more remote contacts except 
those made by railroad travel, and im this 
students indulged but little. Despite the 
marvelous advance made by the medical 
profession, the risk of illness is greater 
than before. The institution for over- 
coming disease and accident today is the 
hospital. Every community of any size 
must have one. The infirmary is just a 
small hospital. Ursinus must not be 
suffered to go longer without this neces- 
sary feature of institutional equipment. 
Millions of dollars are given annually for 
the erection and maintenance of hospitals. 
Will not some person give Ursinus the 
relatively few thousand that will be 
necessary to provide a modest but up-to- 
date, adequate infirmary?’’ 


A LETTER FROM DR. MOORE 


Mrs. Moore and myself left Lansdale on 
Jan. 9 on our way to Florida. We came as 
far as Jacksonville by train and from 
there by bus to St. Petersburg, where we 
have put in just one month. On our way 
here we took in St. Augustine, the first 
settlement in what is now the U. S. Ter- 
ritory, having the oldest house in the U. 
S., which dates back to 1571. It is open 
to visitors and contains many interesting 
relics. There is, also, Fort Marion, the 
oldest in our country dating back to the 
16th century; and the Alligator Farm. A 
visit to St. Augustine would not be com- 
plete without seeing the Alligator Farm. 
There are hundreds of them; babies of 6 or 
7 months, and several very old ones. One 
of them said to be 800 years, and a eroco- 
dile 200 years old, it is said. 

Our next stop was at Daytona Beach, 
and the city of Daytona. This is where 
they have such a noted. beach. It extends 
70 miles, as smooth as a concrete road, and 
broad enough, when the tide is out, for 
6 or 8 automobiles to drive abreast. It is 
on this beach that the world’s most famous 
automobile races have been held, and 
others scheduled to be held. 

Our next stopping place was Orlando— 
the ‘‘City Beautiful.’’ It well deserves 
the name. With its beautiful lake fronts 
and parks, its palm trees, shaded wide 
streets and fine public buildings and pri- 
vate residences. It is truly a thing of 
beauty and a joy to all who are its visit- 
ors. There we spent Sunday, going to the 
Presbyterian Church where there was a 
capacity audience; we heard a good ser- 
mon and fine music. 

A ride of about 80 miles by bus took us 
across the orange country. We passed 
orange grove after orange grove, its trees 
laden with luscious fruit ready to be pick- 
ed. Orlando is the county seat of Orange 
County and, with its lakes, is in the very 
heart of the orange country, hedged in, 
so to speak, by orange groves. It is also 
one of the greatest shipping places for cit- 
rus fruits. 

St. Petersburg is called ‘‘The Sunshine 
City’’ and when the sun shines, as it does 
most of the time, it is warm, bright and 
beautiful. The leading newspaper of the 
city has promised to give its entire home 
edition every day the sun fails to shine in 
the city before the time of going to press 
at 2 o’clock in the afternoon. In 18 years 
it has had to give away but 94 editions, or 
less than 6 a year. 

This winter, when the people up North 
were shivering in the cold with zero and 
sub-zero weather, we were basking in the 
warm sunshine with the thermometer regis- 
tering as high as 80 and 82 degrees. There 
are several reasons why we chose St. 
Petersburg in which to spend the winter. 
The first is, besides its bright sunshine 
and mild climate, that of cheapness of liv- 
ing. Faney getting an apartment contain- 
ing a good-sized living and bedroom with 
a kitchenette, furnished, water, light and 
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heat free, and all for the sum of $5 a week. 
Food is cheaper here than at home. There 
are numerous cafeterias and restaurants 
where you can get a good meal, all one is 
able to eat, for fifty cents. Oranges at the 


rate of 25¢e for 2 dozen, even 3 dozen for 
or | 2 oe Mt * iy = mn - 
25¢e and grapefruit likewise cheap. There 
is no extra expense, or need not be, over 
what it would cost a family to live at 
home, and taking into consideration what 
is saved at home in coal, water, electricity, 


ete., the travel expense is about the only 
outlay. 

St. Petersburg has a population of 50,000 
and the tourist population is about double 
that of the residents. It has many attrac- 
tions. There are about 50 Churches and 
several of the largest and finest in the 
country. One is impressed with the fact 
that St. Petersburg considers its Churches 
its most important institutions. And dur- 
ing the winter ‘season, the Churches, large 
as they are, are not sufficient to accommo- 
date the crowds of worshippers. The Con- 
gregational Church has a seating capacity 
of 2,200. The First M. E. Church seats 1,800 
and the latter holds 2 morning services, 
one at 9, the other at 10.45, and both ser- 
vices crowded. 

During last month a School of Missions 
was held here for a week and the regis- 
tration numbered 900. A number of the 
most prominent mission teachers and 
speakers were on the program, such as 
Sidney Gulick, Mrs. Montgomery, Dr. Ida 
Scudder. This was a treat to the writer. 

I might write of its recreations and all 
kinds of sport facilities, all sorts of enter- 
tainment and last, but not least, its being 
such a great place for those who are fond 
of the rod and line. Tampa Bay and the 
Gulf of Mexico abound with fish and won- 
derful catches are made; and the mission- 
ary who writes this indulges in this latter 
sport, as he does also for his exercise, 
in shuffle board. The Shuffleboard Club 
at present writing numbers over 2,000. 

J. P. Moore. 

Feb. 25, 1929. 


CHURCH SCHOOL 
PROBEEMSSHOR 


Answers Fitted While You Wait 
By DR. W. EDWARD RAFFETY 


Professor of Religious Education, 
University of Redlands Redlands, California 


Problem: The problem raised in the 
issue of Feb. 21 is so important that a 
fuller solution is offered at this time. On 
this page last month, in trying to help 
answer the question of rejuvenating the 
old Church School, we suggested the slo- 
gan, ‘‘A New School for the New Year.’’ 
This, if adopted, will mean an honest ef- 
fort to make the old School new. Certain 
strong points should be made stronger. 
Many weak places need considerable at- 
tention to lift them into strength. The 
good should be made better, and the bet- 
ter, best. Progress is not possible unless 
the workers intelligently set themselves 
to an intensive study of conditions as they 
frankly find them in their own schools. 
Face facts. Move forward. Take no back- 
ward steps. Keep up courage, be pa- 
tient, tactful, prayerful, and intelligently 
informed on the things that will make 
your old School new. 

Lines of investigation will take four 
directions in most Schools. There will be 
a check up: (1) on matters of organiza- 
tion, administration, and supervision; (2) 
on teachers and teachings; (3) on the 
Christian life and its expression through 
evangelism, worship, recreation, and serv- 
ice, and (4) on training for leadership. 

Before beginning carefully to scrutinize 
the School, it would be well to have ap- 
pointed a good, strong committee of fair 


minded, painstaking, keen, observing peo- 
ple. These should meet and carefully pre- 
pare for their work. 

There should be mimeographed or 
printed copies of all questions to be used. 
Probably a score ‘‘card’’ for each of the 
four lines of study should be given to each 
investigator, and all points explained. For 
most Church Schools, a simple type of 
scoring would be better than one with 
numerical (percentage) ratings. For each 
item, where a rating is desired, three scor- 
ing columns should be provided, viz., poor, 
good, excellent. 

It is our purpose to put popularly cer- 
tain questions to stimulate the ambition 
to improve the School. We do not offer 
these questions as a scientifie measure- 
ment. Where trained investigators are 
available, such standardizing should be 
undertaken. 

We highly recommend the International 
Church School standard rating blanks for 
all Schools which are able to handle a 
thousand-point score card. The ‘‘Re- 
formed Church Messenger,’’ your own, or 
the State Sabbath School Association or 
Couneil office, or the office of the Inter- 
national Council of Religious Education, 
5 South Wabash Avenue, Chicago, will 
supply information. We are also quite 
aware of the briefer International forms, 
but many smaller Schools first need to 
take the simple steps provided in the fol- 
lowing questions, answers to which, for 
the most part, are easy to find. 

What is the general tone of the School? 
And what can the responsible leaders do 
about it? Is the School sickly and un- 
concerned about it? Is it vigorous, but 
dissipating time and strength on  non- 
essentials? Do the chief executives, pas- 
tor, ‘superintendent, and others, know 
where the School is heading from week 
to week? As the engineers in command, 
where do they propose to take the School 
for the year 1929? In other words, has 
anybody or any group set definite goals 
for the School, and are these clearly be- 
fore all workers who are responsible for 
their realization? Is the School adequately 
housed and educationally equipped? 

Does the School session run smoothly 
from start to finish, or does it flivver 
along on two lungs with a wheeze and a 
knock? Have the officers moved in a 
groove so long that the groove is a rut, 
or a grave? Is monotony the monarch of 
every session? Are there enough officers 
so that everything that needs to be done 
can be done expeditiously and efficiently? 
Are the officers as good as they ought to 
be for the several duties expected of 
them? If not, which ones should be 
changed? Are there too many officers, 
actually stepping on each other’s toes, and 
frittering away precious time on a lot of 
little things that could be grouped and 
combined under fewer persons? Are some 
officers plain misfits, and what should be 
done about it? Can they be made to fit, 
or should others take their places? Is 
the running of the School autocratic or 
democratic? Do a few assume too much 
power? Has anyone actually tried to dis- 
cover new helpers? We know of a small 
School that is over-organized, simply be- 
cause there are in it many capable people 
whom somebody thought it necessary to 
put to work. Never create a job merely 
to honor some one person. 


Is the School suffering for lack of or- 
ganization? This is as foolish as being 
over-organized. Is the School failing to 
funetion along certain well-known lines 
merely because no one has thought out 
ways and means and hunted out men and 
women? What about finances? Are ai! 
bills paid? Is the School budgeted? Does 
the Church, as a whole, get back of the 
School financially? Is stewardship em- 
phasized? 


As was hinted at already, are the gen- 
eral organizational and administrative 


methods obsolete, moss-covered? If so, 
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THE MARCH BOOK 


As the March book the Editorial 
Committee of the Religious Book 
Club has selected a penetrating 
study of the bearing of the teaching 
of Jesus upon modern industrial life, 
announced to come from the press 
next week— 


Our Economic Morality 


and the Ethic of Jesus 


By HARRY F. WARD 
329 pages, AND MAY BE SECURED 
for $2.50 Postpaid 


FROM 
PUBLICATION & SUNDAY SCHOOL 
BOARD OF THE REFORMED 
CHURCH IN THE U. 8. 
Schaff Building, 15th and Race Streets 
Philadelphia, Pa, 


WANTED—12 or 15 copies of the old 
edition Reformed Church Hymnals 
with notes. Anyone desiring to dispose 
of such copies will please communicate 
with: Rev. T, M. Kressley, Coopersburg, 
Penna. 


why not courageously throw them out? 
Tact will be needed. Sometimes patience 
ceases to be a virtue. To strike off tra- 
ditional shackles may put new hope into 
the workers. It may be that a few old 
methods will have to go into the discard 
if there is to be a new School for the new 
year. What about it? Remember the slo- 


gan, ‘‘A New School for the New Year.’* . 


Are the main age groups in the School 
adequately supervised? Do the children’s 
workers need expert counsel? Would a 
friendly, frank word from one who knows 
give new zest, or needed direction? What 
about those junior and senior high school 
and young people’s classes? Has the 
School provided a supervisor for them who 
will tactfully prevent overlapping and 
over-emphasis, and be a general unifier 
and encourager? 

Does the School keep records that mean 
anything to pupils and teachers, and real 
conservation? Have the pupils just floated 
into any classes which seemed nearest the 
door, or does the School have a elassi- 
fication director who properly enters every 
new pupil? Many scores of pupils have 
been lost to the Church Schools of the 
country because nobody put them in their 
right places. 

Are the classes also properly located for 
best work, or did they help themselves to 
spots which to them seemed most desir- 
able? Are the spots, or rooms, in good 
condition—light, heat, ete.—for physical 
comfort and real learning? 

Does every class have the best possible 
leader, i. e., the one best suited to that 
particular group? If not, would a shift 
in teachers be better? Do the teachers, in 
the main, mean business? Are they con- 
scientiously preparing for their class peri- 
ods, or are they courteously complying 
with the request of the superintendent to 
meet with the class, and merely hold them 
together? Do they teach, or do they sim- 
ply talk, being time-killers and time-fill- 
ers until the bell rings? 

Are all classes provided with the very 
best teaching materials suited to the ages 
and intelligence of the group? Are the 
teachers using some of the newer, better 
teaching methods? Or do they continue 
to socratize their pupils to the point of 
boredom, or absenteeism? Do the teachers 
encourage pupil-participation, and how far 
do they sueceed? Are the teaching periods 
helping pupils to meet real life situations 
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and solve problems with every-day con- 
duct values? Do the teachers, any of 
them, ever go out between Sundays into 


the highways and byways to live with 
their pupils to discover their problems 
and share their responsibilities? Do the 


teachers guard their own conduct and hold 
their own reputations between Sundays in 
high honor for the sake of influencing 
aright their pupils? 

Are the School’s officers and teachers 
yearning for the personal salvation of all 
pupils, young and old? Is the School anx- 
ious to reach all the reachable member- 
prospects within a reasonable radius of its 
building? Are systematic house-to-house 
canvasses made from time to time to make 
sure of new recruits and new needs to be 
met? Is some person or group responsible 
for planning missionary education and 
missionary giving? Is the great commis- 
sion great in your School? 

Is the School, as a School or by depart- 
ments, week by week experiencing con- 
scious fellowship with God through well- 
prepared and well-presented programs of 
worship? Who looks after the worship 
periods? 

What about recreation as a real char- 
acter-builder in the School? Is the lead- 
ership of sociability and fun times wise 
and co-operative, planning sanely bal- 
anced programs and schedules calculated to 
integrate the religious education process 
in the School? Or has recreation run off 
on a tangent snapping its finger at the 
religious education policy of the Chureh 
as a whole? Or is it possible that no one 
lifts a little finger to provide good times 
for young and old? 

Does the School live to itself, turning a 
blind eye, a deaf ear, and a palsied or 
empty hand to the needs of the commun- 
ity? Who eares that nobody cares? 

What about the training of leaders? Do 
officers and teachers have a good leader- 
ship library of books and magazines, and 
a regular weekly or monthly conference? 
Is there a training class of prospective 
teachers at the regular Church School 
hour, and another for officers and teach- 
ers between Sundays? Does the School se- 
leet and generously send its workers to 
community training schools, or institutes, 
and conventions? How many of the 
School’s working foree have leadership 
diplomas or even certificates for units in 
the International Standard courses? 

Surely the conscientious use of these 
pertinent questions will be an eye-opener 
to the necessity of having the best pos- 
sible School. These questions are not of- 
fered in such full measure to discourage, 
put to furnish a stimulating check-up on 
things as they are in the hope that for 
the new year substantial progress can be 
made. 

(Send all questions or problems direct 
to Dr. Raffety, 432 Center St., Redlands, 
Cal.) 


REOPENING AND DEDICATION 
ST. LUKE’S CHURCH, TRAPPE, PA. 


The reopening of the renovated and 
beautified St. Luke’s Chureh edifice took 
place on Jan. 27. The Church was crowded 
and it was an occasion long to be remem- 
bered. This service, which also marked 
the 186th anniversary of the founding of 
the congregation in 1742, was in charge 
of the pastor, Rev. Arthur C. Ohl. The 
new antique stained glass windows are 
memorials to the following: Abraham T. 
Reed, presented by the children; Mr. and 
Mrs. Abel Thomas, by H. R. Thomas; 
Henry A. Mathieu, by Mrs. Henry A. 
Mathieu; Mr. and Mrs. Horace Ashen- 
felter, by the children; Dr. and Mrs. J. 
Warren Royer, by Mrs. Jessie Royer 
Greaves; Isaac Wanner, by R. Newton 
Wanner; Mr. and Mrs. Emanuel Long- 
acre, by the children; Mr. and Mrs. Peter 
W. Reifsneider, by Dr. and Mrs. H. W. 
Banks; Revs. J. H. A. Bomberger, D. D., 
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and Henry T. Spangler, D. D., by Marion 
G. Spangler; James D. Favinger, by Mr. 


and Mrs. D. W. Fav inger, The e¢ost of 
the new Chureh School building and the 
improvements was $19,500, of which 


amount $13,000 was subseribed; $5,300 has 
been received in 

The morning sermon 
Rey. Dr. Henry T. 


cash. 


was preached by 
Spangler, a former pas 
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S. S. superintendent, gave the address of 
welcome, and the pastor eonducted the 
dedicatory exercises. A message was read 
from Rev. Dr. S. L. Messinger, a former 
pastor, and Schools were represented by 
pastors and ‘superintendents as follows: 
Rev. Dr. W. O. Fegely and E. G. Brown- 
back, of Augustus Lutheran; Rev. John 


Lentz and Ralph Graber, Trinity Church, 


St. Luke’s Church, Trappe, Pa. 
Rev. A, C. Ohl, Pastor 


tor, who revealed much historical infor- 
mation. It was in this Church that Dr. 
Spangler preached his first sermon 54 
years ago. The two oldest members are 
Mrs. Joanna Reiff, of Collegeville, and 
Mrs. Ann Shupe, of Creamery. Both were 
members for 68 years. The first Church 
was built in 1747, the second in 1825, and 
the present structure was erected in 1874. 
The Sabbath School Society was organ- 
ized in 1840. Rev. H. D. Pease and A. B. 
Stoner, of Drexel Hill, assisted in this 
service. The choir rendered appropriate 
anthems and Mrs. Alvin Butler sang a 
solo. The audience crowded the large 


auditorium at the dedication service at 2 


P. M., and heard an able address by Dr. 
J. M. S. Isenberg. Mr. I. C. Landes, the 


Collegeville; C. O. Grander, of the 
Schwenksville Reformed Chureh; Paul 
Schmoyer, of Union Chapel, Rahns; Rev. 
R. C. Williams, of Lower Providence 
Presbyterian Church; Rev. H. Howells, of 
the M. E. Church, and Rey. 8. M. Hench, 
of Trappe, and Dr. Henry T. Spangler, of 
Collegeville. A group of girls from the 
Jessie Royer Greaves School for the Blind 
sang two selectiions, and Mrs. B. F. Har- 
ley, of Phoenixville, sang a solo. St. 
Luke’s orchestra assisted in the music. 
The Washington Memorial Chapel gave a 
sacred musical on Jan. 31. The program 
of the week ended Feb. 38, when Holy 
Communion was celebrated. Music was 
rendered by the Reformed choir of 
Schwenksville. 


Introducing to Our Readers the Foremost 
Religious Thinker On the Continent 


The Word of God and The Word of Man 


By KARL BARTH 


Professor of Theology at Munster University 


Professor Barth, with his little coterie, has done more to revolutionize 
religious thinking in Europe than any individual since the Reformation. 
The following addresses in this book give the essence of Barth’s thought 
and have therefore been chosen to introduce him to English readers. 


The Righteousness of God 

The Strange New World Within the Bible 
Biblical Questions, Insights, and Vistas 

The Need and Promise of Christian Preaching 
The Problem of Ethics Today 

The Word of God and the Task of the Ministry 
The Doctrinal Task of the Reformed Churches 
The Christian’s Place in Society 


Barth is fundamental but not a fundamentalist. He drives you back to God. 
Professor Lange, distinguished historian, considers him “the greatest theo- 


logian since Schleiermacher.” 
Protestantism in Germany. 


Count Keyserling says that Barth “saved” 


Price $2.25 


Publication and Sunday School Board of Reformed Church 
1505 Race Street, Philadelphia, Pa, 
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EXPLANATION OF THE PLAN OF 
UNION 
(Continued from page 2) 
the the 


congregation. 


for best interests of minister 
and the 

When a vacancy a congrega- 
tion or charge through death or resigna- 
tion, the secretary of the judicatory is to 
notify the Stationing Committee. The 
congregation has the right to nominate a 
first, second, and third choice for its min- 
ister and to send the nominations to the 
Stationing Committee. The Committee is 


act 


occurs in 


to approach the men nominated in the 
order of nomination and, if possible, pro- 
cure one of the three men named. In case 
none can be obtained, the Stationing 


Committee, in consultation with the offi- 
cers of the congregation or charge, will 
procure the most suitable man available. 
In all cases the minister and the congrega- 
tion or charge have the right of appeal 
from the acts of the Stationing Committee 
to the Synod or Conference. 


In accepting the provision for a Station- 
ing Committee, the members of the Re- 
formed Commission had in mind the grow- 
ing dissatisfaction on the part of minis- 
ters and congregations with the present 
method of filling vacant pulpits, or of 
transferring ministers, who for various 
reasons desire a change of pastorate, or of 
providing students, who from year to year 
graduate from the seminaries, with congre- 
gations or charges. Proposals have been 
made from various sources during the last 
years for changing the constitution of the 
Reformed Church in order to obtain a 
more satisfactory method of placing min- 
isters and to avoid serious troubles and 
distressing experiences such as are con- 
stantly occurring in the transfer of minis- 
ters and the filling of vacancies. The 
members of the three Commissions are con- 
vineed that, through a Stationing Commit- 
tee such as the Plan provides, many diffi- 
culties will be overcome and the rights 
and peace both of the congregation and of 
the ministers will be conserved. At pres- 
ent, in the three Churches, the ultimate 
authority for placing a minister is in the 
Classis, the Annual Conference, or the Dis- 
trict Conference. While in the Reformed 
Church the consistory has the right to 
nominate and the congregation the right 
to elect a minister, the Classis must ordain 
and install the minister chosen. The rela- 
tion between the minister and congrega- 
tion has always been established by act of 
Classis and according to the Plan Classis 
would continue to perform this act through 
a duly authorized committee. 


After a Stationing Committee is ap- 
pointed it exercises the right which is 
vested in the Classis and is always an- 
swerable to Classis or Conference. The 
prerogative of choosing their own minis- 
ters, which is now held by Reformed econ- 
gregations, is still maintained to a large 
extent through the right of nominating 
three men in case of a vacancy, who must 
be recognized by the Stationing Commit- 
tee in making its appointments. It seems 
elear, then, that there is no change in 
principle when ministers are placed by the 
Stationing Committee; the change is in 
practice, i. e., in the way by which the 
authority, that now inheres in a Classis, 
is exercised through a Stationing Com- 
mittee. 

The Name 

The name of the new body is to be The 
United Church in America. For the pres- 
ent, doubtless for many years to come, the 
local congregation will keep its original 
name, to be written under the name of 
The United Church. For example, Trinity 
Reformed Congregation would appear on a 
letter head, an official document, or on a 
bulletin board, in form as follows: 


THE UNITED CHURCH IN AMERICA 
Trinity Reformed Congregation 


The full name of a Classis, Annual Con- 


District Conference would be 


follows: 


ference, or 

written as 

THE UNITED CHURCH IN AMERICA 
Lancaster Classis 


or 
THE UNITED CHURCH IN AMERICA 


Pennsylvania Annual Conference 


Men and women are closely attached to 
names,—the names of persons, cities, 
Churches, schools; and rightly so, for the 
name represents the thing. When the 
name is taken away, one feels that the 
thing, for which the name stands, goes 
with it. This is in a measure true when 
three Churches unite and form a new body. 
Not one of the three Churches entering 
the union, will keep its original name; not 
one of the Commissioners of the three 
Churches requested that the name of his 
Church should be retained. It was felt by 
all the members of the Commission that 
in the formation of a new body a new 
name is required and the name, of all those 
that were suggested, that commended it- 
self to all the members of the Commission, 
is The United Church in America. The 
body is new and the name is new, yet the 
Commissioners are convinced that nothing 
that is essential in the heritage of each of 
the three Churches will be lost. On the 
contrary, it is their conviction that the 
best elements in the three Churches will 
be far more effectually preserved and com- 
municated to the other Churches and to 
Christianity at large in a United Church 
than in Churches separated. Furthermore, 
the union is all the more desirable because 
each Church has its distinctive character- 
istics, and yet these are not of such a na- 
ture as to require separate organizations 
for their maintenance and their propaga- 
tion. 

The new name, as well as the Plan of 
Union as a whole, lends itself to the 
affiliation of other Churches of similar size 
and spirit. It is the hope of the three 
Commissions that the proposed union of 
the three Churches is only the first step 
toward a larger union of Churches in 
American Protestantism. The union of 
these Churches is not to end, but to begin, 
the uniting of Churches in this country. 
Even at this stage serious inquiries have 
come to the Commission from other bodies 
about the possibility of joining in the 
present movement. 

Worship 

In the local congregations of the three 
Churches, so far as their custom and usages 
are concerned, there will be no change. The 
forms of worship will continue as they now 
are. The Churches that are accustomed to 
liturgical services, have no reason to dis- 
continue them. The Churches that prefer 
a free service, have a perfect right to con- 
tinue it. In worship, according to the 
Evangelical Protestant ideal, the congre- 
gation has freedom as long as it worships 
in spirit and in truth. 

. Admission to the Church 

Children and adults are admitted to 
membership in the United Church in the 
same way as the three Churches admitted 
members before the union. The two 
things, at present required for admission 
to Church membership by the three 
bodies, are baptism and confession of 
faith. In course of time one may expect 
a common form of receiving persons into 
full membership of a congregation. 


' The three Churches at present emphasize 
the importance of evangelism and Chris- 
tian education. The Reformed Church, for 
example, has become more evangelical the 
last thirty years; the Church of the 
United Brethren in Christ is laying more 
and more stress upon Christian education; 
the same may be said of the Evangelical 
Synod of North America, Each of the 
Churches is seeking the most effective 
methods of evangelism and the soundest 
principles and practices of religious educa- 


tion and has its committees and secretaries 
for these two forms of work. 


The Merging of Congregations 


It has been asked whether congregations 
of the three Churches in the same town or 
city would be merged immediately through 
the union. No one has such a thought in 
mind. To attempt it would be wholly im- 
practicable as well as unwise. But if for 
various reasons two congregations desire 
to unite and find it both beneficial and 
practicable, such union would doubtless be 
welcomed by the General Council and the 
subordinate judicatories and by the people 
themselves. In a generation or so, when 
young people have grown up in the United 
Church who have not been taught the 
things that kept the fathers and mothers 
apart, there will doubtless be a merging 
of congregations far beyond present ex- 
pectations. 

This is here followed by an article with 
sections on: 1, Doctrine; 2, Advantages of 
the Union; 38. Trend Toward Union; 4. 
Legality of the Union. 


Doctrine 


Observe that the Plan of Union regards 
the doctrinal standards of the three 
Churches as in substantial agreement. 
Furthermore, it is assumed that each 
Church agrees with the others ‘‘on the es- 
sential doctrines of the Christian faith and 
on the ideals of the Christian life as con- 
tained in the Old and New Testaments.’? 
These statements, I am convinced, can be 
proved by a comparative and impartial 
study of the doctrinal standards of the 
three Churches. 


In preparing statements of doctrine, the 
three Churches drew from the same 
sources. Otterbein was a Reformed minis- 
ter and was’ held in high honor by the Re- 
formed Coetus until the day of his death; 
he never renounced the Heidelberg Cate- 
chism. The Confession of Faith of the 
United Brethren Church doubtless contains 
the doctrines preached and taught by their 
founder, who was no other than William 
Otterbein. The Evangelical Synod from 
its beginning in Europe, and its founding 
in the United States, accepted the Heidel- 
berg Catechism as one of its doctrinal 
standards and books of instruction. Now 
that these three Churches are negotiating 
for union, there surely cannot be sufficient 
doctrinal differences to prevent union; on 
the contrary their close agreement in doe- 
trine is a strong argument for union. 

The standards of doctrine are as follows: 
For the Reformed Church the Heidelberg 
Catechism, which, on account of its em- 
phasis on personal, experimental, and ethi- 
eal Christianity, its fidelity to the Bible 
and the central place it gives to Jesus 
Christ as Savior and Lord, contains little, 
if anything, that each of the other two 
Churches cannot heartily accept. ; 

The Book of Discipline of the United 
Brethren Church, Chapter II, contains the 
Confession of Faith in thirteen articles, 
headed as follows: 1. Of God and the Holy 
Trinity; 2. Of Creation and Providence; 
3. Of Jesus Christ; 4. Of the Holy Ghost; 
5. Of the Holy Seriptures; 6. Of the 
Church; 7. Of the Sacraments; 8. Of De- 
pravity; 9. Of Justification; 10. Of Re- 
generation and Adoption; 11. of Santici- 
fication; 12. Of the Christian Sabbath; 18. 
Of the Future State. 

There is nothing in these articles that 
seriously differs from the teachings of the 
Heidelberg Catechism. 

The Constitution of the Evangelical 
Synod of North America contains the fol- 
lowing very brief and concise article: 

‘‘The Evangelical Synod of North 
America, as a part of the Evangelical 
Church, defines the term ‘Evangelical 
Church’ as denoting that branch of the 
Christian Church which acknowledges the 
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Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testa 
ments as the Word of God, the sole and in- 
fallible guide of faith and life, and ae- 
cepts the interpretation of the Holy Serip- 
tures as given in the symbolie books of the 
Lutheran and the Reformed Chureh, the 
most important being: The Augsburg Con- 
fession, Luther’s and the Heidelberg Cate- 
chisms, in so far as they agree; but where 
they disagree the Evangelical Synod of 
North America adheres strictly to the pass- 
ages of Holy Scriptures bearing on the 
subject, and avails itself of the liberty of 
conscience prevailing in the Evangelical 
Church.’? 

Clearly there is nothing in this state- 
ment that contradicts the Heidelberg Cate- 
chism or the Thirteen Articles of the 
United Brethren Church. 

In the Plan of Union there is a summary 
of doctrine in seven paragraphs which, it is 
assumed, contains the essential objeets of 
faith of the three Churches. The first five 
paragraphs contain the substance of the 
creeds commonly accepted by all Christian 
Churches—the Trinity of the Godhead; the 
Incarnation of the Son of God, His birth, 
His atoning death, His resurrection, His 
headship of the Church. His coming; the 
presence of the Holy Spirit dwelling in 
God’s children, ‘‘revealing truth and in- 
spiring holiness, renewing and sanctifying 
their hearts.’’ 

In the sixth paragraph the cardinal doe- 
trines of Evangelical Protestantism, in dis- 
tinction from Roman Catholicism and all 
sorts of rationalism, are set forth: 1. The 
Scriptures as the rule of faith; 2. the Gos- 
pel of God’s saving love and grace, inelud- 
ing forgiveness of sin, reconciliation with 
God, the resurrection from the dead, life 
eternal, and the coming kingdom of God; 
3. the appropriation of these gifts of God 
through faith—in other words, justification 
by grace alone. a 

The seventh paragraph gives due recog- 
nition to the social implications of the 
Gospel—a note which is new, but which is 
«oming to be accepted by all the Churches, 
especially those of the Federal Couneil. 
The substance of this paragraph is in the 
following sentence: ‘‘The triumph of the 
Kingdom of God in its present aspect 
would mean not only its establishment in 
the hearts of men individually, but in a 
world in which righteousness and brother- 
hood would prevail.’’ 


There are some in the three Churches 
‘who may desire a more detailed statement 
of doctrine; others who may prefer a 
shorter formula; each Church, however, in 
addition to the seven paragraphs in the 
Plan, continues to hold its present doetri- 
nal standard. 

Let us be mindful, also, that in a Plan 
of Union varying doctrinal opinions and 
theological views cannot be set forth. As 
in the separated Churches at present, free- 
dom is allowed for differences of interpre- 
tation and diversities of opinion, so in the 
United Church the same freedom is to pre- 
vail. Absolute uniformity of thinking on 
things religious no one can reasonably 
hope for; nor is it desirable or necessary. 
‘‘In essentials unity; in doubtful things 
freedom; in all things love.’’ 


Advantages of the Union 


The question is naturally asked: What 
will be the advantage of this union? These 
ean be defined only in part; for the bene- 
fits will not be reaped in a year or in ten 
years, but in ever larger measure in gen- 
erations to come. 

If one may be guided by the experience 
of other Churches that thave united, the 
union that is now proposed will mean a 
spiritual uplift for the ministers and mem- 
bers of these Churches; the inspiration of 
new hope and confidence in young and old 
that the work of Christ, which each Church 
is now doing in its own way, will be more 
effectually done when the three Churches 
are united and will co-operate at home 


and abroad. In all phases of life and ae- 
tion men have discovered that in unity 
there is strength. Co-operation is far more 
effective than competition. 

I cull the following faets from a repoit 
of ‘The United Church of Canada,’’ June, 
1925: 410 congregations have been consoli- 
dated into 205 strong and self-supporting 
charges. The overhead expenses for econ- 
ducting these Churches has been halved. 
The ministers now feel that they have a 
man’s job. In most cases Churches that 
were dependent upon aid from the Home 
Mission Board are now able to support 
themselves. In one town the Home Board 
supported two ministers, appropriating an 
nually from $700 to $1,200. Now the two 
Churches have one minister and are self- 
supporting. In a single Piesbytery $12,- 


500 a year was saved for the Home Mis- 
sion Board by consolidating congregations 


in each instance at the request of the con- 
gregations themselves, .Before the union 
there were 278 charges receiving aid; each 
of these charges, since the union, has be- 
come self-supporting. For this reason the 
Board of Home Missions has been able to 
extend its work into unoceupied territory 
in Canada and to open 149 new Churches 
with 600 preaching places, where hitherto a 
religious service was never held. 

Do we not have reason to expect that 
The United Church in America would reap 
similar benefits though they may not at 
once be as large as those reported by The 
United Chureh of Canada? 

One need only listen to the utterances 
of conferences of college and university 
students, men and women, on denomina- 
tionalism and sectarianism in America, 
and he will be convineed that the coming 
generations will not have the same inter- 
est in and loyalty to the Chureh of their 
fathers as we, who belong to the passing 
generation, still have. The ery for union 
of Churches from the youth of the land is 
one of the significant signs of our time, 
and if we fail to heed it we may be going 
contrary to God’s leading in history. Our 
boys and girls in college are not any less 
religious than we were at that stage, but 
they are less denominational and they will 
in time refuse to give their support to 
maintain divisions, the reasons for which 
are no longer understood and the existence 
of which is both a hindrance to larger 
and more effective Christian work and an 
ever-growing burden upon members of the 
Churches themselves. In view of this con- 
dition, which is too palpably evident to 
need further proof, ministers and members 
of the Churches today ought seriously to 
consider the giving up of personal prefer- 
ences, local pride, and even denominational 
names and customs—all of which have had 
their value in the past—and the venturing 
in faith with fellow Christians upon a 
union which seems to be in harmony with 
the spirit of Christ and with the voice of 
the nobler spirits of the time. 

The other day a professor in a theologi- 
cal seminary of a Church about the size of 
the Reformed Church, said to me: We are 
having trouble to keep our students for the 
ministry in our Chureh. They are asking 
whether a Church the size of ours has a 
future and whether they ought to enter 
the ministry of a Chureh that thas no 
brighter outlook than theirs? Can our 
Church, they ask, maintain itself the next 
fifty years as things are now going in 
America—yea, throughout the whole 
world? 


You may think what you please about 
the student for the ministry asking ques- 
tions like these; you may condemn him 
and ignore him; but he will keep on asking 
the questions and the Churches must some 
day answer them. I am quite sure that no 
movement has been hailed with such de- 
light by the students in the theological 
seminaries of the three Churches as the 
proposal of a United Chureh in America. 
The students begin to look forward not 


merely to a field, but to a world- 
wide program of activity in lands abroad 
and in city and country at home, to be 
carried on with unity of spirit, co-opera- 
tive action, and 
men and means, 


larger 


consecrated resources of 


One may look forward in the near future 
to some directly practical results coming 


from the union. 
Theological seminaries of the three 
Churches west of the Alleghanies will 


The one theo- 
logical school east of the Alleghanies will 
be strengthened by a larger attendance of 
students. There are two theological semi- 
naries at Dayton, Ohio; one of the Re- 
formed Church and the other of the United 
Brethren Church. There is no valid rea- 
son why they should continue separated. 
The officials of these schools are heartily 
in sympathy with the union proposal. One 
need not be a prophet to foresee the day 
When these institutions will be on the 
same campus and in the same halls. It will 
mean a saving of hundred of thousands of 
dollars the moment the merging of the 
seminaries is accomplished. The union of 
other seminaries is altogether within the 
range of probability. 


have much reason to unite. 


Much advantage will be gained by hay- 
ing the home mission work of the three 
Churches conducted by one board instead 
of three. Where the three Churches are 
now ‘supporting small mission congrega- 
tions in towns and cities, east and west, 
such congregations can readily be united 
into one strong congregation with one 
minister in place of three; with one 
Church building in place of three. Further- 
more, new fields will be oceupied by The 
United Church and congregations will be 
established; separate Reformed, United 
Brethren, or Evangelical Synod congrega- 
tions will not be organized in the future. 
At present there are towns of 1,200 inhabi- 
tants, where two or perhaps three congre- 
gations. representing the Churches con- 
templating union, are struggling for ex- 
istence and are maintained by aid from 
the Home Boards. There is no reason 
why congregations of this sort, in towns 
and cities, will not join forees, cease com- 
petition, and heartily co-operate. 

Enough has been said to indicate the 
possible spiritual and material advantages 
of the proposed union; much more might 
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d if one were to apply the c¢o-opera- tically their only differences now are in de- 
idea to every phase of the work of tails of organization, and surely these can- 
three Churches. But let me repeat not justify their remaining apart, for in 5% ad | 
[ said in the beginning of this see- union there would be added strength. ... O erlia 

on, the present geueration will not reap at once looking for early organie union, 

full benefits of the proposed union; We, therefore, urge that overtures be made 

these will increase from gene:ation to gen without reservation or condition.’’ 


eration. 


The Trend Toward Church Union 
The proposal to unite the three Churches 
named in the Plan of Union seems to be in 
harmony with similar attempts among 
other Churches at this time. Men have 


ceased to talk Church union; they are be- 
ginning to practice it. In Canada the 
Presbytezian, the Methodist, and the Con- 
gregational Church shave entered into or- 
ganic union under the name of ‘‘The 
United Church of Canada.’’ In the United 
States theGeneral Council, the General Syn- 
od and.the Synod of the South—each form- 
erly an independent Lutheran body—have 
become The United Lutheran Church of 
America. The Evangelical Church and the 
United Evangelical Church, separated for 
forty years, have reunited. The Congre- 
gational Church and The Christian Church 
have recently joined in organic union. 
Commissioners of the Presbyterian Church 
in the United States of America and the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, Noith, have 
met this year, 1929, at Pittsburgh and 
have begun to negotiate for union of these 
two bodies, once considered to be widely 
separated in doctrine, government, wor- 
ship and piety. These negotiations are the 
outcome of a memorial signed by seventy- 
eight leading Methodist ministers and lay- 
men, and presented to the Methodist Epis- 
copal Conference, 1928. It was unanimous- 
ly adopted, ‘‘while shouts and cheers filled 
the auditorium.’’?’ This memorable docu- 
ment contains statements as follows: 


“The Presbyterian Church in the United 


In view of unions that have been con- 
summated and unions that are being seri- 
ously attempted by Churehes in many re- 
spects much farther apart than the Re- 
formed Church in the United States, the 
United Brethren Church in Christ, and the 
Evangelical Synod of North America; sure- 
ly no one will dare,say that the Commis- 
sioners of these Churches act rashly, un- 
dertake the impossible or the unreason- 
able, when, they submit this Plan of Union 
to the ministers and congregations for 
consideration and adoption. 

The Legality of the Union 


Is the proposed union in harmony with 
the laws of the respective States in which 
the Churches are located? The Plan was 
referred to a committee of three lawyers, 
one from each of the Churches. They have 
submitted a remarkably clear and convine- 
ing opinion on the legal aspects of the 
several parts of the Plan. Their conelu- 
sions are based upon decisions of courts on 
issues growing out of union of Churches 
during the last fifty years. In view of this 
statement of experts in law, the members 
of the Commission feel assured that the 
Churches may adopt the Plan of Union 
with comparative certainty that the rights 
of property of congregations, judicatories, 
schools, benevolent institutions and boards 
will be protected. In ease of voluntary 
consolidation of any of these bodies or in- 
terests their property will not be forfeited, 
nor ean it be in any way alienated from its 
original purpose. For consolidation both 
time and legal guidance are necessary, but 
there seem to be few, if any, difficulties 


States in America and the Methodist Epis- that cannot be met and overcome agree- 
copal Church should be united. ... Prae- ably to the civil law. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON 


Prof. Theo. F. Herman, D.D., Lancaster, Pa. 
Palm Sunday, March 24, 1929. 
Stewardship and Missions 
Acts 1:6-8; 2 Corinthians 8:1-9. 

Golden Text: It is required in stewards, 
that a man be found faithful, 1 Corinth- 
lans 4:2. 

Lesson Outline: 
ardship. 

We are nearing the end of our present 


1. Missions. 2. Stew- 


series of lessons. Its main object has 
been a study of some great Christian 
teachings. And if we have made a proper 


use of this opportunity we ought, now, 
to have a more definite idea of the cen- 
tral doctrines of the Church. That is 
much to be desired, and very much needed, 
in these days, when men tell us that we 
want less creed and more deed; which is 
a misleading and dangerous half-truth. 
Creed and deed are inseparable. No man 
will venture greatly for God and His King- 
dom unless he believes greatly and deeply. 
Recall and review the topics that we have 
studied so far this quarter, and you will 
readily see that, unless a man has per- 
sonal convictions about each and all of 
them, he will care little for the cause of 
Christ. 

But if ‘‘deed’’ is rooted and grounded 
in ‘‘ereed,’’ it is equally true that our 
faith must express itself in works. After 
all, the Christian religion is primarily a 
life, and not doctrines. So it came to us 
—inearnate in the life of Christ. And 


thus only can we promote and propagate 
it. 

In the closing lessons of this doctrinal 
series, therefore, we have topics that set 
before us the end and aim of all Chris- 
tian teaching. Stewardship, missions, and, 
finally, the future life! The consecration 
of self, substance, and service to God and 
to His kingdom. That is the translation 
of the doctrines and teachings that we 
believe into a life that we practice. That 
is, truly, a living and working faith. And 
that is, also, the attainment, by the grace 
of God, of a life that is deathless. It is 
doing the will of God. And they who do 
His will shall abide forever. 

Two passages are to guide us in our con- 
sideration of stewardship and missions. In 
the first Christ charges His disciples to 
be His witnesses even unto the uttermost 
part of the earth (Acts 1:6-8). In the 
second Paul, writing to the Corinthians, 
points to the liberality of the poor 
Churches of Macedonia, who ‘‘gave be- 
yond their power, of their own accord.’’ 
Yea, ‘‘first they gave their own selves to 
the Lord.’’ He cites the example of Jesus 
Himself, who, ‘‘though He was rich, yet 
for your sakes He became poor, that ye 
through His poverty might become rich.’’ 
By such reminders Paul seeks to inspire 
the rich Chureh at Corinth to a similar 
consecration of self and substance ‘‘in the 
ae to the saints’’ (2 Corinthians 

I. Missions. Our topic mentions stew- 
ardship first, and then missions. We re- 
verse that order and consider missions 


supreme 
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first, because there we must find the mo- 
tive and dynamic of stewardship. Time 
and talent, money and manhood are sacred 
and solemn things. And no man has the 
right to spend them wickedly or waste- 
fully. It is both wicked and wasteful to 
give self and substance and service to 
causes that are unworthy of such lavish 
and generous support. Yet that is pre- 
cisely what we ask for the cause of Christ. 
The Bible demands it, and the Chureh 
proclaims it. We ask young men, the best 
and the brightest among them, to enter 
the Christian ministry at home and abroad. 
We ask all men to give themselves, time, 
talent, and treasure, first and foremost to 
the promotion of God’s kingdom. Does 
the cause we represent really deserve such 
consecration? That question 
every man should face, frankly and sin- 
cerely, when he finds himself confronted 
and challenged by the claims of Christian 
stewardship. 


The question of the disciples in our 
lesson reveals their petty notion of the 
kingdom. They asked the Lord, ‘‘Dost 
Thou at this time restore the kingdom 
of Israel.’’ (Acts 1:6), Even in this part- 
ing hour, after years of association with 
Jesus, they were still blind to the real 
meaning of His redemptive ministry. And 
our understanding of His mission in this. 
world, at times, has been equally inade- 
quate. We, too, have dwarfed His gigan- 
tic enterprise by our lack of spiritual in- 
sight. We have trimmed down its univer- 
sal reach and its spiritual depths to the 
low level of our denominational ambitions 
and our theological contentions. And, in 
part at least, men’s lack of interest in the 
promotion of Christ’s cause may be due 
to our narrowness and blindness in pre- 
senting and proclaiming it. 


Jesus gave His blundering and blind 
disciples a marvelous answer. It reflected 
both His tender patience with their Jew- 
ish narrowness and the eternal purpose of 
God revealed in the life of the Master. 
He said, ‘‘Ye shall receive power, when 
the Holy Spirit is come upon you: and ye 
shall be my witnesses both in Jerusalem, 
and in all Judaea and Samaria, and unto 
the uttermost part of the earth’’ (Acts 
To bear witness to Jesus Christ, 
verbally and vitally, that is the mission 
of His disciples in all ages. To carry His 
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message and ministry of God’s redemptive 
love to the ends of the earth, until all 
mankind shall know and acknowledge its 
saving power, that is the cause for which 


we recruit men—self, service, and sub- 
stance, 

Elsewhere in our records stands the 
great commission the Lord gave to His 


disciples. ‘‘All authority has been given 
unto me in heaven and on earth. Go ye, 


therefore, and make disciples of all the 
nations. Lo, I am with you always, even 
unto the end of the world’? (Matthew 


28:18-20). 
lude, and, 
mission. 
The prelude is, ‘‘all authority has been 
given unto me, in heaven and on earth.’’ 


Note the prelude and the post- 
between them, the great com- 


Is that tremendous claim true? If so, it 
deeply concerns every man, and carries 
with it solemn obligations upon all who 


profess to believe it. It means that Christ 
is truly the Master of all life and the 
Lord of destiny. And it implies the cor- 
responding duty of enthroning Him in the 
heart of mankind and extending His bene- 
ficent reign to the ends of the ‘earth, 

The postlude is, ‘Lio, I am with you 
always, even unto the end of the world.’’ 
Unless we believe that, the enterprise of 
missions is utterly futile and foolhardy. 
Our hearts will fail us, as we realize the 
magnitude and difficulty of the mission- 
ary task, unless we have an abiding faith 
in this glorious promise. After all, mis- 
sions is not our work. It is God’s. Faith 
in its final success rests upon faith in 
God. Humanly speaking, there is a cer- 
tain foolhardiness about the missionary 
enterprise. It looks like a Utopian dream. 
That was true at the beginning when a 
handful of men went out into the Roman 


empire to bear witness to Christ, and, 
thus, to conquer the kingdoms of this 
world. All the odds were tremendously 


against them. And so it has been in every 
crisis since then. Always, humanly speak- 
ing, the missionary enterprise has seemed 
more like the dream of visionary fanatics 
than like a practicable program of pos- 
sible achievement. 

But never, perhaps, has that been truer 
than today. Everywhere, at home and 
abroad, we see difficulties, obstacles, and 
opposition. As we scan the earth, we may 
well ask, ‘‘Where do we find the prom- 
ise of the coming of God’s kingdom?’’ 
And then our only comfort is that it is, 
indeed, God’s kingdom, and not man’s. He 
is ever with them that labor and suffer 
for its consummation. But for that as- 
surance, the missionary enterprise would 
be a forlorn hope indeed. With our heay- 
enly King working in and through us, the 
kingdom eannot fail. 

Between such a prelude and postlude, 
then, stands the great commission. With 
such a divine dynamic of power and prom- 
ise we may face the human task with 
courage. It was a great task in Christ’s 
day. It seems even greater today. The 
world of the early disciples was a very 
small world. It ran only to the boundaries 
of the Roman empire. Beyond its fron- 
tiers lay vast continents and island em- 
pires that were unknown. Gradually the 
frontiers of the known world have been 
enlarged. And in our infinitely wider and 
vaster world we know a life of mankind 
of whose complexity and variety the ear- 
liest witnesses for Christ had no faintest 
vision. 

And as we survey this wide, vast world 
of ours, with all its sin and sorrow, with 
all its bitter need and baffling problems, 
we realize that Christ alone is the answer 
to all human questions, the solution of all 
our problems, and the satisfaction of all 
our needs. 


II. Stewardship. And now we may pass 
on to a consideration of stewardship. It 
is this cause that calls for the consecra- 
tion of self, substance, and service. Not 
‘to restore the kingdom of Israel;’’ not 
to build up a denomination; not to teach 
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sin and transformed into a kingdom of 
righteousness, peace, and joy. What other 
enterprise is there so high and holy? Com- 
pared with it all our military, commercial, 
educational, and eultural plans and ambi- 
tions shrink into insignificance. It alone 
is great enough to challenge the best that 
is in us, and to claim confidently the con- 
seeration of the best that we are and 
have. ; 


Paul points to the Macedonian Chris- 
tians as inspiring examples of sueh utter 
consecration. Drawn by the love of 
Christ, they ‘‘first gave their own selves 
to the Lord,’’ and, then, they gave of 
their substance ‘‘beyond their power’’ 
for they were poor folk. We, too, confess 
that we are not our own. We belong to 
God. That, at least, is the first truth 
the Heidelberg Catechism teaches us: I am 
not my own. I belong to God! And we 
profess to believe it. But it is not so 
easy to apply this truth to our substance 
and service. Apart from these, our self- 


sineerely f facing this question of the stew- 
ardship of life. There can be only two 
answers to that question. It presents a 
clean-cut alternative. Either I belong to 
God, with all I am and have, or I do not. 
The disciples of Jesus can be in no doubt 
as to the true and right answer. We are 
stewards, not the owners of self and sub- 
stance and service.. ‘‘It is required in 
stewards, that a man be found faithful.’’ 

The pastor misses a great opportunity 
who does not use every available means 
(and they are many) to lead his people, 
and especially his children and youth, into 
a deeper and truer apprehension of Chris- 
tian stewardship. It does not primarily 
mean that we want more money for mis- 
sions and more men for the ministry. All 
that will follow inevitably when we. fully 
grasp the meaning of the stewardship of 
life. Its greatest blessings are, not gifts, 
but givers; not ministers, but the minis- 
tering spirit as the dominant motive of 
the Christian life. Such faithful stew- 
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whether their service be plowing the field 


preaching the Gospel. 


THE CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR TOPIC 
By the Rev. Charles E, Schaeffer, D. D. 


March 24th—Making Jesus King. Matt. 
2121-17. 

This dear old Palm Sunday brings be- 
fore us the picturesque scene of how the 
followers of Jesus tried to make Him their 
King. It was on the occasion of the great 
annual feast of the Passover. Multitudes 
of people had gathered at Jerusalem. Their 
hearts were in expectancy of a great 
demonstration when Jesus, whom they had 
followed, should fulfill the promises to 
them of entering His Kingship. He did 
not follow the example of earthly kings, 
who always came in great pomp and power. 
He chose the forms of humility and lowli- 
ness by which to proclaim Himself as 
King. He rode into Jerusalem on the colt 
of an ass while the multitudes strewed 
palms in His way and sang Hosannas to 
His name, Today the Christian world 
celebrates the Kingship of Jesus. 

There are three offices which Jesus ful- 
filled in His life: prophet, priest and king. 
As a prophet He revealed and interpreted 
the will of God. As a priest He interceded 
with the Father for His people and gave 
Himself asi a sacrifice for them. And as 
a King He rules and governs His people to 
the end of time. It is interesting to note 
that the opposition developed against Him 
on account of His claim to being a King. 
They would have tolerated Him as a pro- 
phet, or even as a priest. but not as a 


King. That was treason—‘‘We have no 
King but Caesar.’’ It was the only title 
which He definitely accepted. Pilate 


asked Him: ‘‘Art Thou a King?’’ and 
Jesus replied: ‘‘Thou sayest it.’’ Over 
the Cross they had placed an inscription, 
‘“Jesus of Nazareth the King of the 
Jews.’’ It was this claim that finally 
brought Him to the Cross. ‘‘They would 
not have this man rule over them.’’ 

This is still the stumbling block for 
many people of this day. They are per- 
fectly willing to accept Jesus as their 
Savior; they want to be saved and they 
allow Jesus to save them, but they are re- 
luctant to have Jesus rule over their lives, 
to be their King. We hear so much about 
Jesus as Savior than we do of Him as 
Lord. On this Palm Sunday then, we do 
well to make Jesus our King and to em- 
phasize His lordship in the world. 

While Jesus permitted the multitudes to 
call Him King, He had no desire to be like 
an earthly King; His ‘‘Kingdom was not 
of this world.’’?’ The Kings of the earth 
set thtmselves, they overawe their sub- 
jects with outward pomp and power. They 
lord it over them. They resort to force 
and demand obedience and obeisance from 
their people. But Jesus is not that kind 
of a King. He does not sit upon any 
earthly throne: He rules not by outward 
force, but by inward love. His Kingdom 
is spiritual, not earthly. We need, how- 
ever, to make Jesus King not only in 
heaven, but also on earth. That is, or 
ought to be, the chief concern of Chris- 
tians everywhere. We pray ‘‘Thy King- 
dom come,’’ but do so little to establish 
that Kingdom upon eartn. 

There are many realms of life in which 
we should make Jesus King. 

1. In our hearts. ‘‘Let every heart pro- 
pare Him room.’’ In this inner citadel of 
our lives we should set up a throne and 
place Jesus thereon. What a world of 
difference it would make in our lives if 
every emotion, every thooght, every pur- 
pose, every act of our life were controlled 
by Jesus. The trouble is we have en- 
throned as the master. regnant force of our 
Jives someone else than Jesus, We are 
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moved and actuated by impulses which are 
cruel, selfish, narrow, false, and these mas- 
ters in our souls bring us into all sorts of 
troubles. The reason Jesus is not King 
over all the earth is because we have not 
allowed Him to be King in our own lives. 
We do not allow Him to use us and govern 
us as we should. We want to follow our 
own sinful desires and pleasures and there- 
fore deny Him the place of ruler in us and 
over us. We have a strong passion for 
freedom and we do not wish to be in sub- 
jection to any one. This brings about the 
conflicts in life and perverts the :eal mean- 
ing and mission of life. 

2. In our homes. We must make Jesus 
King in our family life. He is to be not 
merely ‘‘the unseen guest at every meal,’’ 
but the Ruler of our entire household. 
There are too many Christless homes. We 
try to run our homes without Christ and 
that is the reason so many families are a 
failure. When Christ is dethroned love 
departs and hate and selfishness reign. Our 
life has become so crowded, so complex 
that we have no time and no inclination 
to recognize the lordship of Christ in our 
family circles. Each goes his own way 
and Christ is ignored and forgotten. There 
are too many prayerless homes. The great 
issues that perplex our lives are not re- 
ferred to Christ as the arbiter of our prob- 
lems. If we were to make Jesus King in 
our homes there would be peace and plenty, 
sunshine and sweetness all around. 


3. In our daily life. Jesus must be en- 
throned in our work and in our play, in 
our shops and in our schools and in all 
the activities of life. In all these things 
we are dominated by anything but Christ. 
Money controls our industry, and worldli- 
ness our pleasures, and materialism our 
education. The Golden Rule in business is 
the rule of gold and we worship at the 
shrine of mammon instead of at the altar 
of God. This is the reason that we wage 
a deadly strife of greed and competition 
and wear ourselves out in seeking the 
things that do not satisfy. What a changed 


CaaeU Kk Cad 
world this would be if Jesus were King in 
all the affairs of life! All our social, in 
dustrial, economie problems would be 


solved, and the days foretold by prophets 
would speed along. But we have put greed 
and graft and selfishness and sin upon the 
throne and they are tyrants which oppress 
and supress our lives. 

4. In our country. We must make 
Jesus the King of our nation. Nominally 
we are a Christian country, but we are far 
from being Christian in fact. Paganism 
prevails and dominates our politics and 
our policies at home and abroad. If Jesus 
were King the national standards of moral- 
ity would be on a level with those which 
we have set for the individual. Nations 
would no longer go to war with one an- 
other and there would be no exploitation 
of life and of the rights of others. The 
laws of the land would be fully and freely 


folowed and all crime and vice would 
cease, 
How can we make Jesus King? Not in 


any arbitrary fashion, not in any mechani- 
cal or magical manner, but by seeking to 
put His sipirt into every life and all of 
life.’’ ‘‘Let this mind be in you which 
was in Christ Jesus.’’ Try to apply the 
prinieples of Jesus everywhere; recognize 
His will as sovereign and supreme, and 
make Him the end as well as the begin- 
ning of all your endeavors, your ambitions 
and your dreams, 


There are those who rejoice that kings 
are a thing of the past—but we can never 
outlive the need for a King like Jesus. We 
shall always have some one rule over us. 
If it is not Christ. it may be Caesar; if it 
is not God, it may be gold, It may be the 
Almighty Dollar instead of Almighty God. 
who is willing this day to join the Palm 
Sunday multitudes and crown Jesus King of 
our lives? . 


‘All hail, the power of Jesus’ Name! 
Let angels prostrate fall. 
Bring forth the royal diadem, 
And crown Him Lord of all.’’ 
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The House Feb, 26 rejected the action of 
its Pension Committee in reducing the 
pension of Mrs. Leonard Wood, widow. of 
the General, from the $5,000 a year voted 
by the Senate to $1,800, and accepted the 
measure as acted upon by the Senate. The 
House also passed and sent to the Senate 
a bill granting an annual pension of $5,000 
to Mrs. Edith Bolling Wilson, the widow of 
the war President. 


Senator Charles Curtis used a Kansas- 
owned German Bible, 365 years old, when 
he took the oath as Vice-President. It 
was the first time that a Bible had been 
employed for a Vice-President at the Sen- 
ate chamber ceremony. President Hoover 
used his own family Bible, possessed by 
the Hoovers for several generations, 


Dr. Theodore Hoover, dean of the Le- 
land Stanford University School of En- 
gineering the only brother of the Presi- 
dent, was suffering from a severe case of 
bronchitis and could not be present at the 
inauguration. Mrs. May Hoover Liggett, 
of Los Angeles, Mr. Hoover’s sister, and 
Alan Hoover, young son of the President, 
who is a student at Leland Stanford, at- 
tended. Delegations of Mr. Hoover’s 
Palo Alto, Stanford and West Branch 
(Iowa), neighbors came on special trains. 


It has been announced that Great Bri- 
tain’s total unemployed now stands at 
1,458,000. The relief schemes of the Gov- 


ernment proved a failure so far and the 
public is awaiting with anxiety to know 
what the government’s next move will be. 


Deformities 


of the Back 


Thousands of 


“Ye Remarkable Cases 


j £ meee x et 


§ 
& 


An old lady, 72 years of 
age, who suffered for many 
ears and was absolutely 
Eales, found relief. <A 
: . man who was helpless, un- 
+ % = able to rise from his chair, 
« if % & was riding horseback and 
i “were % playing tennis within a 
f “td ‘year. A little child, para- 
: 4 ss ‘ yzed, was playing about 
the house after wearing a Philo Burt Appliance 
three weeks. We have successfully treated over 
fifty-seven thousand cases in the past 25 years. 
30 DAYS’ TRIAL FREE 
We will proveits valuein your own case. There 
is no reason why you should not accept our 
offer, The photographs show how light, cool, 
elastic and easily adjusted 
the Philo Burt Appliance 
is—how different from the 
old torturous plaster, lea- 
ther or steel jackets. 
Every sufferer with a 
weakened or deformed spine 
owes it to himself to 
investigate thoroughly. 
Price within reach of all. 
Send For Our Free Book 
Describe your case; it will 
aid us in giving definite in- 
formation at once. ( 
PHILO BURT MFG. CO. 
145-3 Odd Fellows Temple 
JAMESTOWN, N. Y. 


Under the terms of a bill amending the 
judicial retirement law, which was passed 
by the House Feb. 25, Chief Justice Taft, of 
the Supreme Court, and several circuit 
judges will be eligible to immediate re- 
tirement. The effect of the amendment 
is to remove the requirement that Federal 
judges, having attained the age of 70 
years, must have served in one court con- 
tinuously to come under the benefits of the 


retirement law. The amendment makes 
the service aggregate, rather than con- 


tinuous, 

Colonel Charles A. Lindbergh and _ his 
fiancee, Miss Anne Spencer Morrow, nar- 
rowly escaped death when their plane 
crashed at Valbuena Field, Mexico City, 
Feb. 27, while landing. Colonel lLind- 
bergh sustained a_ dislocated right 
shoulder, while Miss Morrow suffered no 
injuries beyond the shock of the exper- 
ience. A lost wheel was the cause of the 
accident. 

Eight men, 3 of them prominent profes- 
sional men of Havana, have been arrested 
charged with plotting to assassinate Presi- 
dent Machado, of Cuba, and to bring about 
armed American intervention through the 
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Theologicai Seminary of the Reformed 
Church in the U. S., Lancaster, Pa. 


of the educational institu- 
tions of the Reformed Chuich. 1t_is conducted 
by the three (IMnglish) Eastern Synods. The 
members of the Board of Visitors 
members of the Board of Trustees are 
the Synods [t provides a course 
years. It has a faculty of eight 
essors and Instructors. It also offers a 
erpaduate course of two years, leading to 
the degree of Bachelor of Divinity. Tuition is 


ent s the oldest 


Professors, 
and 
elected bs 


Por catalogue or information address the 
President, 
REV. GEO. W. RICHARDS, D. D., LG. Di, 


Lancaster, Pa. 


Franklin and Marshall 
College 


Lancaster, Pa. 


Offers Liberal Courses in The Arts and 
Sciences 


Campus of fifty-four acres with seven- 
teen buildings, including thoroughly 
equipped Dormitories, Auditorium, Science 
Building, Library, Observatory, Gymnas- 
ium and Complete Athletic Field. 

A college whose educational policy rests 
on a sound cultural basis and is developed 
in broad sympathy with the needs of the 
present day. 

For Catalogue address: 
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President. 


Ursinus College 
George L. Omwake, LL. D., President 


Scholarships and Loan Funds are 
needed to help deserving students meet 
the increased cost of education. Two 
Thousand to Ten Thousand Dollars will 
endow a scholarship in perpetuity. The 
principal is safely invested and the inter- 
est only used to provide aid. Few forms 
of benefaction yield returns more 
promptly or certainly. 

Write for booklet, “Lasting Memorials”, 
and other information. 

J. M. S. Isenberg, D. D., Vice-President 


Collegeville, Pennsylvania 


The Mercersburg 
Academy 


Thorough instruction; college prepar- 
atory work being especially successful. 
Personal interest is taken in each boy, 
the aim being to inspire in every pupil 
the lofty ideals of thorough scholarship, 
broad attainments, sound judgment and 
Christian manliness. For catalogue and 
further information, address 
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medium of insurrection throughout the is- 
land. Communists, Nationalists and the 
Anti-Imperialists are charged with com- 
plicity. 

The death rate from alcoholism for 1927 
was forty in 1,000,000 of population, as 
compared with one in 1,000,000 in 1920, at 
the beginning of the Prohibition era, and 
an average of fifty-six in 1,000,000 in the 
pre-Prohibition years from 1912 to 1917. 
These statistics were taken from the Fed- 
eral census figures. 

By an overwhelming vote of 283 to 90 
the House Feb. 28 passed the Jones bill to 
punish first offenses against the Prohibi- 
tion law by a $10,000 fine or 5 years’ im- 
prisonment, or both, in the discretion of 
the court. 

The Rev. Dr. Isaac William Gowen, 
former president of the General Synod of 
the Reformed Chureh in America, died 
Feb. 28 at his home in Bergen, N. J. 

Almost $600,000 in American contribu- 
tions was spent in Palestine during the 
past year in protecting the health of peo- 
ple there, according to the report of the 
Hadasseh, the Women’s Zionist Organiza- 
tion of America, 

Nazareth Hall Military Academy, at 
Nazareth, Pa., 186 years old, will close its 
doors at the end of the present school term 
in June and give way to an orphanage— 
the Will R. Bietel Home. 

The Kellogg Pact won a sweeping vic- 
tory in the French Chamber March 1. Only 
2 of 582 deputies voted against the rati- 
fication. Eleven objectors are communists. 
Aristide Briand, in speaking for it, said 
the treaty’s simplicity is its strength and 
he asked for an all-conquering faith in 
peace. : 

A contract involving a minimum of 
$25,000,000 of expenditures in the course 
of the next 5 years was signed March 1 
by the Longacre Engineering and Con- 
struction Company of New York and the 
municipal authorities of Moscow. The firm 
is to construct modern apartments in that 
city. 

President Hoover has selected the fol- 
lowing persons for his Cabinet: Secretary 
of State—Henry L. Stimson, of New York; 
Secretary of the Treasury—Andrew W. 
Mellon, of Pennsylvania; Secretary of 
War—James W. Good, of Iowa; Attorney 
General—William D. Mitchell, of Minne- 
sota; Postmaster General—Walter F. 
Brown, of Ohio; Secretary of the Navy— 
Charles Francis Adams, of Massachusetts; 
Secretary of the Interior—Ray Lyman 
Wilbur, of California; Secretary of Agri- 
culture—Arthur M. Hyde, of Missouri; 
Secretary of Commerce—Robert Patterson 
Lamont, of Illinois; Secretary of Labor— 
James J. Davis, of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Mellon and Mr. Davis are from the Cool- 
idge Cabinet. Mr. Mitchell is a Democrat. 

Royal H. Weller, Representative in Con- 
gress from New York, died March 1 of 
pneumonia. He was 47 years old. : 

Wilhelm von Bode, former Director Gen- 
eral of the Public Museums, Berlin, and 
one of the greatest of European art ex- 
perts, died March 1 at the age of 83. 

In the midst of its crowded session, the 
Senate paused March 2 to pay a tribute to 
Vice-President Dawes, and to present him 
with a large silver tray, to the purchase 
of which every member of that body con 
tributed. Laudatory speeches were made 
by Senator Robinson, the Democratic floor 
leader, and Senator Moses, of New Hamp- 
shire, for the Republicans. Every Sen- 
ator’s name will later be engraved on the 
back of the tray in fae-simile of his signa- 
ture. 

Nicholas Longworth, of Ohio, and Rep- 
resentative John Q. Tilson, of Connecticut, 
have been selected unanimously by the 
House Republicans to succeed themselves as 
Speaker and majority floor leader in the 
new Congress. 

Vice-President Dawes has accepted the 
invitation of the San Domingo Govern- 
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A College Preparatory School for Boys 


Entered more than 1000 boys to some 
70 colleges in the last 28 years. Fine 
school home, thorough work and helpful 
supervision. Moderate cost. 


Send for illustrated catalogue. 
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Principal 


Catawba College 
Salisbury, N.C. 
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ment to establish a budget system there 
similar to the one he created for the 
United States Government. With other 
members of a commission he will leave on 
March 28 and it is expected that 6 months 
will be required to complete the work. 
General Harboard, President of the Radio — 
Corporation of America, is one of the mem- 
bers. 


In commemoration of the 100th anniver- 
sary of the birth of Carl Schurz, editor. 
diplomat and soldier and as a contribution 
to good-will and friendly cultural relations 
with Germany, Dr. and Mme. Otto H. F. 
Vollbehr, of Berlin, presented to the 
Library of Congress the Schreiber collee- 
tion of 20,000 wood cuts from early illus-. 
trated books. 


Haley Fiske, president of the largest 
financial institution in the world, 
the Metropolitan Life Insurance 
Company, died suddenly March 8 in his 
automobile outside his home, in New York 
City. 


Mexico is in the throes of a rebellion. 
The rebels claim 9 border states. There is 
a disagreement as to the cause of the out- 
break, President Gil says it is a move- 
ment of disgruntled military leaders and 
predicts the government will make a 
speedy end to the revolt. 

The debt experts meeting in Paris have 
agreed to the Young proposal and will seek 
a plan to set up a new international body 
to replace the reparation board to handle 


MarcH 14, 1929 


REFORMED 


CHURCH 


MESSENGER 31 


the Reich payments. This project will 
make the indemnity a business matter. 

A pledge for a more vigorous enforce- 
ment of the Eighteenth Amendment and 
& promise that his administration would 
do all in its power to advance the cause of 
world peace were among the outstanding 
features of President Hoover’s inaugural 
address. 

Elihu Root declined an offer of election 
to the presidency of the commission meet- 
ing at Geneva Mareh 11 to study revision 
of the statutes of the World Court of Jus- 
tice. Mr. Root preferred to serve simply 
as a member. 


Homan’s Missionary 
Society News | 
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Building, Phila., Pa. 


Notice: The 16th Annual Meeting of 
the W. M. S. of Virginia Classis will be 
held in St. Paul’s Church, Roanoke, Va., 
April 3 and 4. All credentials should be 
sent to Mrs. J..T. Leavel, Mt. Crawford, 
Va., by March 27. Those wishing enter- 
tainment notify Mrs. D. E. Remsberg, 607 
Maiden Lane, Roanoke, Va. Please state 
whether you are coming by train, bus or 
automobile. (Miss) Bessie V. Grove., 

Corresponding Secy. 


The W. M. 8. of Zion Church, Prospect, 
Ohio, served recently its first Father and 
Son Banquet, which was a great success, 


Miss Annie M. Blessing, of Hellam, Pa., 
writes that they had a most helpful and 
inspiring World’s Day of Prayer Service, 
with 8 societies participating—three Evan- 
geliecal, two Lutheran, two Reformed and 
one United Brethren. 


Notice: The Ist Annual Convention of 
the New York Classical W. M. 8. will be 
held Saturday, April 6, 1929, beginning at 
2 P. M., in the Y. W. C. A. Bldg., State 
St. and Third Ave., Brooklyn, N. Y. The 
Atlantic Ave. station of the Long Island 
Railroad, I. R. T. and B. M. T. subways, 
is close by, and it is felt that this location 
ean be reached conveniently by all travel- 
ers. Dinner will be served at 6.30 P. M. 
to the entire assemblage, as the guests of 
St. Luke’s (Brooklyn) W. M. 8. Any 
members of local societies who would like 
to attend the Convention, other than the 
regularly elected delegates, are cordially 


invited to do so. 
—Lucy E. Pistorius, 
Corr. Secy. 


BETHANY ORPHANS’ HOME 
Rev. C. H. Kehm, Supt. 


Radio 


This year, March 4th, meant more for 
the Bethany Family than it has ever 
meant before. Arrangements were made 
for an early dinner and the schools were 
dismissed somewhat earlier than the usual 
time so that by five minutes’ before 12 
o’elock on the day of the Inauguration of 
President Hoover the children, as well as 
the employees, were quietly seated in the 
chapel and in the cottages, where radios 
are installed, listening to the proceedings 
as they were progressing in the Senate 
Chamber and in the Capitol at Washington. 


Tt was really surprising with what atten- 
tion even the smaller children sat and 
listened. Then we followed the proceed- 
ings to the platform and as the announcer 
announced the names of the* people, as 
they appeared, we thought we could see 
them. When the time came for the Presi- 


Caster 


HE Easter messages 

with choice Scrip- 
ture verses, make these 
cards the very greetings 
that Superintendents, 
Teachers, Workers, 
Folks will want to send 
or give to their scholars 
and friends! 


No. 1660 
For Hand-Tinting! 


EASTER GREETING CARDS 
No. 1660 


With Scripture verse. Something 
different. The greeting card that 
you color yourself carries with it 
some of your own individuality and 
will be much appreciated. The de- 
signs of Spring flowers and other 
appropriate subjects are easy to 
color with transparent water colors. 
The white card stock is of the high- 
est Quality. Each card is 3%x5™% 
inches in size and is gold bordered. 
The Easter greeting and a Scripture 
verse appears on each card, Price, 
30c a set of 10 cards, assorted (2 
each of five designs.) 


WALL MOTTOES 
FAMOUS “HYMNS OF 
THE CHURCH” SERIES 

Size, 8%x11 inches. Hach 
eard corded. Bach hymn 
with individual design, is 
lithographbed in full colors 
on best card stock. 

20 cards each, or ten as- 
sorted at $1.50, postpaid. 

20 cents each, or ten as- 
sorted at $150, postpaid. 
No. 3341—Lead Kindly 

Light. 
No. 335—Abide With Me. 
No. 351—A Mighty Fort- 
ress is Our God. 
No. 336—Jesus Lover of 
My Soul. 
No. 337—Rock of Ages. 
No. 338—The Ten Com- 
mandments, 
No. Poon Lord’s Pray- 


er*, 

No. 352—The Twenty-third 
Psalm. 

No. 356—God__ Bless 
Home. 

No. 355—The Lord Bless 
Thee and Keep 


Thee. 
*With Debts and Debtors. 


Our 


No, 1118 


Printed in Beautiful Colors! 


EASTER GREETING POST CARD 
No. 1118 

Wind-blown cherry blossoms, 
holly-hocks! Charming window and 
doorway scenes! Exquisite bits of 
the out-doors against delicately 
colored backgrounds. Waster greet- 
ing and Scripture Texts. Price, $1.25 
per 100. 


EASTER GREETING POST CARD 


No, 1119 


A juvenile series. Happy, laughing 
children! Pink-eyed bunnies. Yellow 
chicks! And daffodils and tulips! 
Faster greeting and Scripture Texts 
on each. Price, $1.25 per 100, 


BOOK MARKS No. 417 


Finest card stock. Corded. Beau- 
tiful coloring. Designs with suit- 
able Easter Bible Texts. Price, 20c 
a set of 10, assorted. 


SCRIPTURE WALL 
MOTTOES 


No. 354 


Exquisite coloring. Cord 
ed. 


Lovely blossoms. Size, 
9x12 inches. 

Texts 
1. The blood of Jesus 


Christ his Son cleanseth 
us from all sin.—l John 
isis 

He that believeth on 

the Son hath everlast- 

ing life—John 3:36. 

8. By grace are ye saved 
through faith and that 
not of yourselves; it is 
the gift of God.—Ephe- 
sians 2:8. 


to 


Price, 25c each; 10 as- 
sorted in a box, $2.00. 


PUBLICATION AND SUNDAY SCHOOL BOARD OF THE REFORMED CHURCH 
SCHAFF BUILDING, 1505 RACE STREET, PHILADELPHIA, PA. 
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dent to take his oath of office you could 
have heard a pin drop, so attentive were 
our listeners at Bethany. While the affair 
to some extent was a novelty and a fea- 
ture of entertainment it was also a mat- 
ter of instruction. 


Easter season is approaching and eggs, 
as you know, are associated with Easter. 


It is the time when congregations and so- 
cieties send us eggs to be put away for 
future use. We have a fine lot of chick- 
ens and they are doing nicely, but we do 
not have enough eggs to store away. May 
we look forward to receiving sufficient 
number of eggs to carry us through the 
whole year, especially for baking and 
cooking? 
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THE REV. SAMUEL H. DIETZEL, Ph.D. 

tow > Pleasant Unity, Pa., and 

vhole of the surrounding community 

were greatly shocked and grieved to learn 

death of Rev. Samuel H. 

which oeeurred Sunday 

morning, Jan. 27, when he suffered a heart 

attack while seated at the breakfast table 
in the parsonage at Pleasant Unity. 


the sudden 


Dietzel, Ph.D., 


Dr. Dietzel, the son of John and Amelia 
Dietzel, was born April 10, 1865, near Tus- 
seyville, Pa. He received his higher edu- 
eation in Franklin and Marshall College, 
graduating in 1890, and in the Eastern 
Theological Seminary at lLaneaster, Pa. 


He was licensed by West Susquehanna 
Classis May 16, 1893, and was ordained by 
the Classis of Westmoreland and installed 
as the pastor of the Pleasant Unity Charge 
June 29, 1893, where he remained until 
1896, when he accepted a call to the Cave- 
town, Md., Charge. From 1902 until 1909 
he served the Maytown, Pa., Charge. In 
1909 he received and accepted a second call 
to the Pleasant Unity Charge, where he 
continued as pastor until the time of his 
death. 

In 1894 he was united in marriage to 
Miss Mary Grace Durst, who, together 
with 3 sisters, Mrs. B. F. Kreamer, Colyer; 
Mrs. George Markle, Jeannette; and Mrs. 
George Everhart, Bellefonte, survive him, 

During his pastorate in the Maytown 
Charge he was instrumental in remodelling 
the Church, which included the installation 
of a pipe organ. During his second pas- 
torate the new Church at Pleasant Unity 
was erected. He was the author of the 
practical little volume, ‘‘The Church 
Member,’’ and was the efficient Stated 
Clerk of the Classis of Westmoreland since 
1915. 

The funeral services were held in St. 
Paul’s Church, Pleasant Unity, Wednes- 
day afternoon, Jan. 30, at 2 o’clock. The 
Church was completely filled, many per- 
sons standing. There were 25 ministers 
present, including all of the active pastors 
of Classis but one, who was unavoidably 
absent. Those present were: Revs. A. B. 
Bauman, D. D., L. E. Bair, Harvey W. 
Black, A. W. Barley, E. W. Dietrich, W. 8. 
Fisher, Charles Faust, R. F. Hartman, Ira 
Gass, A. S. Lenhart, L. 8. Monn, H. A. 
Robb, V. A. Ruth, W. C. Sykes, D. D., C. 
G. Shope, F. C. Seitz, D. D., Paul T. Stone- 
sifer, G. A. Teske, J. L. Yearick, members 
of Westmoreland Classis; also Revs. D. J. 
Wolfe, C. B. Marsteller, Wayne H. Bowers, 
H. J. Behrens, W, H. Debolt and H. B. 
Clawson. 

Rev. A. B. Bauman, D. D., president of 
Westmoreland Classis, was in charge of 
the services. After the opening sentences, 
Mrs. Fayette Sykes Wise sang a solo. The 
Scripture was read by Rev. L. E. Bair. 
Rev. F. C. Seitz, D. D., offered prayer. The 
sermon was preached by Rev. W. C. Sykes, 
D. D., a classmate of Dr. Dietzel. He took 
at his text Rom. 1:1, and spoke very feel- 
ingly of the work of the deceased brother, 
as this was manifested in his loyalty as a 
servant of Christ, in his faith in the 
Church as a divine institution, and in the 
gentleness and effectveness of his service 
as a pastor. The ministers present sang 
Dr. Dietzel’s favorite hymn, ‘‘Jesus, I 
Live to Thee.’? Dr. Bauman then spoke 
of his faithful service as a member and 
official of Classis, and Rev. W. 8S. Fisher 
read a brief biography. Rev. H. J. Behrens, 
pastor of St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, Trauger, and Rev. W. H. Debolt, 
of the M. E. Church, Pleasant Unity, in 
brief addresses, paid tribute to the high 
esteem in which Dr, Dietzel was held by 
all the people. 

At 8 o’clock Thursday morning the 
funeral party left for Centre Hall, Pa., 


where a brief service was held in the Re- 
formed Church of that place, conducted by 
the pastor, Rev. D. R. Keener. He was as- 
sisted by Revs. W. C. Sykes, D. D., W. A. 
McClellan and W. J. Wagner, pastor of 
the Lutheran Church of Boalsburg, who 
made short addresses; and by Rev. E. R. 
Corman, who offered the closing prayer and 
pronounced the benediction. Interment 
was made in the Centre Hall Cemetery. 
—A. W. B. 


ADDISON C. ROSEN 


In the death of Elder Addison C. Rosen, 
Jan. 22, 1929, the Middlebrook, Va., 
Charge suffers a severe loss. This genial 
Christian gentleman was much loved by 
his family, his Church and his community. 
He was born Dee. 21, 1856, in Augusta 
County, Virginia, where he lived as a sue- 
cessful farmer until he retired, three years 
ago, to live in the city of Staunton. His 
parents were George and Mary (nee 
Swortzel) Rosen. Feb. 23, 1882, he mar- 
ried Miss Viola Fawer, who now mourns 
his loss, and of this union three daughters 
and two sons survive. They are Mrs. F. 
A. Wright, Staunton, Route 5; Mrs. J. B. 
Lackey and Mrs. Ernest Simantel, Staun- 
ton; and the sons, Kirby F. Rosen, of 
Lynchburg, Va., and Hugh A. Rosen, of 
Staunton, Route 1. Elder Rosen’s parents 
were members of St. John’s congregation 
and Addison was confirmed in youth and 
was always faithful to Church and Sunday 
School. He has been a highly respected 
elder many years. 

The funeral was conducted by Rev. Hor- 
ace R. Lequear, pastor of St. John’s, as- 
sisted by Rev. A. C. Peeler, of Winston- 
Salem, N. C., a former pastor, and by Rev. 
A. M. Frazer, D. D., of the First Presby- 
terian Church, Staunton, Rev. C. M. Teu- 
fel, D. D., pastor tof Christ iutheran 
Church, Staunton, and Rey. Dr. Herbert 
S. Turner, pastor of near-by Bethel Presby- 
terian Church. The 8 active pall-bearers 
were nephews of the deceased. 

—H. R. L. 
MRS. MARY L. WENGER 


The death of Mrs. Mary L. Menger, 
widow of Elder Clayton 8. Menger, on Jan. 
5, at her home in Brownstown, Pa., brought 
a feeling of sorrow to her home and many 
friends. Mrs. Menger was the daughter 
of the late Jacob H. and Anna Herr Lan- 
dis, of Millersville, and was born Jan. 27, 
1856. Her age was 72 years, 11 months and 
8 days. She is survived by one son, J. 
Joel, at home; one brother, David H. Lan- 
dis, of Windom; and two sisters, Mrs. 
Linnaeus Reist, Eden, and Mrs. Lizzie 
Stehman, Roherstown. Mrs. Menger had 
a pious and devout heart, a child-like faith 
and a beautiful Christian character, which 
made her radiate a silent influence for 
good in all circles of the Church or com- 
munity. She was President of the Ladies’ 
Aid Society for many years. Her husband 
preceded her in death four years ago. She 
was a faithful reader of the ‘‘Messenger’’ 
for a long time. The funeral services, con- 
ducted by Rev. J. C. Raezer were largely 
attended. —H. 


MRS. MARY C. PERRY 


Following an illness of 4 weeks, due to 
a stroke of paralysis, Mrs. Mary C. Perry, 
widow of the late Wesley Perry, died Feb. 
7, at her late home in Danville, Pa., aged 
84 years, 3 months and 5 days. Mr. 
Perry died in 1911, 

Mrs, Perry was a native of Strawberry 
Ridge, Pa., and united with the Reformed 
Church there at the age of 12, on Easter, 
1857. For 60 years she was a faithful 
member of Shiloh Church in Danville. She 
was a life-long and interested reader of 
the ‘‘Reformed Church Messenger,’’ and 
for 19 years was a life member of the 
Women’s Missionary Society. For many 
years she regularly attended the annual 
meetings of the W. M. 8S. of Wyoming 


She is survived by one daughter, 
M.s. Lotttie Shultz, at home, and two sis- 
ters, Mrs. Caroline Greiner, of Mausdale, 
and Mrs. Henry Billmeyer of Milton, and 
by one brother, William Flora, of Straw- 
berry Ridge. 

The funeral service was conducted at her 
late home, Feb. 11, by Rev. D..W. Kerry 
of Bloomsburg, Interment was made in 
the Danville Cemetery. 


Classis. 


PAUL J, KLUTZ, M. D. 


The Memorial congregation, Maiden, N. 
C., mourns the loss of one of her charter 
members in the passing of Dr. P. J. 
Klutz, who died Jan. 27th, at the home 
of his son, Hon, L, F. Klutz, of Newton. 
Dr. Klutz was aged 65 years, 9 months 
and 16 days, and for 44 Years practiced 
medicine. Besides being a successful phy- 
s:cian, he took an active interest in the 
civic welfare of his town and community. 
Dr. Klutz was confirmed a member of the 
Lowerstone Church and later became a 
charter member of the Memorize! congrega- 
tion of Maiden. He was regular in attend- 
ance, loyal to his pastor, interested in the 
work of the Kingdom, and for many years. 
an elder. 

He is survived by 8 children, 3 of whom 
are attorneys-at-law; 1 a physician; 1 a 
druggist; 1 a manager of-a large planta- 
tion in Eastern North Carolina, 1 daughter 
is a teacher in the publie schools of Roek- 
ingham County, and the other before’ her 
marriage, was a teacher and is at present 
an active member in the Schlatter Memo- 
rial Church of Winston-Salem. 

The funeral services were conducted by 
his pastor, Rev. John A. Koons, who was 
assisted by Revs. C. C. Wagoner and C. W. 
Warlick and by Rev. J. E. MeSwain, of 
the M. E. Church. The flowers were ear- 
ried by the members of the Ladies’ Aid of 
the Reformed Church. His earthly remains 
were borne by his sons and _ son-in-law.. 
The services at the grave were in charge 
of Maiden Lodge, F. & A. M., of which Dr, 
Klutz was an active member. 

—J. A, K. 


JACOB C. PEPPLE 

Trinity Church, Everett, Pa., within a 
very brief period has lost by death three 
of her faithful members. The last to 
respond to the higher call was Jacob C. 
Pepple, whose earthly career closed Dec. 
12th. He was born in Snake Spring Town- 
ship, near Everett, Bedford Co., Aug. 14, 
1871. He was married to Miss Jennie 
Ritchey in June, 1894. For many years 
he followed the farming occupation until 
his health failed, when the family moved 
to Everett. At the time of his death he 
was the bookkeeper for the Smith Motor 
Co. é, 
When a young man, Mr. Pepple united. 
with the Irwin Reformed Church, located 
in the Community in which he was reared. 
For 18 years he was the superintendent of 
the Sunday School and it was in this 
Church that he was ordained an elder 28 
years ago. When this Church was aban- 
doned, he transferred his membership to 
Trinity Church, and was interested in the 
various projects of the congregation. He 
was a member of the choir for many years 
and at the time of ‘his death was the dis- 
trict superintendent of the Home Depart- 
ment. For many years he was a reader of 
the ‘‘Messenger’’ and kept in sympatheti¢e 
touch with the growing interests of our 
denomination. . 
Mr. Pepple is survived by his widow, 
6 brothers and 1 sister. Funeral services 
in charge of his pastor, Rev. J, E. Scheetz, 
were held from his late home and were 
very largely attended. The members of 
Trinity Church deeply sympathize with 
these sorrowing ones and the pastor will 
greatly miss the presence of this faithful 
member at the Church services. ee 
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